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Sur les propositions du Remplacememt du Japonais Par une Langue Etrangére
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An alusion to the subject of the Japanese language bears a most direct relation to the con-
tents of this book. In the style of expression, the spoken language of Japan differs considerably
from the written, though in their structure they are both mainly the same.l1 0 0O O

The vowel-sounds are each defined and all short. The style of the written language is like
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the Chinese. In all our ingtitutions of learning the Chinese classics have been used. There are
four different methods of writing a character, and al of them are of Chinese origin. These
methods differ in the degree of their complexity, and are graded according to their simplification
of the Chinese character. The words in common use are very few in number, and most of them
are of Chinese origin. There are some efforts being made to do away with the use of Chinese
characters by reducing them to simple phonetics, but the words familiar through the organ of
the eye are so many, that to change them into those of the ear would cause too great an in-
convenience, and be quite impracticable. Without the aid of the Chinese, our language has never
been taught or used for any purpose of communication. This shows its poverty. The march of
modern civilization in Japan has already reached the heart of the nationd the English language
following it suppresses the use of both Japanese and Chinese. The commercial power of the
English-speaking race which now rules the world drives our people into some knowledge of
their commercia ways and habits. The absolute necessity of mastering the English language is
thus forced upon us. It is a requisite of the maintenance of our independence in the community
of nations. Under the circumstances, our meagre language, which can never be of any use out-
side of our idands, is doomed to yield to the domination of the English tongue, especially
when the power of steam and electricity shall have pervaded the land. Our intelligent race,
eager in the pursuit of knowledge, cannot depend upon a weak and uncertain medium of com-
munication in its endeavor to grasp the principa truths from the precious treasury of Western
science and art and religion. The laws of state can never be preserved in the language of Ja
pan. All reasons suggest its disuse.
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0000000000000 000O0Om The style of the written language is like the ChineseT]
O Without the aid of the Chinese, our language has never been taught or used for any purpose
of communicationD OO0 0000000000000 O00OO0O0OOOODODOODOODOODODO
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0000000000000 DOOO0DOO0OOOdThe march of modern civilization in Japan has
dready reached the heart of the nation the English language following it suppresses the use of
both Japanese and Chinesed0 O 0 OO The laws of state can never be preserved in the language
of Japan. All reasons suggest its disuseD 0 OO0 000

00000000 The commercial power of the English-speaking race which now rules the
world drives our people into some knowledge of their commercial ways and habits. The abso-
lute necessity of mastering the English language is thus forced upon us. It is a requisite of the
maintenance of our independence in the community of nationsD 00 000000000000
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The spoken language of Japan being inadequate to the growing necessities of the people of
that Empire, and too poor to be made, by a phonetic aphabet, sufficiently useful as a written
language, the idea prevails among us that, if we would keep pace with the age, we must adopt
a copious and expanding European language. The necessity for this arises mainly out of the fact
that Japan is a commercial nation; and also that, if we do not adopt a language like that of the
English, which is quite predominant in Asia, as well as dswhere in the commercial world, the
progress of Japanese civilization is evidently impossible....
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000000000000000000000D0 0O 01t having been found that the Japanese
language is insufficient even for the wants of the Japanese themselves, the demand for the new
language is irresistably imperative, in view of our rapidly increasing intercourse with the world
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a lageld DM OO00D0DO00O0O0O0O0ODOO0OO0OOODOO0OOO0O0ODODOO0OOOODDOOO
O000000D000D0ODO0O00 Schools for the Japanese language are found to be greatly needed,
and yet there are neither teachers nor books for themO O OO0 O0O00OOOO0OOODOOOO
dodddooooooooooooobobbobbobbobooodddooooooooooo
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000000000 DO00DO000000DO00000D00OOThe only course to be taken,
to secure the desired end, is to start anew, by first turning the spoken language into a properly
written form, based on a pure phonetic principle. It is contemplated that Roman letters should
be adoptedDl O OO OODOO
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0000000000000 DOO0DOO0oOlt may be well to add, in this connection, that
the written language now in use in Japan, has little or no relation to the spoken language, but
is mainly hieroglyphie---a deranged Chinese, blended in Japanese, all the letters of which are
themselves of Chinese origin0 OO
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0000000000000 00000DOO0O00o0oO0oDOmlt is the opinion of these gen-
tlemen, including those who understand English best, that while then would be little or no diffi-
culty in introducing into all the schools of the Empire, and gradualy into general use, & simpli-
fied English” O it would be on the other hand, nearly useless to make an effort in that direction,
in behalf of the English language in its present form a language so difficult to be learned, that
by far the larger proportion of persons, with whom it is vernacular, speak and write it incor-
rectly0 000000000000 DOO0OOOO0OOO0DOOOOOODOOODODOOODODOOO
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0000000000000 0D00D000000Omany of the reasons which might make
Americans and Englishmen hesitate to attempt radical changes in their language for their own
people, do not apply to the case under consideration, which is the adaptation of the English
language to the necessities of a foreign nation of forty millions of souls, separated by thousands
of miles from the English-speaking nations, and which affords an entirely free field, for the in-
troduction of a new language ; there being no obstacle whatsoever within the Empire itselfdd O
Mmoo ooooobo oo o000 oooobooooboooooon
doodooooooooobobobobobobobooodoooogooooo

doddddooooooooooooobobobobobbobbboobooododooooogo
000000000 0ODODOd the English language™ simplified” O as | have indicated, would be
received by theni] the people of the Japanese Empired 00 O O O Oas a boon, while it might be
quite impossible to force upon the language in its present formO OOMOI0
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But of the Japanese language itself | feel very unwilling to take a depreciatory view, or to
accept any plan for the advancement of culture in Japan which does not include the ennobling
and enriching of the native speech so that itself shall become a means of the increase of cul-
ture. Even with a fully-developed system of national instruction, it would take a very long time
to teach a strange language to so large a part of the population as to raise the latter in genera
to a perceptibly higher level. If the masses are to be reached, it must be mainly through their
own native speech.
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0O 00O Let the English language be studied as much as possible; let it take in Japan the place so
long occupied by the Chinese; let it become the learned tongue, the classical languaged PTT10
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00O DO 0O 00 the writing of Japanese for the use of its own people in a phonetic mode, with the
European aphabet, appears to me the first and most important of possible reformsd 0 O O O O
dododoobdooobdooooooboooooooob0ooobooooooooooboo
dododoobdooobdooooooboooooooob0ooobooooooooooboo
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0000000000000 DOO0O0DO000000DOO000DOOdAI change of that speech,
such as you propose, would be a barrier between the Japanese and English speaker of English,
and would shut out the former from access to the English literature. The new Englisti] such is
the power of prejudicelwould seem laughable and absurd to the speakers of the old, and those
who used it would be visited with the contempt of the latterD O 000 OD0OOD0OOOOO0OO
ddddoooooooooooooobobobbobbobooodddooooooooooo
ddddoooooooooooooobobobbobbobooodddooooooooooo
ddddoooooooooooooobobobbobbobooodddooooooooooo
ddddooooooooooboboobobboobooddooooooog
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At any rate, generations must pass before the full realization of any plan that concerns the
fate of a great nation;we at this time can only initiate a movement which shall be carried out
by those who come after us, with an insight into the conditions of the case which we cannot
possess by anticipation. And the fundamental features of the plan which | should favor, as
likely to lead to the best results would be these:

00O To accept the English language, in its form as spoken and understood by those to whom it
is native, for the standard and classical language of the new Japanese culture.

0O To make English more easy of acquisition by the preparation of text-books for learners in a
purely and consistently phonetic orthography, one which will best teach its real or spoken
form; adding then later, as a thing necessary for one who wishes to gain the full benefit of
his knowledge of English, instruction in the usua orthography.

00 To write Japanese in a method agreeing with that adopted for English; and to open the lan-
guage, as rapidly as circumstances alow, to enrichment from the stores of Englistil as well
as of any other modern tongue which the conditions of the case shall suggest(T] with the
idea that justice to the masses of the Japanese population requires their vernacular to be
made for them a means of higher culture, that the substitution of any other for it must at
the best be the work of generations, and that only the future can determine its practicability
O with a heavy probability against it, as deduced from the history of languages in the world
thus farl]
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We have two objects in publishing this book---the first, to give a general idea of the Japa
nese language as it is spoken ; and the second, to protest against a prevalent opinion entertained
by many of our countrymen, as well as foreigners who take some interest in our country, and
to show the reasons why we do so. It is affirmed that our language is so imperfect that we
cannot establish a regular and systematical course of education by means of it; and that the best
way is to exterminate the Japanese language altogether, and to substitute the English language
for it. Those who maintain this opinion ought to have examined the language and proved its
imperfection as a medium of intellectual thought and expression, but so far as we are aware
they have not done so.

For example, Mr. Mori, in his introduction to* Education in Japan,” says* without the aid
of the Chinese, our language has never been taught or used for any purpose of communication.
This shows its poverty.”

ogofdooooo OO0 bODoboo0obo 0Dooob OOooboo0oobobOdELE-
MENTARY GRAMMAR OF THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE WITH EASY PROGRESSIVE EX-
ERCISESLI 000D O MM OO DOmamad
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0000 We admit that in several respects the English is far superior to the Japanese, but at
the same time, we think in many respects the latter excels the formerd000 after a careful exami-
nation, it will be found that there are perfections and imperfections in both languagesd RT1T]
0000000 Although we admit many advantages of supplanting our language by the English
tongue, yet at the same time we cannot help thinking that there are many reasons for preserving
the Japanese in our country as the medium of education. We shall state here the principal. The
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English language, which is one of the most difficult of modern languages, and entirely different
from our own, will require a very long time to be mastered by so many people, so that much
precious time will be thrown away0 OOMOOMM 0000000 O0OODOODOOOOO
godooobodooooooooooobooobooooboooooboooooooono
ooooooooo
0000000000000 DOO00DO000000DOO00D0OO0n Before the introduction of
Chinese we must have had some sort of language which served as a means of communication.
Since we introduced the Chinese classics, literature, &c., we have been obliged to use Chinese
words or phrases which we could not express in Japanese, and so it became necessary to teach
our language with the aid of Chinese. This is generally the case when one nation introduces the
classical literature of another country ; because there are aways many words in the latter, for
which the language of the former cannot find synonyms or equivalentsO O 000000
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O0000O0O0ODOEducation inJapanD O O 00000000 OOOOODOOOOOOOOO
0000000000000 0000000000DO00000O0DO0OWe think, aso, that
it is more desirable to try to enrich and complete that which we have dready, and which is,
consequently, familiar to us al, than to discard it and substitute, at a great risk, that which is
entirely different and necessarily strange to usl MM 0O O0O0OOO0DOO0O
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