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The Petrels, proud birds that they are, live on the highest parts of the chiffs.
From their peaks they swirl out like snowflakes, looking down on the rolling noisi-
ness of Razor Bills who build their nests halfway up, and the Gulls and the httle Kit-
tiwakes who are content to nest at the bottom.

Once, long. long ago, there was a Petrel who was so proud that he could find no
mate that pleased him among his own kind, so he decided that he would marry a hu-
man being ¥
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Like much Indian folklore, their tales have an underlying earthiness that is
smoothed out or omitted by the retellers for children. It is perhaps inevitable that re-

tellings are cast in the European mould, with a strong and decisive plot line. a2
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In general, Inuit stories lack the European tale’s strong delineation of what is
good and what is evil; a moral tone, however, might have been imposed by later gen-
erations in the stories’ long cultural transmission.
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