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The Feminine Images of the Victorian Age in Shirley
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I felt that house was all silent—the rooms were all empty. [ remembered where the three
were laid—in what narrow, dark dwellings—never more to reappear on earth.”
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If the main incidents of Skirley are historical and the places described real, the characters are
likewise factual, being transferred to its pages from real life with little transmutation.
Liversedge, the scene of the real Luddite attack on Rawfolds (the orignal of Hollow’s Mill),
lies within a couple of miles of Roe Head, and perhaps by unconscious association, perhaps
by deliberate choice, Charlotte used many Roe Head characters with little alteration in
Shirley.?
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“She is nice ; she is fair... ; she never makes a bustle in moving ; she often wears a gray silk
dress ; she is neat all over ; her gowns, and her shoes, and her gloves always fit her ; she is

what I call a lady...”?
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Caroline meditated in her own way on the subject ; speculated on his feelings, on his life, on
his fears, on his fate ; mused over the mystery of “business”, tried to comprehend more about
it than had been told her...»
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She was gracefully made, and her face, too, possessed a charm as well described by the word
grace as any other.?
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I have been obliged to see him ; there was business to transact. Business ! Really, the word
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makes we conscious I am indeed no longer a girl, but quite a woman and something more. I
am an esquire! Shirley Keeldar, Esquire, ought to be my style and title. They gave me a

man’s name , I hold a man’s position ; it is enough to inspire me with a touch of manhood,...}?
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“Why do you cry, Lina ?” asked Miss Keeldar a little sternly. “You ought to be glad instead
of sorry. Robert has escaped any serious harm ; he is victorious ; he has been cool and brave
in combat ; he is now considerate in triumph. Is this a time—are these causes for weeping ”

“You do not know what I have in my mind,” pleaded the other.............. 1
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I walked straight into the landry, where they are ironing most of the week, now that I have
so many guests in the house. While the maid was busy crimping or starching, I took an Italian
iron from the fire, and applied the light scarlet glowing tip to my arm. I bored it well in ; it

cauterized the little wound. Then I went upstairs.’?
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Moreover, old Lady Nunnely eyes her stonily from her great chair by the fire side. Her gaze
said : “This woman is not of of mine or my daughter’s kind. I object to her as my son’s

wife.”!®
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The character of Shirley herself is Charlotte Bront&’s representation of Emily. .......... But we
must remember how little we are acquainted with her, compared with that sister, who, out of
her more intimate knowledge, says that she ‘was genuinely good, and truly great, and who
tried to depict her character in Shirley Keekdar, as what Erily Bronté would have been, had
she been in health and prosperity.'*
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