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The Clothing Life in Sulawesi Island, Indonesia ( Part 1)

— The Traditional Organization of society of Toraja Tribe
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Summary

The elucidation of the ciothing life of Toraja tribe, lives in Tana* Toraja area, southern

Sulawesi, was tried, analyzing their traditional social organization. The results are as follows.

(1) Toraja tribe is a highlander, lives in inland mountain area of the island and there are many
villages independently with the clear borders.

(2) The hereditary caste system is maintained firmly in Toraja society. The classes are aris-
tocracy and its relatives, common people and employee.

(3) In a house several familles (spread family) live. Furnitures are few, i. e. there are only a
few rough stools and a tablu and bed is none. In Toraja society, it is believed that all prop-
erties should be owned in common by all members and their cooperative spirit is in high.

(4) Near the house each family has a barn and rice is stored in them.

(5) By their philosophy of life, in their life the funeral is the greatest ceremony to search for
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happiness.

In Toraja society based on their world view (cosmos view) , the social custom is established,
for instance the role of work and of ceremony between male and female. By their world view,
the cosmos is dual, that is the upper world the heaven is male and the lower world the earth
is female. In their thougt, the position of male and female is clearly fixed. The roles of male
are to pick the fruits of high trees, cattle breeding, cultivation and meeting. The role of
female are the cultivation and the gathering of taro, chidcare, washing, cooking and etc.

By their comos view, the ceremony of Tana -Toraja tribe is divided to Rabu Tuka (the
ceremony of sunrise) and Rambu Solo (the ceremony of sunset) . The former is the birth of
lefe, the thanksgiving, the build of house and granary and the marriage ceremony. The latter
is the end of lefe, namely the ceremony of sorrow.

71



