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A Study of King Lear, Ahab and Heathcliff
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Cordelia. Good my lord,(z)
You have begot me, bred me, loved me.
I return those duties back as are right fit,
Obey you, love you, and most honour you.
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Cordelia.  Time shall unfold what plighted cunning hides, L
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Lear. Rumble the bellyful ! Spit, fire ! spout, rain 1@
Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire are my daughters.
I tax not you, you elements, with unkindness:

I never gave you kingdom, called you children;
You owe me no subscription. Then let fall
Your horrible pleasure. Here I stand your slave,
A poor, infirm, weak, and despised old man:
But yet I call you servile ministers,

That will with two pernicious daughters join

Y our high-engendered battles ’gainst a head

So old and white as this. O, ho! ’tis foul !
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After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day. And Job spake, and said,(s)
Let the day perish wherein I was born,
And the night in which it was said,
There is a man child conceived.
Let that day be darkness;
Let not God regard it from above,
Neither let the light shine upon it;
Let a cloud dwell upon it;
Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it;
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As flies to wanton boys are we to th’ gods;'(s)
They kill us for their sport.
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The tragic truth about life, to the Shakespeare that wrote King Lear, included its capri-m

cious cruelty.

M7EIZFBE N v 27 2ETICE > TAEDEFIROIRE 13, BRICET IEBEIEEA
TS, ELobdThA. EaplcBiFah, MicEAkEhirDLHicRi 3. V7 EiRE
PEDELVEGE U EROHDT, MA TR LHBODTHS., L LEEH7 7 v Hh
HICHE T —=F 4 =) TICHE, BRDORAZUV LM, (h—KOMED A Licmic
Eié.ﬁﬂ%ﬂ@%@ﬁ,UTIctoTﬁw®ﬁ&éaaé:—“4—07@77/X$
Ddbic K - THREINTLE .

Lear. Howl, howl, howl! O, you are men of stones !(8)
' Had I your tongues and eyes, I’d use them so
That heaven’s vault should crack ! She’s gone for ever.
I know when one in dead, and when one lives;
She’s dead as earth. Lend me a looking-glass;
If that her breath will mist or stain the stone,
Why, then she lives.
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Small reason was there to doubt, then, that ever since that almost fatal encounter, Ahab"
had cherished a wild vindictiveness against the whale, all the more fell, for that in his
frantic morbidness he at last came to identify with him, not only all his bodily woes, but

all his intellectual and spiritual exasperations.
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He can see nothing but his own burning thoughts since he no longer shares in any normal””’

fellow-feelings. His resolve to take it upon himself to seek out and annihilate the source
of malignity, is god-like, for it represents human effort in its highest reach. But as he
himself declares, it is likewise “demoniac,” the sanity of a controlled madness. The con-
trol depends upon ‘‘that certain sultanism of his brain,” which cunningly builds its power

over the others into “an irresistible dictatorship.”
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Delight is to him, who gives no quarter in the truth, and kill, burns, and destroys all sin"”

though he pluck it out from under the robes of Senators and Judges.
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" And in sleep, when alone the grip of the conscious mind has been relaxed, Ahab’sm)

tortured soul shrieks out in nightmares, in its frantic effort to escape from the drive of

his obsession.
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..... ; no parson in the world ever pictured heaven so beautifully as they did, in their inno™
cent talk;.....
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“No, God won’t have satisfaction that I shall,” he returned. “I only wish I knew the best"®
way ! Let me alone, and I'll plan it out while I'm thinking of that, I don’t feel pain.”
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