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Joyce Carol OQOates’s Short Stories

The Themes and Background in By the North Gate

MICHIKO YORIOKA

Joyce Carol Oates(1938—)iE, BT £ ) AERDHFTE » & SEZEDIERDO—ATH
5. 19635FELIK, WEE, RE/NE SITHICEL10MLIEHIRL, FOMEEE, gih, #
T ED S B X FEBEHTHEINNCHEEL T B, T AW, BENEBETHD, —HAERD
FTE@B LS THENTVE LN DT ER, style DETEBLTHZEEON TN BT &N,
RATIER &L AL a3 N, EFIRORBEHLERIDIZOFRLUTHAS. LA LAt — Y OMIFRD—
ANTH % J.V.Creighton (3“Oates is one of the most serious and intellectual of contempo-
rary writers,...” P 8 XT, HARDT 2 Y HERDOPT, A —VYOEEEZSFML TV 3.

A= VDEGOPTHELRBEOELONLOVBN TV A NEND T &L, HEDEZDS
TETALDHTEEODL SEFITTHM TE 0D, HEFEK G F. Wallerid “It is in the
short stories perhaps that Oates’s best work is to be found-... Many of the stories are
certainly repetitive or trivial.”? L3m U T\ 3. HEMIC, A — Y DEE/NROHITIE, 4 -—
ANV —HEEE LI BEBNIAMERNZ 0D, K, 7—<DBORERLEEIRL-ToF
LI EBbNAERbH S, RKIZEIC, “....it is with her novels that her. reputation
and importance must rest.” ¥ LBXT, WRDOXEEEZ BICHIc > TRIELEGFZICL
feRR/NROBE®ZERHL T 5.

A —vOERTE, BREERPEULLTF —<2Fk-> TOBREEANEL, WHhITEELE
RO FHES > TOBLIICEDNS. SEiCl~/ kST, EhiEROFICIEM L, 7 —
~OBROBLICEDFHEERBZ LD EDHE. LHALELT, A=Y —DETEMEDE
HREHEEZE L, EE5 & D203 NERH ->THWE,. 2 b= ) —DBETH-Td, &4DMES
ik [ 7 —<HfE— ] (thematic unity) SRS F 5N 5. .

T THRDIERF L LT, YIOfEmA» SEREB - TA — Y OIER, & — v DOHuLig 7
—REBERTNELEEZ, SOEEZOE 1 METH S TP 12 5 Tl By the North
Gate (1963) & D HF, ZOD thematic unity IT DV TEEL 720>,

By the North Gate IZi3, 14ARDERHBA->TV5. TN H5DIEMIE, EDOIERHbILBL -
FHRERF > TV AL OIBHREEZ 3. ThRERDT— =, BHEEETS, BEAY, Fic
TAT4TEODXDINREERT APEBERICNT, EOFEGLAILOHATHUTVEERS
F-o-TWahoThsb.

Bz DERICM LT, COEEEDDICIE, Eden County VW HRZEDHIAES &+
LEMDSERH 5. Eden County LW HHMEZTIIL TH, F5A EDIESEIZ-New York OF
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DENHIHENEREL->THWEEEDN S,

A — VI3 17KiCE 5% T, New York MDZEA Millerport DU < D Erie County IT{EA T
Wiz, \EPD Eden County & W HOHIZIE, WHIC ORI EBX A2 T a8, £ — v
HE& “All art is autobiographical ”# £ E->TWa LD, #—vicE ->TRZFhITEDE
WHHZ D7545% emotional landscape i€75 » Ty 5. Eden County 238 & &7 - T A1EM
(¥, “The Census Taker”, “Ceremonies”, “An Encounter with the Blind”, “The Fine White
Mist of Winter” TH 1D, WFNKRIZHEDEEDRIITOIETORHE, &5 0IFEED
HENHEETDH 5.

N OHDERTIE, “Some time ago in the Eden County,...” & (& & FZEE) (in a fairy-
tale cadence) ® ICHIEDNIEE - TV 5., LoLIZkHEDIE, E0EOESETHLMETDH
7$uy, “The Census Taker” MFE & “Some time ago in Eden (bunty, in the remotefoot-
hills of Oriskany, the census taker of that area—a quiet sleepy man in the thirty-eighth
year of his life—came one day to the last of the houses he was to investigate. ”® 14
£0, —RELHTHOEE bR VHEDREAZMbE 5. VB O DEBFAESDE
ThHs. REBICHNIZRTRILBEPBEFEOD T ET, BRKBOREOA2F>. ZOXROEEH,
iR, BFD3 AN&EaE%E TAMIC, BdZobEi LicuMIicEOCALZDTELLD) - HEEMS.

Z DRI 2 FERTDOFEDH, “Half them people you got in that book are dead now or
grown old or different.” (p.34) &3Ed. COFROMHBIBTE LALENBSEIC, WFOF
HITEHTHRTL, KAMFEMN /T TR TREOVEELZMD, HIFEEOERLEEOIED
b, FEIBSNTO S ERZ BIBOEHICK L, #3 Eden County 120 > THR A 5 0
T - TOfe AL E B % Rkl L D icE< . HRIFEDABEIA L TEHAERTIC
EHINE, TNBHEERD, HAERBE L TORELRIES2 DL EEY, BHO5E%E
FRIBRINTTRH B0, BSEHTO o, FEHIEORIEBER, HEBMOBES TN &
Th -, FBLDFTROLDICEZ T,

But he had consoled himself with the thought that once he was back in town, once

he had delivered the book to the proper authorities, the reality that the book sug-

gested would become real, would have a greater reality than any arbitrary juxtaposi-
tion of human lives out here in the country. What did it matter that a man lived
or died, that he had four children or five, except as it was recorded in the book %

But he could not explain this to the girl, who stared boldly at him; She and those

like her would never understand. (p. 35)

WILHABEEHEZODIFEL LD ET 54, FEHIT “But you ain’t goin’ to finish the
census,” the woman said, “without us here—Why did you come ? Why are you comin’
around to place? ” (p.39) EBRI9 5. #iF “Do you expect me to give answers ? Who
am [ to give you answers, to give you anything? Am I a man ? Do I look like a man
?7(p. 40) EFICHLICER 2 BTIR S, D “Am 1 a man?” W HFDMVIE, HHTD
KORIC, HEDEKE “What are you?” EFcdFhRONTEZL oSN BRI LT, #&1F
MRV TH B ERS. HITEPDOHE, £ L TEALALVEHEEZRBT L TRICB2DAM
HICHEAATWEBDI-DTHAS. HIE D Eden County T “the mysteries of life” i
HELT, HOINE TOAEICHTIHETREISEISIoNTNS,

Eden County -& WO MZTIFE WA, B UL HBHIRICBI AEHDT —<2HF, L



BFALDBEANENSZETHBEL THBDAH “Swamps” & “By the North Gate” T&H 3.
MEE ST —<BUHRAUBOE LS L s, BEAMEZOBEREOBEENEETY T
TA4—PHBENILAT, A—VOEBODITHENIMERTHAEES.

“Swamps” D&, EARNDEAE, BEFREBOROTSCERED/NET, —ABLTHY,
D Billie BODBHEDHLEEDVWTEDY, MBI IDVEDRAM ORI SN TS,
Billie DXEDFH 3, COREOCHEDEFICNREIAE, NEREBYTHIDIIHL, &
ANBBLS L OERDOEFEHEBMICR TV S, fick>TRZIBZFYOETH %, F
IBEANDETRIC, 1 DOHEKBEVBE 5. —ADHEVIERFOLIP > TRT, EAD/NET
THEED., ZEADPEZOHEOEE A TR > bhrb 5T, FOXIFEACERERE X
¥, HOOLTLRELODEELELEF 1 728> TRAEREL, kFE£3. ZAEZDREEL
IRFTEFRBEEL, MbA<TL13, Billie i3#AM “They robbed me.” (p. 27) &
BELROETOEREE, AIKHEKD they &5 ->7-OHOARBHICE, ZADEER G ZDE
EErBNHLTNS,

‘they’ LRMFEDEVLDT LEETDTEFE L, Eden County DEADFFILLEFES
B LB AT demons & B X 2BAHSEIETOTRRBVEE I, 2L TEALES
N7 6D, EAD Eden County KB 3 HEZBEXRKROEFEEALZDELVLTH - 2.
THOBICHR 5> - ZADEER, FANTHLZO I FYORDEETH -7z, L LEADSED
EEN TR R, Bille B, BOooNBWELIBELSEADNEE RI-BORETHIRD
LD ICHEHMINT 3,

- he stared out the cracked window into the queer flat darkness that was the back
yard. Beyond were the barn and chicken coop 4nd the trees around them. Behind
them, back a short distance, was his grandfather s house, but he could not see it:he
could make out only a thick blot of darkness, and behind it more darkness, the
darkness of the swamp, so black, so deep, that a person might go blind staring into it.
In the darkness there was no difference between the old man’s house and the swamp
itself--..(p. 20)

DENRIERR, ZADALST/DELRD S HEDREARRT 25D TH D, Eden
County 3FEEBEZAICLE >TTFVOETREBL BTV EEYE STV B,

—7J5 “By the North Gate” DH®D Revere EAlZ, RIETAEEL X MMEEEEL%E - T
W5, IS EMDBIMTDHE L RKEDAELHRBICLD, EDEALIZRE -7 AEE
ZHBOTWVE, AZEF A 7 TRILFEZ LICBFRITHRET, ERMMAL T 5. HEEL R
EZDREDRAFEEES, WORBKEKETHOLEMNS, £7T strangers D& SICEZ 3. “Revere
felt a pang of guilt, as if he had betrayed Nancy, as he had betrayed his sons, by bring-
ing them all into a world of stranges.”(p. 245) 2Dk S IKFHEMABHEH T strangersiZ B
NEBICETLDORFEER - fcT et L, KEE UTOEFEER LTV S, BIIEAL A
DOFDOFRNICKIC—ABELTHE0, HEABBICHAKEN, BRBRVSELSFISNTENE
WOHRENR S, LARBBADRICEVICRTCOI/DEETH ST EMNBD, HIZDFEE
iZ{ed» » T “Why did you do that?”(p.250) EMpss. LA LIRIZESDEFOD violence iITL 3
FORBDH 5728, HIZITIE “They ain’t anything but boys nomore....” (p.251) & B,
HEoHLMAFICULTFERL, FHEOK, FHELUKICOOVZEDEALIHRHTH 5.

Revere ZAD I DEFTDALER, BMELOBMOTH 72, DRV ICHEN, BORK%E

— 299 —



K, ZLTERETHU LB, MEEREZSHICHODL T EMBHKS. #HDF5-17c
Hic/DEZEOERNBIEZ 505, “-.-he saw them enveloped by a greater darkness beyond
them, the darkness of this wild land itself ; he saw them caught with the accidental pattern
of a fate in which he himself would be caught.”(p.251)/D&# (L violenceil & VY ZEAITIE
Laxb1zo Lih, #5b X violence DXELT 2RO FICEA T TN T 3 LERDE
RIEDOTH 5. }

N SDOIESETIE “Mindless evil is embodied in the form of young people: the pregnant
girl, the vicious boys.”® 5N 5 LI, HFBVALILL > THAINS violencex 7 — < IC
L7ofESEDS, TOmEREICIIZL,

“Sweet Love Remembered” & “In the Old World” TlE, FARXFEHEETHO, Th T @
EDMBOHKEDI D, BEOEFICEREBE LTS, “Sweet Love Remembered” FA
N Amield VA MT VTELS D24 P LRTH BN, A—VOEBOBHADCLIEILEAS
N3 LI, [ALICLEBONTOIZHEVRTHS. FIZE, VR b7 YOBONEERT S
A& DFENAE R T, #id “a queer, chill sensation, sweet hurt---” (p.70) &L DA ZRK U
T3, BIRITHZOBEIDRD - 1o DB LN THIRWD, HLDHEB»PH > T D
CENIEBTES, FERTIREEDY 24 b2 ELTOETFEDHIC, FOBNHBHEAIN
TW5. 213 Jarley 255 3 H, O EEICEREZ L TERLES oK - TR DB BT
EREDBRDODH SALFTICHEO T ERTH 5.

YA PLRELTEA LOESEEDEFE T A4 M E, “a sense of isolation and a
knowledge that the world was false and painful, that perhaps she would always he
alone with this knowledge, that she would never be able to share it with anyone.”(p.
70) &S NiEEDKRBIICHEAN TN S, HIEEVIRTH DE1S, HEHEDITEICHK
AECE, 1= ABEDBHEMEE-TVE, FHETA &2 LTWBE, FEROLOHIT
IZ, “...—the sadness, the surrender, that flattened world of some abandoned past and
this present violation, corruption....”(pp. 77—78) M&H D, EN SNILNEHEDE— the lost
vision of her brother again,...”(p.78) & 5. HEOAFHIcIT V> bBEL BRAENEEL
T3, '

“In the Old World”®MF A% Swan & ) #HHE, MOEROEANNELIIE-T, BHOD
HHADANTING, HEh DO~ ANTHICESTDL > THKRT, ZDHID sheriff D office ITA -
TH7<¢ . sheriff D& T AICKIZEHE, B> XD LRSIV, WOFEDAEMN S, X
EDOET =y 7 THRHDBADTHEE ORI TEEE)SIEE O, ZDHO—ANERDF 4 7 TERK
/T EDMDL . HIRE D sheriff OFTICKRTO /I BADDELHICAFE LTI L
»oFOVESFISAALEFETERLOAEELNS. Swan FEHDITAICKL, HFELSOD
HEkAZIF B DH 0T, “l mean to let him use it on me.”(p. 195) EE->TH M 7 &% L
443, deputy i Z N EF AT &H 5. Swan BREADDVEDREEZF S LicLb, BHD
BOBNEEH DS LK., LHALIEBLAEFEREORLODOEVEDICIED, ZDIE
A —EEEOERET A EECDRBERYE-> TWA. “Swan cannot restore his own
innocence and make his world pure and explicable. He remains a lonely and confused
young man, enveloped by disquieting feelings and depressed by his inability to pull
together his fragmentary insight.”® &9 creighton D RARD &L S i, #d violence iIC K D
BRI TR 7. HORBHOAECALREERENORMEb72H L, HONKRE
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ML bDICSH B LEBRL TV AERTHS. SwanlZ =7 VOEEEBR SN2 75 4
DRITIE DI ST,

“In the Old World” & V5 % 4 bvb Swan ERIBERE L EDEELNS. > TAL D
-0y NP5 T A Y AN New World 23K T - THDS, New World TH -7 A ) A
b, XAbDFEE HITE I Old World ic7i > TLE W, B1EBEICH B lost Eden Th 3
CEAEBEHRLTVEDTHA .

ULD 2 BOMRICB L Tl L CaEMad L Bhn 28013, Amie DI i 1REE
L, ZOREEBELIIEALB LD O OMBE > 1cDh>, Shaw 37 = 7 TEA & — K
WA L CHISREEOEh-7cD, 0D LI BEHOREICETIGMTHS. Blb,
ANREDPBERUICHRBEOBEL AT THL L icEHbNnS, LhrLlt—vEHEBIR, FED
HEEAREOHRAEICLF S0, BEDHREZNABEZEERL TOREODOTIEE
WhrLBONS. COLIICTHRBESAHAESFE@E A4 - vOERBIELELEASNS. H
REFEDOFMEZAPRIC L TH S RRDOEHIZ, A—vhsEic (1885 H 78005 | (imag-
inary participant) 1V IC7E B EAAFTEMOTHAD. L LIDHFEDOEHR bIsHEX
N T 5. “The danger inherent in this technique is obvious. Concrete events become so
hazy that instead of being creatively involved in the tale the reader loses the narrative
thread.” !V FEMICTHE L YRS E I WAL H B0, TOEEKEF 1| 2ORFICESEEDES
HR/NHE L THHIBEPUEEBROLEDEEIONS.

[El UL BHEEDRNEZH - 7-1E5IE “Boys at a Picnic” & “An Encounter with the Blind”
T&H%. “Boys at a Picnic” Tid, 3 ADISEAIRDDEDEZ S violence T —< &7 ->T
W3, 513 country people BMBEHICKRTINB Y = o ZIBIETHEG, 2 TESIF#-/D
LZDH EEBOBEICA > TITC. £ TLED | ARafed WA >EE@ L, BLRHL
DETICEHEZ S0z L onsd. PEFEIB-BLTE - VvERSL, BUONM Y 1%
HH LR SHEEZESE S, DA /D Rafe 05, EORBDOEHST, HELSHD R
REBRDTOBRRFBRO L S iTHiHN T3, “He wagged his fist at the rushing country-
side, the dark, anonymous hills, the- wasteland and cried in rage and wonder;‘I'm going
to die I’ "(p. 91) DEZDITAIZEE OB OWEEDEHNI vialence TH - 72435, “I am
going to die.” &\ Rafe W TME, Swan DIFE & B S DML EN DG F 0 2 4%
F356DTH 3,

SETAHATCEIAELETE, BEAMIBHNZ D - /05, “Pastroral Love” DT, %<
BB REDIBBEANTH S, FAL Grace 3G IEET B T &ITHE > TV B8, 81T
DHGOREEEZLTSIEHL, ETHLOEREAED, FhiEETHICEEFTIC—ATFS
AT S, BRE y FAAN—FBEREL/D, BolF VLR DS VONSTA D
9 5. #2id “The Expense of Spirit"DF AR ELEIRE, HOADALICBEREEL, [MOLR
HHGMWREZENOGFIDEZ LA TTH -1, YMEORKT, HizBHESK
ZOEECL, FREICA-TWE. BEO7 472D LRI EONT, OB TRIE
5L EIIEBIZAD. TDREDITIRDLHIICIE TS,

Time can be nursed, there is all the time in the world; give her time to be freed, time

to arrange for another escape, another flight. An hour after regaining conciousness

Grace had rejected, flatly, the ease of insanity—bloodless suicide, suicide for cowards

.... All the ime 1n the world, and the next time there will be no failure. In another
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year, perhaps. Experience is the best teacher.(pp.112—113)

Grace (3, Eden DED X S WA WREEIC—EIZR S0, AIOEN L BT EOBR
BICZ 505D, MOBCHEURHTAILETHA D, BRICE > THKERLLNKEES
EDETLH B, 4+ — VYOEBOMOEEELEIRRIC, WildZ THE5 real world ~HT
THOrRIEERE S OEHEAERE U TS, read world IZ (2GRS violence #5db 5 45, 7ok Ak
ML THHSIREHERDTREHTITS. ZH290HHHEZRD LT 2 ) h AOERE, 4 —
VIEERMICER L TV AL icEbNnS.

PlbhzcomEteoh e LTHEBL TV AEBDOWL 2ha2 A THKI2. By the North
Gate Tlt, WEDOES T Eden County &0 BRHHIH /NS SHAE T TH D, £ ITE
Bd s Aid, BROIEHMEL/DET, RICHEA & Lrdbbowd otttz HGET
HY, RECANFECHERBBREFRFLIRD 5HhEOHL~EBE - TITC.

LDEIBEBBENPEEREPBEOMOTT —<%2ERL T 5753, Eden County &5+
&z DDA L DRI, BAROESEF/NIAME W S BRFARBOWILE N SDTIE
724>, Eden County D TOBEEAYLEDEMTHIMIAMDRD O Dhic, BRISBASHP
HBOD L H 5T 4 D violence BMBEAL, AX%2BrT. BEVLEHRDHTOEIIESENTS
3120 IC—BAKKS BB ES A TS, L bR 4D violence 13, HROEK LB R
DB E N TITL A, FDHBALDEEEAE Z 5 LB ( Mysterious Shadows ) 12
WP TV S,

A—=ViFdTF—=& LT [KEDR] (family ties) 0D bDIKEHLEZE TV A. KIEKIC
BREND BH, REOHIBFEOHEWD, BRHERD TKEEZHTITE, HADH I
FESEAED, ZLCA—YONRTIREDL D [HABN, XbLEBEEOLEXKDHTH S
NTW5](-.-the individual is always viewed in the perspective of culture and history.)!®
DTH5. BicA—vHE“All the books published under my name in the past 10 years
have been formalized, complex propositions about the name of personality and its
relationship to a specific culture( contemporary America).” 1% L~ TW B KD, HELD
TEGDIREICH 2 HERIE, 72 ) AOBEAULE WS XLHERDF T, AL DL H
DITRNTIBREN TS, HICCOEBEETHE, BEAYE Eden County W) HFRAN D
FEEONE, AMBLSERICI ), BEBRE GO LTV 3ENIERVBZVEEDLNS.
HEDEZTFL0ONIILIDLNRY - THB.
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