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A Study of Northanger Abbey and Jane Eyre
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Even to the feelings she vouchsafes no more than an occasional graceful P
but distant recognition—too frequent converse with them would ruffle

the smooth elegance of her progress. Her business 1s not half so much

with human heart as with the human eyes, mouth, hands and feet. What

sees keenly, speaks aptly, moves flexibly, it suits her study: but what

throbs fast and full, though hidden, what the blood rushes through, what is

the unseen seat of life and the sentient target of death—this Miss Austen

1ignores. She no more, with mind’s eye, beholds the heart of her race than
each man, with bodily vision, sees the heart in his heaving bosom.
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Catherine thought this reproach equally strange and unkind. Was it the part 2’
of a friend thus to expose her feelings to the notice of others ? Isabella
appeared to her ungenerous and -selfish, regardless of every thing but her own
gratification. These painful ideas crossed her mind, though she said nothing.
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As they walked home again, Mrs. Morland endeavoured to impress on her %’
daughter’s mind the happiness of having such steady well-wishers as Mr. and
Mrs. Allen, and the very little consideration which the neglect or unkindness
of slight acquaintance like the Tilneys ought to have with her, while she
could preserve the good opinion and affecton of her earliest friends. There
was a great deal of good sense 1n all this; but there are some situations
of the human mind in which good sense has very little power; and Catherine’s

feélings contradicted almost every position her mother advanced.
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What a consternation of soul was mine that dreary afternoon! How all my ¢
brain was in tumult, and all my heart in insurrection! Yet in what dark-
ness, what dense ignorance, was the mental battle fought! I could not an-
swer the ceaseless inward question—why I thus suffered; now, at the distance
of—1 will not say how many years, [ see it clearly.
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“You are sure, then, Helen, that there is such a place as heaven; and 5
that our souls can get to it when we die ?”

‘I am sure there is a future state; I believe God is good; I can resign
my immortal part to him without any misgiving. God is my father: God
1s my friends: I love him; I believe he loves me."” '
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We begin to see why Jane Eyre should be so concerned to break through the ©
public and social, in order to free the personal self-hood of the heroine and
probe the hidden forces in the heart itself which make for its life or death.
While Emma’s progress is through false situations and misreadings of social
and moral value to the discovery of a true relationship, Jane’s is a pilgrim’s
progress from depth to depth in her own heart to reveal the nature of her
ultimate self, before it can be fulfilled in love. Both novels end in marriage,
but love for Emma is an adjustment between “Hartfield” and “Don(e) well,”
whereas the last house of Jane’s heart is a very private place.
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How, when and where she wrote these books we shall never know. Nothing 7
is to be learnt from the letters, and the accounts given by her family are
unconvincing. They say she wrote sitting in the parlour amid all the family
comings and goings;
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Their father was in the habit of relating to them any public news in ®
which he felt an interest : '
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Her idea of self-improvement ruled her even at school. - ¥
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