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The Life of Catherine Earnshaw in Wuthering Heights
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I was only going to say that heaven did not seem to be my home; and the angels
were so angry that they flung me out, into the middle of the heath on the top of
Wuthering Heights; where I work sobbing for joy: b
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Ere this speech ended, I became sensible of Heathcliff’s presence. Having noticed
a slight movement, I turned my head, and saw him rise from the bench, and steal
out, noiselessly. He had listened till he heard Catherine say it would degrade her
to marry him, and then he stayed to hear no farther?
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Nelly, I see now, you think me a selfish wretch, but, did it never strike you that
if Heathcliff and I married, we should be beggars? whereas, if I marry Linton, I
can aid Heathcliff to rise, and place him out of my brother’s power?
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My love for Linton is like the foliage in the woods. Time will change it, I'm well
aware, as winter changes the trees. My love for Heathcliff resembles the eternal
rocks beneath—a source of little visible delight, but necessary. Nelly, [ am
Heathcliff ")
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The self is not contained in an “I”’; has no sustaining “existence” or *“being” in
itself. She can only fully exist, be herself, in existing and being beyond herself in
Heathcliff; as he can only fully exist, be, live in her®
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Or she feels a “perfect energy” within her and when this energy burns in harmony
with her lover’s soul, she achieves “Identity” in a newly meaningful universe
which was once ‘“‘dumb/Stone-deaf, and blank, and wholly blind,” “‘dark-image-
less-a living tomb.””®’
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e That is not my Heathcliff. I shall love mine yet; and take him with me—

he’s in my soul. And,” added she, musingly, “the thing that irks me most is this

shattered prison, after all...” "
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My sister Emily loved the moors. Flowers brighter than the rose bloomed in the
blackest of the heath for her; out of a sullen hollow in a livid hillside her mind
could make an Eden. She found in the bleak solitude many and dear delights;
and not the least and best loved was—liberty. Liberty was the breath of Emily’s
nostrils; without it she perished®
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One time I mentioned that some one had asked me what religion I was of (with
the view of getting me for a partisan), and that I had said that that was between
God and me. Emily (who was lying on the hearth-rug) exclaimed, “That’s right.””’
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Jan. 2, 1846
O God within my breast
Almighty ever-present Deity
Life, that in me hast rest
As I Undying Life, have power in Thee'”
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