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The Modern Significance of “Taijokan” and “Shindo Tetsuron
in Shizen Shineidé by Shoeki Ando

Hikoshir6 Nobpa

Shoeki Ando is the first Japanese philosopher who was introduced to the West,
as “a forgotten philosopher” by E. Herbert Norman and whose thought has been
highly estimated since. His works are very voluminous and an entire sketch of them
has not been attempted yet.

The purpose of this article is to study his creative and unique idea that is found
in “Taijokan” and “The 25th Shindo Tetsuron” contained in his book, Shizen
Shineido.

First, I attempt to summarize the contents of those two articles and to trace the
development of his thought. I emphasize that his idea is based on physiocracy and
his philosophical method is dialectic. Secondly, I classify and arrange his several
articles which deal with such basic ideas as (1) Feudalism (2) Confucian scholarship
(3) Buddhism (4) Shintoism (5) Taoism (6) medicine, etc. He severely criticized
these concepts. I add my criticism on his view of them. Furthermore, I comment
that his philosophy is also criticized by such scholars as Dr. Ienaga and Prof. Miyagi
as being too peculiar and unique.

I conclude my article by describing the modern meaning of his thought.
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© ANDO SHOEKI: AN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY CRITIC JAPANESE FEUDALISM.

© ANDO SHOEKI AND THE ANATOMY OF JAPANESE FEUDALISM . &5icC DR

FiCEMNBMMENT 5.
Containing the original text of passages quoted in Volume I from the SHIZEN SHINEIDO and

the TODO SHINDEN
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(1) HABEEBELHBEL T HREEROEFEORARBMIC OV TRD LI ICHIL T 5.
Nature should be viewed as a whole and it is the false philosophies which have
set up artificial categories such as Heaven and earth, up and down, superior and
inferior.

“The sages established a system of men’s grades, in which the king ranked top-
most, princes next, followed by soldiers while ordinary people lay at the bottom.
Each of the upper grades lived on the labour of those immediately below them...
By viewing society relatively Shoeki undermined the absolutes upon which the
moral and political foundations of Japanese feudal society were built. He insisted
that what was preached by the Confucian school as the three cardinal virtues and
the five basic qualities were designed to protect and further the interest of the
dominant class. o
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In fine, I think one may with justice look upon Shoeki as the first conscious
advocate in Japan of a way of life which taught a proper respect for physical
productive labour, for the rights and dignity of all individuals in society.
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“Every man is distinguished from ten thousand others by a distinct and unique

feature, namely his face. A man’s face, in common with all others, consists of

eight parts (this concept is probably drawn from Chinese medicine and the I
. Ching).
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The most original feature of Shoeki’s physiocracy is that unlike any other Japa-
nese thinker of his generation he dismissed the bushi (warrior class) as totally
worthless, as drones, as mere food-consumers who discharged no socially useful
function and hence they had no place in his plan of reform.

EROERRD K OMAIMSEEE, PhoBROLOBERE LR »TREA22EH
RBROE, 2N SHERLBBIELITORVELIEELTHO, > THOWERTIM
SORENSS/BNEE L THELALLIARKDS. (NI TEERDEBEORETHD,
B4 HARAKICED THTLERM 5D, REBROBELTCBAREEHTH. M
EEADP SR IREREOMEREHELEBERT Z2COMARSH TR L ITEENTH 51T
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BELAIbDTH-72, EHELTV 3.
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4) FHMEEL, FHEkDd BN, B
Above all else he was a lover of peace and the pursuits of peace; hence in the
proper sense, a civilized man. His character and spirit are mirrored in the words
of Euripides, ...

Wk bEREB, FMEFEL, FHARDIATH >, B> TRAEEEST B L B
TOXA civilized man Th 7. ZOMMKE LI ERFAO S BREOAMS LA
V) EFRPMEDORELABOBHDREEET 77 437 ADEKEMHLBOFKRDEE |
Mo>TWBEVZLS. [EE L1, HROBRICE S HBMAEBLELE. v 5 AL
RIZBZOSES T, $LHOAFIRLK LB EL L. 1EREL 2 BROIKADBFEHT L
D, WIT, FRABUCKO LoD A2BI204. 1 OME ADCICEL 2 {TVO%MEFED
A ] & COICHREDQHEBENET L CRITHA .

(6 B0 BESECHEIC bIHANMEELZ LSOO E LT, kD a, b, cO=EEH

DBHBENTO S, CCTRELADARERT L LT 5.

a. AAEE OO A R KENEH.

One of the most significant features of Shoeki’s thought, partly no doubt deriving
from his concept of social relativity was his deep interest in foreign countries.

b. RADERHE profession Quesnay (77 v 2) LDFEL VBRI
But the resemblance of Shoeki to the greatest of the Physiocrats, Frangois
Quesnay (1694—1774) is striking. By profession Quesnay too was a physician
but agriculture was his real love.

c. PFERKDOERLERFELDED Winstanley (4 ¥ 275 v F) & DOEERIM:
Winstanley, in the vivid imagery drawn from Scripture, expressed the resentment
and yearning of the oppressed of that age. Shoeki too, by associating himself
with the interests of the Japanese peasantry, was able to clothe their complaints
and aspirations with telling and meaningful words.

EHEER/DEE L 5UIC ‘ANDO SHOEKI AND THE ANATOMY OF JAPANESE
FEUDALISM, & & U ‘A forgotten philosopher, Ando Shéeki’ (23 2 ##t $1
FROFBFECHDVTRELZDOMIFSHFEESNTV 505, LI TREAZMMERD [H5FME]
FBRETNBEASICRBINCEDBLUERATLHD [FHMERERLHE (BLoL2E] (4

EAR ] Ki€¥onk RWEEBT L &icd b

1. Fok=BRKIC & A #bf)
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DTHED EPOF > TOERMR L L TRESDKESLTEL , FED [FIER £ O BHE0H¥
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HRPCHFEL TV PO EEIRLTOBEBHTHET 2iIcdd T 0 I 2KEHTHS. | %
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