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A Comparative Study of William James and John Dewey With a Special
Reference to their Thoughts on Pragmatism |

Hikoshiro6 NODA

In the previous articles, I dealt with “The Influence of John Dewey’s
Pragmatism on Curriculum in Japan” and “Pragmatism and the Future of
Moral Education in Japan.”

The purpose of this present article is to compare the idea of william James
with that of John Dewey, both being two representative philosophers of
Pragmatism, and to study in detail the two ideas ; the former is moralistic and
religious, while the latter is instrumental and operative.

In the final analysis, I intend to trace the history of this philosophy which
has developed in America, starting from the study of the two.
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But why not simply adopt mass as the characteristic property of existents ?
The answer lies in the fact that Peirce was an idealist. By translating mass
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into other terms, it is perfectly possible to eliminate all assumptions
concerning the existence of matter in favor of immaterial points which are
centers of forces. Such a theory was in fact developed by the Jesuit Boscovich
who in 1758 published a treatise entitled Theoria Philosophiae Naturalis
Redacta ad Unicam Legem Virium in Natura Existentium, in which he argued
that matter is nothing but an aggregate of immaterial points which are
centers of inertia and of forces of attraction and repulsion.

HN=ADBRT B LIHBEORIDOEFEIRT LI Tt LT, bhbhoB4%H
Mile b Ld2 by ORERYBELTHEZARD -1, HBRABEORV O v 3 vie 2K
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BDOFEHILLEINL, ~r Y = = € F4ho Boscovich (1711-1787) (#1333, WmyE, X
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James developed a philosophy of pluralism, radical empiricism, and
voluntary assent. If Peirce’s view of things was distinguished by his passion
for logic and the universality we associate with mathematics, James’s outlook
was marked by a subordination of logic and the claim that living experience
cannot be contained in any form of universal.
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James’s conclusion is that experience, properly understood, includes not
only events and things, but the connections between events and things.
Experience does not concern itself with static or fixed objects, each of which
exists all by itself without any intelligible connection with anything else.
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We must now seek to understand James’s three basic ideas--purpose,
effort, and the will to believe--within the framework of his story of
experience. (S*A<P, p.55)
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Sustaining, persevering, stiriving, paying with effort as we go, hanging on,
and finally achieving our intention--this is action, this is effectuation in the
only shape in which, by a pure-experience philosophy, the whereabouts of it
anywhere can be discussed....here is causality at work.
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The first, and in many ways least defensible, case concerns the
fundamental moral order. Since moral questions concern what is good or has
worth, James concludes that they cannot be settled by sensible proof.
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More original and suggestive are the other aspects of the will to believe,
for they show how “running ahead of the evidence” can make a contribution
to experience and the gaining of new truths. One cane concerns, for example
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The third and closely related case represents James’s strongest claim ; it
is the situation in which willingness to believe in the possibility of a future fact
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such as might prove a proposition, and willingness to act in accordance with
that belief, is one of the facters helping to create the fact. Here the will to.
believe does more than place us in.
iz, BALDOERBZEIFEAOEMOLHDED S LIDOARM IS 5 LR, FEIIL
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FHIEIRBRATLHEASRTLRL, FER, MPROBICI > THRENDIUB TRV, TH
(757 =)—TCDIHTH 5. :
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DEMNMAMEBRENTZTEIDEEL TRLORNLT, B 2ORILTHHFEL LT
DABIEBREDERFIHREL, TOHRCKN L TABMAHIET 28 % b > TERERLE
LEDEHLT, 0L RUBEYERLE., Hicl - TREARMDARMTSS. ARIRE
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P@LI2) & D X 512 LT 5,

IN referring to this general outlook as a biological approach, Dewey was
emphasizing the organic character of man and the continuous character of the
environment. Above all, he tried to avoid any starting point “inside” the
mind ; man is primarily an organism and, while reflective thought---------
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MR AEA L, LD bIEMH THE. oLk s HESLX L BITBET L 5 & Ui, AR
BIKERGETHY, RENBEIABEORIEERMETH 5 2 L0 HH, bhbhit
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Instrumentalism GEE £2) & U Inquiry (3%) & Operationalism (/X %)

Operationalism (B{FEFK) (37 = — 1 2\ @ % operative thinking iz X 2D CEE K
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L BFRHEBICES C ABOTA BB L SR bR DTHY, ZOREOHEH L
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COBERLMEBRZERTH L2 FEhot, LEBLTVWS KSR SIcHETH
5.

They have been unwilling to frame their conception of the values that
should be regulative of human conduct to the basis of the actual conditions
and operations by which alone values can be actualized (Q+C+P+280 p)

% LT Instrumentalism GEEE$) XEF % b - TERP, 48, B, Biby, #8E
RRIZE > TOH/E - BRELRTERETH - TCF = — 1 FFELHMAM e Pragmatism & Fe b
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Instrumentalism means the doctrine that mind or intelligence exists as a
problem-solving power and that this function is more important than pursuing
the ideal of a purely theoretical and comprehensive knowledge of all things.
(S*A-P)
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Inquiry is the controlled or directed transformation of an indeterminate
situation into one that is so determinate in its constituent distinctions and
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relations as to convert the elements of the original situation into a unified
whole.

FLTZOBEREEDRENZERECOVWTIXRA U < Logic KR D X 5 WAREBRRBEIZIERFH
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BROBEBEETHY, MELARCREII S LBEROFEVERNCERI L, 4,
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A LEE, FrEmRNEE L XPARTAERIT ORI > THK & BRAER SN H5EAE
ThbH, LLTWwD, bhbhOEEOEENLERYMEIRL DL, RDLIHITH
ADELV2—REERRBTEZLTHEN, TITERBLELE-TKRDL, ZOHE,
WIEIE, ARMEEZE LD TOWAERAROILH, MHHEN TEBBCRFR b o &L BB/
THEENLS DL OMCHFET A UL HEETILERDHL. £ ThIERI I ANCERY
s LA EYIEELLE R, BREBLEABEFRLOENM HFKDLY EETS
EHALTWS, ERTINDL ) R—BRPUEELYROMA LI Y FHFLL T 5,

These general considerations may be amplified. First: Inquiry, discovery
take the same place in morals that they have come to occupy in sciences of
nature.

B WRENRREVIZ LI, BECH-> THERBFLRTHDR LRk
Eb%.B&@ﬁﬁiﬁkhbfﬂ%%ﬂ%%Eﬁkéﬁb,Aﬁﬁ%ﬂk?%ifﬁbf%
TEEEE LB BECRBEIRIBHLEDHDOTH 5.

In the second place, every case where moral action is required becomes of
equal moral importance and urgency with every other.

#o BRENTAEVBDETHIWAWARBER, Lo TXTOHE L RFCERMHE
LREIR o Lickd, Ebh bAEFE BHTHY, ETHDbORMEE FF, &
fr, HEEEWT, OBEBOD LdsREOMELEED, FKLRBRERE S M
5LDTHD. |

We note thirdly the effect in destroying the roots of Phariseeim. We are
so accustomed to thinking of this as deliberate hypocrisy that we overlook its
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intellectual premises.

B=, MABEHROBELHEET L EAEDTEETH S,

TRDOBENERBEOEBHFICRKDL ) ETHEZEE VT, WHRLESCLBEHIILA
CHITORELR DL THDORFEY TR, BEEDDARYIER L, FobTuwsEres
THREIBHECEROZ LVCADRLIERTHEEL VL —BEE VLD TH-T, HiELHE
BN LR CHEOREL O DT, THRbDABDEED>oH 5 HHICL - THK
LHENETH B &5 FRMEHW AN ETH 5.

In the fourth place, the process of growth, of improvement and progress,
rather than the static outcome and result, becomes the significant thing.

B, EFEOHMIRKENLELTORLE WS ZETERL, R, KL, BFL,
WBABTHD, o THNRERLVIESOBEDHNEETH S, HELHZ FH—D
BEEBNLOTHS.
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Consciousness”TH h, FEHELEZBIZOEHOMILEELLENRRE LI Bz TE s
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R % LRIV hIXREBRE LEH LS ERRSREEDTWS, JEMELTW5, B
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DOFBRME & T % Instrumentalism IZ & > TORKFERBL TR RVER L LTEHL, =
DHLWEEERNUBLEB LT, FLOBRFEGOHSHIE F CaERA LT 5021,
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