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The Modern Meaning of “THE QUEST FOR CERTAINTY”
by John Dewey
—In a special Reference to Operationalism——

Hikoshiré6 NODA

In the previous articles, I dealt with “The Influence of John Dewey’s
Pragmatism on Curriculum in Japan,” “Pragmatism and the Future of Moral
Education in Japan,” “A Comparative Study of William James and John
Dewey With a Special Reference to Their Thoughts on Pragmatism,” and
“My Comments On a Philosophical Polemic Between John Dewey and
Bertrand Russell.”

John Dewey attempted to form his philosophy on the basis of
“Experimentalism” and this idea was realized in the form of “The Quest for
Certainty.” I intend to trace the way he has developed the principles
underlying the present book and also intend to concentrate on the study of
“Operationalism,” which forms an essential feature of this book.

In other words, it can be said that Dewey tried to unite and fuse both
rationalism and experimentalism into one whole, which has been urgently
required by pragmatism. The result was this book. I hope to explicate the
theoretical and scientific inquiry which has dominated the formation of the
book.

I also wish in this paper to explain the statement made in the chapter 10
“The Construction of Good,” especially in reference to “Operationalism.” It
states that Certainty can be only approached through the constant “Inquiry”
and “Operation.” To make clear the statement, I want to discuss the theme
under the following four headings.

1. Dewey’s “Inquiry” which stnnds for experimental naturalism

2. “Operationalism” developed systematically in this book

3. A theoretical development of chapter 10 “The Construction of Good”
4. The modern significance of “The Quest for Certainty.”
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1. When a situation has the behavioral an physical characteristics which define it
as indeterminate, many cases occur where a behavioral concern (or intent)
initiate a behavioral activity called inquiry, and that activity is such that it
brings about conditions of behavioral and physical sort which define a
determinate situation.

(The Logic of Pragmatism p.199)

9. We may carry our account further by nothing that refrective thinking, in
distinction from other pperations to which we apply the name of thought
involves, (1) a state of doubt, hesitation, perplexity, mental difficulty in which
thinking originates and (2) nn act of searching, hunting, inquiring to find material
that will resolve the doubt, settle and disponse of the perplexity.

(How We Think : p.12)

3. Inquiry is the controlled or directed transformation of an indeterminate situation
into one that is so determinate in its constituent distinctions and relations as to
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convert the elements of the original situation into a unified whole.
(Logic: “The Theory of Inquiry ppl04-105)

4, Empirically, all reflection sets out from the problematic and confused. Its aim is

10.

11,

to clarify and ascertain. (Experience and Nature pp65-66)

. Many definition of mind and thinking have been given. I know but one that goes

to the heart of matter: -+ response to the doubtful as such. No inanimate thing
reacts to thing as problematic. Its behavior to other things is capable of
description in terms of what is determinately there.

(The Quest for Certainty p.224)

. They are all connected with the theory that inquiry is a set of operations in

which problematic situations are disposed of or settled.
(The Quest for Certainty p.229)

. Reflective inquiry moves in each particular case from differences towards unity ;

from indeterminate and ambiguous position to olear determination, from
confusion and disorder to system. (Experience and Nature p.66)

. The function of reflective thought is therefore, to transform a situation in which

there is experienced obscurity, doubt, conflict, disturbance of some sort, into a
situation that is clear, coherent, settled, harmonious.
(How We Think pp.100-101)

. To say that thinking occurs with refernce to situations which are still going on,

and incomplete is to say that thinking occurs when things are uncertain or
doubtful or problematic. Only what is finished, completed, is wholly assured.
Where there is reflection there is suspense. The object of thinking is to help
reach a conclusion, to project a possible termination on the basis of what is
already given. (Democracy and Education p.173)
Thinking on the contrary, starts, as we have seen, from doubt or unoertainty. It
marks an inquiring, hunting, searching attitude, instead of one of mastery and
possesion. (Demoracy and Education p.345)
Thinking, on the other hand, is prospective in reference, It is occasioned by an
insettlement and it aims at overcoming a disturbance.

(Democrasy and Education p.350)
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Page Chapter
111, EHIERIFEE Psysical operation Ideas at work
111, #fFo—## A set of operations Ideas at work
167, EVFREEIOE  Projection of operation  The play of ideas
169, #H{EHYMM Operative intelligence The play of ideas
197, BIEEBOKR The result of operation =~ The naturalization of
intelligence
204, HRIEEEIRIEIME Intelligence in operation ~The naturalization of
intelligence
221, HE{EEEBN OB AT Operational definition The naturalization of
of conceptions intelligence
242, PER{FHIHEREE Operative inferences The supremacy of method
243, BAEEEHHIEINE Intelligent operation The supremacy of method
of thinking
268, BIEREEEHE) Operative thinking The construction of good
280, HEIERIENGE Operative knowledge The construction of good

9297, HEVEEBNE S AR A system of operative idea The construction of good
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Judgments about values are judgments about the conditions and the results of
experienced objects ; judgments about that which should regulate the formation of
our desires, affectlons and enjoyments.,
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THELRHEPCKBENEESE YO0 LHELTWE0TH 5,
88 ERUIIRICIBT 5 [RMERNCE S b DTH 5,

As long as the only theories of value placed before us for intellectual assent
alternate between sending us to a realm of eternal and fixed values and sending us
enjoyments such as actually obtain, the formulation, even as only a theory, of an
experimental empiricism which finds values to be identical with goods that are the
fruit of intelligently directed activity has its measure of practical significance.

“THE QUEST FOR CERTAINTY” ——Operationalism # £#¢ L T—
NHEANER

AZBORIICOWT, Ran b, FEER - BEY - HUHFEHL L F OB L BIc T 5220k
PHOHFIIFE LT, BICRRRY EETHIUELSOHEMH Y & o iBF S,
Randall (% “The Philosophy of John Dewey” ® &z 3\ C
In the broadest sense, it is the experimentalism of the anthropologist, of the
student of human institutions and cultures, impressed by the fundamental role of
habit in men and societies and by the manner in which those habits are altered and
changed:------ It is a method of inquiry, of criticizing traditional beliefs and instituting
newer and better warranted ones.

BITHE, 72— M 0FERFBIIELVCERCKT, AEYEED, # L TAROHER Y
XALDBGEE e EDHEBOHRITI T, BEMREAEEL TV LHH BB L7b 00
KREETH D, &L TTHMEHIESRHLHL, FTHLL, X h k< RIEINIEETY D -
TEEPZAERFETH S, LEVEBAL VLT3,

ST 2~ 108 LT 5 RBRABEERSR (Experimental empiricism) 10835 & 0 235
H, TERIEYORBICHT 5 TBHN L TBEOLBBRTH D, Db % - EHIRRE O R~
5 &5 B, OCEFHLLO TR CBEAMEIL L > ET5THOMHHTHD | &,
BEDORBERT S0, BTN REOEELE D—F « R—HKTh < TEREHKS A
LD, PR BREAS YR ECOET 55, BE (Instrumentalism), TH 3, | & 7
DEDOERIT, FTILHELTWD, ChIFRBORIET S, ARTHENALNES
(Naturalistic humanism) , Bl TH& & AR & 42 & DEsEM (Continuity of nature, man and
society) a3 5, BHE LR T, EOLL “TRYIUT 278 & h, ->THAND
&%«@A@@&E%itﬁﬁ%&w—&vxmiof~5§ﬂ%&¢5%®f,A@@&E
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TR N DB R R A T2 DS IR A% T 5 5 DBUSERM R oo & B#
XL CEEERI S FRITRIFAUE b, (Cf Naturalism and Human Spirit. p.16) ; & *
RLICZ LD EROARERLGIRERT S L X, o TEREREZE T, OFRe S B B
FUEBCTRET AN S EHWERLE T3 & SRt b,

— 337 —



ERElEEL, #EERF TV IR

James Feibleman % “An Introduction to Pierce’s Philosophy Interpreted as a System”
BT F a2 — 1 DOEF, A~ ADKEFD 5 b, THEOHRE L FH LICHBA 5L
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LTw%
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