TNVA N7 T—=7 b EFARRZREREOKET —~

Yo R

The Common Theme of Wollstonecraft and Her Contemporary Women Writers
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To render women truly useful members of society, [ argue that they should be led, by
having their understandings cultivated on a large scale, to acquire a rational affection for
their country, founded on knoWledge, Y :
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Consequently, the most perfect education, in my opinion, is such an exercise of the
understanding as is best calculated to strengthen the body and from the heart. Or, in
other words, to enable the individual to attain such habits of virtue as will render it
independent.”

BRI E > TROBTEELLTFHE &, WERKROLOHEME RIS an exercise of the
understanding T2 b HHEOINHEEZ T TV 5, JIoEH TR, MAS M gL 4E
BILBEZHIOT L L) TN Tw B, ZoMIZ, B0 F) 2 FHEERIC BT LM
BUSHT 28 2R L Twb, Fl2 X ERBEROLHER, 0BROBRLIEE ST 2 2
HEROFATE T RTRVOD L LTRIFANBMERS D 7. A ZFOLED 75~ 2 Lk
BB O RE, BEMAME LA 2IE0E, BREICBLTREREL, L0230
Fand, RESE, BROVEL-> T, THEBEHORBOEELB L7010, BHEOKIC
ABFIEZ ORI HER S 2 h o, DI, FUFA NT, 728 2 8FE LD T AT &
DHRVWEIIIRES) L EREEN. LALYF—2BEICLY, v F—0BEHROARE LT
DEFEEVPENRES MR, NMBREET LI LIk DTHD. 0L B 75 24
RROFBIA XY 2 LRBERICOIEAY, PRBEROTIHELR VLD & LTHEMT 2 L5
ol FHRERCTBLTOUAYVA N 25—7 Mid, 457 2P0 - O 4
EIIBEO LADRBRET > TEWES ). 2R HICEURT OB T B O LHEIC
FEEG AR THEREEL DAL 72,

—But if he only meant to say that the exercise of the faculties will produce this found-
ness—I deny it.”
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I may excite laughter, by dropping an hint, which I mean to pursue, some future time,
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for I really think that women ought to have representatives, instead of being arbitrarily
governed without having any direct share allowed them in the deliberations of
government.”
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‘Amongst the especially welcome works are “Southey’s Life,” the “Women of France,”
Hazlitt’s “Essays,” Emerson’s “Representative Men;” but it seems invidious to particula-
rise when all are good... I took up a second small book, Scott’s “Suggestions on Female
Education;” that, too, I read, and with unalloyed pleasure.”
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.; in these days women may be thoughtful and well read, without being stigmatised as
“Blues” and “Pedants”.” '
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Men begin to regard the position of woman in another light than they used to do; and a
few men, whose sympathies are fine and whose sense of justice is strong, think and speak
of it with a candour that commands my admiration. They say, however—-and, to an extent,
truly—that the amelioration of our condition depends on ourselves. Certainly there are
evils which our own efforts will best reach; but as certainly there are other evils—deep-
rooted in the foundations of the social system—which no efforts of ours can touch; of

which we cannot complain; of which it is advisable not too often to think.” -
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Gerge Eliot introduces the popular Margaret Fuller boldly enough, but she reveals a
sense of slight unease when she brings the name of Mary Wollstonecraft into the
discussion.”
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The evidence would suggest, then, that George Eliot had reached, by 1855, the state of
mind necessary for the publication of a bold defense of A Vindication of the Rigthts of
Woman.”
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