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Summary:

This study pursues the ontological theme that how our society defines human life and
what are the differences between the rights of human beings and the rights of nature.

The purpose of this study is to promote the rights of people who have difficulties in
indicating their intention.

This study investigates major literature relating to the rights of nature (animals) which
are mainly from environmental studies and the rights of human beings which are mainly
from social science (social policy, social welfare, law, psychology and philosophy).

By the comparative analysis, four axes are significant; 1) The continuity between human
and nature, 2) Individuals vs. species, 3) Uniqueness vs reproducibility, and independence
vs partiality, 4) Materialization and objectivization of life.

In conclusion, the rights of nature are based on the philosophy of environmental
protection and generates with reasons and backgrounds different from those of human
beings. These differences need to be recognized.

Key words: life, rights, animal liberation, disability, deep ecology

_88_



