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A Study on Reading Children’s Literature in Class:
The Adventures of Alice, Dorothy and Momo

Takako KIHARA
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When by these gentle ways he [a child] begins to read, some easy pleasant book,
suited to his capacity, should be put into his hands, wherein the entertainment that he
finds might draw him on, and reward his pains in reading, and yet not such as should
fill his head with perfectly useless trumpery, or lay the principles of vice and folly. To
this purpose, I think Aesop’s Fables the best, which being stories apt to delight and
entertain a child, may yet afford useful reflections to a grow man.... (Section 156)
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He [Tom] did not remember having ever been dirty. Indeed, he did not remember
any of his old troubles, being tired, or hungry, or beaten, or sent up dark chimneys.
Since that sweet sleep, he had forgotten all about his master, and Harthover Place, and
the little white girl, and in a word, all that had happened to him when he lived before;
and what was best of all, he had forgotten all the bad words which he had learned from
Grimes, and the rude boys with whom he used to play. (Kingsley 59-60)
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“Dear, dear! How queer everything is to-day! And yesterday things went on just as

usual. I wonder if I've been changed in the night? Let me think: was I the same when I

got up this morning? I almost think I can remember feeling a little different. But if I'm

not the same, the next question is, Who in the world am I? Ah, that's the great puzzle!”
(Carroll 17-18)
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“Who are you?” said the Caterpillar.

This was not an encouraging opening for a conversation. Alice replied, rather shyly,
“I-I hardly know, Sir, just at present— at least I know who I was when I got up this
morning, but I think I must have been changed several times since then.” (Carroll 40-
41)
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FHTEEINZWIR L LT, MiFEshTws, Z2OBEOME T, 7Y A»oZ05 %M
W2 ASR D AR 2 B2 2 O IE R T 2 OWEE IR Z M L %o

Lastly, she pictured to herself how this same little sister of hers would, in the after-
time, be herself a grown woman; and how she would keep, through all her riper years,
the simple and loving heart of her childhood; and how she would gather about her other
little children, and make their eyes bright and eager with many a strange tale, perhaps
even with the dream of Wonderland of long ago; and how she would feel with all their
simple sorrows, and find a pleasure in all their simple joys, remembering her own child-
life, and the happy summer days. (Carroll 110)
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NI TFETH o7 EKMLTLE) RENAZFO =X . FOER Y ~ % (Glinda)
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DIEANZEHORKIZHPT, HROMFEHET, AV FANERELIDTH S,

COMEMDORAKDIERIZ, TAV AL S TT X A ZHERICEPNRODOREN 7 7
VE IRV L THD, FNWZ. I —a vy e L) T A AERICH L TV 5,
T, EAROFT Y =3 (7Y AEEREETTLRL) WEL, RINERPLTHE, D
Ferid, NERTHIEBMIICEA, 2o TEHERICHSAN, T2 NP L] (RS [0
L<] 8) EHRHEINTWE, LT, ZAOMEERTAV, WEZREBEL 2055, BL
WikE T 5. NS BRICE L BT SV ol  LTREI L o722 2 L T b,

T, REEFWERNON TV F AP0 AR, FRKIICTH - 722 L IZIEIZRKNT
WA I EE] L) I3—av 077 v 7 IV —TRIZEHENZREZ T VERES, FEEIC
PESh TR MDD Z L3 TH D, EARDVLIFEMFEANLERTHDRNRDEH, 2D
FERIA VHFATEBLL VLB L VIO THENZDIDOTH S, T2Z0WRDENT
HEDPL, EZD, FAF VOFECIIEER L THMT %0 1EPRAKDOEEII FE Yy =%
WRB7:DDEEOROMTH S, L L. WEDOIZIZBEHTFIITE2H0DMH 2L %
Moz VBT, Fud—2NZ0REE M2 50REBIC-ELZTTHD, oo Bk
REWVI)BEED, FEiX [BRAE S| (Winged Monkeys) AT TEIZNTWAEEFTH 5,
HOBENEZXZ BB L ZERCAOBLEIFe Y —IC[BFIOF A 2525, 2L,
BOELS PO Y — g2 T2 TERSTHLEVIEETH Y., ShiF, BEEHL
BBEETH L, ZDEHI, TOEMCBOTREILLABITIOATWS, ZNHR D HEE
WCENTWEDIE, BMOBERXT) VT OITEITH L, Wikowkig, 7 vV FRIR L REOTF
BrLTEETMENPLTLLE) &, Ny =3Pz bEWHLTTY Y FDOILIR > T
%o FEMNIC, WIEMEZ T XTHRL, Wiz HbOELEHE R P T L
EREDRETTH L, —2ld, FEY—IIEEOHOMENEEZHZ LI L. b)) —DIFZERS
RICHFTELEOHETA2 Fa Yy —20iEY) 2, Ml b2%VRTLEHHETLLTH
0 DF D MLHABOREE M) 2L idh v, TA)DORELFIIBVTE. 77 v ¥ V—
WCHTAEEDNBEMTER, T07 7 V7 V—EHRZIBHINZ SN TVWLEDTH S,

[7VA] EHELT, RIKRELEVE, WEEICBI2PROKE, ROBKRTIZZRW
59 e BT ) AL, WEEMR OV B I LTy YO AR % EHIE R - 1ok 4
GAEREARELIZRT E VI KRB Z R LTWEY, Wi RICBVWTRERDOH 51%E %
BELTwiv, —J, Foy—oF s, BuEL2RTIEThb, Emliiix
HEHETH), WMEORPMLORLLZTTH AV, ROEVWELIPEATLE-720IRF
FETH5bo

‘We are so grateful to you for having killed the Wicked Witch of the East, and for
setting our people free from bondage.... Dorothy was an innocent, harmless little girl,
who had been carried by a cyclone many miles from home; and she had never Kkilled
anything in all her life. (Baum 9)

FEDENEZ YA BROTEZIEETLE IRV, BLABEESHh, B#HIhTns, X

HIC, TS ] R ARMEDSFONTWE, EWw) Dk, ZOHA. HRIIHOEWELICEL

THHHAS T, BR. BEFREREC LF, FHoL ARV TELSTH S,
L2l HOECEZOIZH LTI LIEINE) o O HFRIIED2nwEF) Fud—
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WA ZXPHOECEZE [HT] LIHCIE-2EDEE-oTWwA,

‘Why should I do this for you?" asked Oz.

‘Because you are strong and I am weak; because you are a Great Wizard and I am
only a helpless little girl’

‘But you were strong enough to kill the Wicked Witch of the East,’ said Oz....

‘What must I do? asked the girl.

‘Kill the Wicked Witch of the West,” answered Oz. (Baum 89-90)

Fa Y —3W 2% #REMEZS & LB ITTHOEVRERLZBGT A RICHAT 5, £L T
FEULABELKAZGOTFTHOELEZHRLTLIIDTH S, M b5l SNz, Holt
REB) ETHNOBERIIEEZ VT Py —d-BbIFRkERLTFTLE ).

This made Dorothy so very angry that she picked up the bucket of water that stood
near and dashed it over the Witch, wetting her from head to foot.

Instantly the wicked woman gave a loud cry of fear, and then, as Dorothy looked at
her in wonder, the Witch began to shrink and fall away.

‘See what you have done! she screamed. ‘In a minute I shall melt away.’..

‘Didn’t you know water would be the end of me? asked the Witch, in a wailing,
despairing voice.

‘Of course not,” answered Dorothy. ‘How should I?

‘Well, in a few minutes I shall be all melted, and you will have the castle to yourself.
I have been wicked in my day, but I never thought a little girl like you would ever be
able to melt me and end my wicked deed. Look out—here I gol' (Baum 112)

BEOtzBdoild, LBt —u—ofKATHY, BETH-2E LT [BT] 2
VIR ONLMEHE VI BRERBLVESZHDOTIERVESL I 2 EHIT, 2Ot
Vv — - AT7FFuF¥F—%Ez NI, TTICHLTFEOEZEZ T BHoz L idkLTEZ LN
e 5451, ThHEENWIC TEosw] [EER ] ARICZZF5 2 5N a0
Th b,
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... am glad I was of use to these good friends. But now that each of them has had
what he most desired, and each is happy in having a kingdom to rule besides, I think I
should like to go back to Kansas.! (Baum 185)
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‘Tell me,” she [Momo] said eventually, ‘what exactly is time?"...

Momo pondered for a long time. ‘It exists, she mused. ‘That much I do know, but
you can’'t touch or hold it. Could it be something like a perfume? Then again, it's
always passing by, so it must come from somewhere. Perhaps it’s like the wind — no,
wait! Perhaps it's a kind of music you just don't hear because it's always there.” She
paused, then added, “Though I have heard it sometimes, I think — very faintly....

‘But there must be more to it than that,’ said Momo, still pursuing her train of
thought. “The music comes from far off, but I seem to hear it deep inside me. Perhaps
time works that way too.” She broke off, bewildered. ‘T mean,’ she said, like the wind
making waves in the sea.” She shrugged and shook her head. T expect I'm talking
nonsense.

‘Not at all,; said the professor [Hora] . (Ende 142)
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He looked Momo in the eye. ‘Will you help me?

‘Yes, she whispered.

‘If you do, you'll be running an incalculable risk. It will be up to you whether the
world begins to live again or stands still for every and a day. Are you really prepared
to take that risk?

‘Yes,” Momo repeated, and this time her voice was firm.

‘In that case,’ said the professor, ‘listen carefully to what I'm going to tell you, because
you'll be all on your own. I won't be able to help you, nor will anyone else.

Momo nodded, gazing at him intently. (Ende 215-16)
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‘Please,’ he [the last of the men in grey] whispered faintly, ‘please, dear child, give
me the flower [of Time] .

Momo, still cowering in her corner, couldn’t get a word out. She clasped the flower
still tighter and shook her head. (Ende 233)
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