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On Alice Walker’s Meridian

Kazuyo ISHIKAWA

Meridian (1976) &, 7 AV & OBALHESER Alice Walker®D 25 2/EH O KfR/NLTH 0 .
FEARNTEANLEDOMeridian T 5. Z DFEMIZDOWT, Ashis Senguptald. “Meridian is a
maturation novel which celebrates the protagonist’s triumphant emergence as a strong and
wise black woman.”' £ #-X, Deborah E. McDowellid, kKD X 9 IZB_Tw 5,

But in Meridian (1976), Walker's latest and probably most artistically mature work,
she transcends the boundaries of the female gender to embrace more universal
concerns about individual autonomy, self-reliance, and self-realization. In the tradition
of the Bildungsroman, or apprenticeship novel, the book chronicles the series of initiatory
experiences which Meridian, the title character, undergoes in an effort to find her
identity, or her own moral center, and develop a completeness of being.?

ZAOHMFROBANS DDA B L H 2. EmMiTEANAMeridiand k4 282 @ LT, H
CHRLT, HOREAL, HCEBRICEZBEZHVWIAEHRTH 5,

fEiiZ. Meridian. Truman Held. Ending® 3 2D #4525 ). Meridian® A11215%,
Truman Held® H1 12105, Ending® i 9B E WIHIHK TH 5, TEM D 1 F*The Last
Return"® BEII/NHOBAETH . FFD &L { ZvMeridiandsFv L, & 1 EORH 25 [0
BMELTHFICEAAPREBR LA TETE, EALOREMREIH 2L, Endingll &
INB 9L, EIPHOBIEIZOWTHIPANT WS, Ending® I 72 5 ik Release”
TiE. HREAFEEL. LB EZ T2 EALPHEING, 1 HEERKEOM THIANS
Meridian® A % i HLIZ B R TEB & 72\ Meridianld SR A ORFICHEIR L 727201285 L.,
Eddiel L CATHRLEDS LEHO LS, ERIEAGPRAGEZR L > Tnina
Mo TV BRATIPEITN TSI, ZOWMEHIEN T L& ETHE2HZF) LER S,
Meridianl¥Eddie* B3 2 &2 CTE 3, HIIEREZHTLE ). LI TLEZR TV, EF
DR TENOHEFEMSFEBHVEE D, EHEE L TH HIBOBRAIRDLNTVwSEZ L%
MY VEWIEROME LA ZERLIED L0, CORBERIZE IR TH L. BADT L ET,
EEIOIWE 5 2 RICBHIRITAEINT, ZORIEIWED LY, EHRPAGBENHZ L
2o THh 5, Meridianld ., TEd 2 HJBAOBICHT, ¥ HEICTHEZ O & & 54
G, WEMEGFEIIISINT 5 L9k b, T, ikiZAtlantadSaxon Collegell A
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FTOLREEG 20N 0, TETLD bCollege TOAFEEBEL LT, THEK LT
WAHREIZ, DR T2RoTLTE D, College THEMGb S, EENIZLBMT S99 B
12 EHOHFLE TH S TrumanllZB L T MRS A0 Meridianld iR L. S 5121k
HFMz2. BETHDL L 22T TS, CollegeX-#MA. Meridianld &2 4 KL oA
Anne-Marion & —##1Z. LIZ5H < New York THE: & 3745, IR IL. [ A D72DIZT T A TIHR]

CEETAHILIITETH, EHLTH [EMODICKRT] LEZ2AHTLIITET, Fhid
HOBEDMPRE Lo onEZAoNTWwENSZE &S, £ LT, MeridianiZdt
WEE-T, MHNRLZ LI b, WiE. HOREGRE L THIEETHDL L EZ DN
WRBECIEHS R Y OBEZRRA L THEART, 2O/ TIE. FIZ, FAAMeridian?H g
ZELC, HORR L, HCERICEL2BRICOWTEZLTATZVWEE

fES D% 1 3D HETIX. Meridian® 2> > T ® 75 ATruman?s. New York#A* & B # @
Chicokema™~N§ &L GiRTRAZEOZ LA ND D, ZOROMHIIL, IFHLLIH L. K
A LA DOFEIEITT LA TV 5,0 HEHORTXMOEELRI LT, RIThr>2EZ TN
Meridian% & C. TrumanidIE#HI2E <.

“What are you continuing to do to yourself?” he asked, holding her bony, ice-cold hand
in his. Her face alarmed him. It was wasted and rough, the skin a sallow, unhealthy
brown, with pimples across her forehead and on her chin. Her eyes were glassy and
yellow and did not seem to focus at once. Her breath, like her clothes, was sour.®

Z 2 CTOMeridianid, M dEIREHEYHSTETEY., BidEa 1T ELAREDLT. B
FTRIRBWT, MEELRKETHSLZLEZRL TS, Trumanid. B WIELr ST
LD BOONY A FERS L THEZROW TR 525 i, MeridianlZ i3 & { HEDN R & o
TWAHZEERERT L, ko Z IREIX, REETH LWHIEZ T 5 Meridian® % & 1%}
BITH 205, BEEICOVTIE, RFBICHBRE L ET D,

FB1EORPT, MCEEE LTESNLEANE. IMEROE, B hs LR R
Anne-Marion& —#§12. LIES {New YorkTHESL L TWOTEZTETH 5,

To join this group she must make a declaration of her willingness to die for the
Revolution, which she had done. She must also answer the question “Will you Kkill for
the Revolution?” with a positive Yes. This, however, her tongue could not manage.
Through her mind was running a small voice that screamed: “Something’s missing in
me. Something’s missing !” And the voice made her heart pound and her ears roar.
“Something the old folks with their hymns and proverbs forgot to pit inl What is it?
What? What?" (14)

TIV—TIZAD 722, Meridianid, FEHFD7ZDICTTATIEREES T LI LIETE SIS,
[ D7D T D &) BIRITH LT P @ Anne-Marion® X 9 12, FE#B I 4 = X |
LEZDHTELIITELR V. Meridianid &9 LTHIHEMGDDIIKTIEEZRVDTH S5
WL DLDOHIZH L D YIZDONT, KDL ) IHirnTwb,
But what none of them seemed to understand was that she felt herself to be, not
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holding on to something from the past, but keld by something in the past: by the
memory of old black men in the South who, caught by surprise in the eye of a camera,
never shifted their position but looked directly back; by the sight of young girls singing
in a country choir, their hair shining with brushings and grease, their voices the voices
of angels. When she was transformed in church it was always by the purity of the
singers’ souls, which she could actually kear, the purity that lifted their songs like a
flight of doves above her music-drunken head. If they committed murder—and to her
even revolutionary murder was murder—what would the music be like? (14)
Meridianid. HAPHEEDMMPIZZ 7L o TWEDTIE LR, BEDOMPRE Lo D0
FAONTVEDZLELTVDTHD, Z LT, BEREMRZ TV HOEL -7 1
AN72BLDORETH ) DO EER TR - TWIEWIRAE DR TH S, MeridianiZ & - T,
HRDI2DODHRATH>TH BAIRATH Y, HRIE, S LEZOWREDPRAZILLZS,
BRI EIRoTLEIZAH) LB ) DTH S, Meridian®D Loid. B E BHADOFEEIC
HAOoNTWBELEFZEH,D Litkw,

MeridianZ3% 2 2 D &2 EWHFo TV B, HRRIMIFA 2T E, BoZ L, BEko
HOZ L 2B wilig, Meridian2¥13i% T, A THOBICAD, TIE5 LWHEHEICH - T
W, [fMZEELLESVAREIV] ERPEV., BoFEZ AT, [HFOL2BLRVEHIC
] £LEI. FOWE, Meridianid, LB -72FFHL > T0BELEITTH S, IO FEE
HAOFTEA, TNeLobiBoT, TNZ2EICHTL) L3525 L, BEXLREOHFT
B EZBL LB bEFE->TLFEVW, “Her mother's love was gone, withdrawn, and there
were conditions to be met before it would be returned. Conditions Meridian was never able
to meet.” (17-18) & & 5 & 9 12, Meridianid [ HFDOFIZTHA TLE 572 0o ZOHNTLE 5
o] LU, [ZRZRY RTIEWL DD D5EM25H - T, £o b Aodsik L Cii/z§
CLNTERVWLD] BLEEZDLZDTHD, FV—TDIHD [[RoTWBD? | LFHHET,
MeridianiZ#E P SBIEIIF ORI NG 2, KT EFVE LT LIETE R\, Anne-Marion#®
5., “What will you do? Where will you go?” (19) L2115 &, Meridianix. “T'll go back
to the people, live among them, like Civil Rights workers used to do.” (19) &% 2. &
2 ED, HHICELZDTH 5,

CITHREICEADITY . BEREOKIZHEYR L, Eddie & #4 L 72Meridian® 4% 122\ T,
FTEZ TV EIC L, T F /-1, MeridianldEddie2 B3 2 &3 TE 3, 1§
WBREMTLE ). DKk, Meridianid, 7L EERTWT, BAOREHEFEE O Z &
ZH S

Now she sat listlessly, staring at the TV. The house she has passed was on. There
was to be a voter registration drive (she wondered what that was) that would begin in
the city, at that house, and work its way out to the people in the country. Local blacks,
volunteers, were needed. . . . But this concerned her, gathered her attention, only
superficially, for all its surprise. It kept her mind somewhere else while she made her
hands play with the baby, whom, even then, she had urges to kill. (69)

TLEDZ 22— A, W EIZWZ, Meridian®FEE% & 5 2. EREKRAYZHR L%
BoH, IO L ZAIZVEFELN, RAVERLIZWEWSHEIIrONE, LT,
FHOTFTLVEDZ 2 — A% BT, RERSFEHFHEE - 2 CORITKBBERBIRTATN
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T RPWHD 2L 0, RBERLABEPMIZ2Mb, ZOHKIC, “And so it was that
one day in the middle of April in 1960 Meridian Hill became aware of the past and present
of the larger world.” (70) & W) EAI2H Y. T OFE M- 722 &5, MeridianA3A W 1k
REeFEHLIBODLEoNT LD e 0 5h. ZOBHIMELE, HH, Meridianid 7t %
FIMOFFBUITAET, FHOE LI EH IR b, FHEAHAITIT—ATHEBIIES L., EE
DOEOFICHHZ HIFTH72EhT, HMIESTVBLTVWEZ LB RLL2VEE, BH5OH
HEORBIZOVTILCEZTAL) ETHDRED, ZTORE, HELIIKRD L H KL %,

At first it was like falling back into a time that never was, a time of complete rest,
like a faint. Her senses were stopped, while her body rested; only in her head did she
feel something, and it was a sensation of lightness—a lightness like the inside of a drum.
The air inside her head was pure of thought, at first. (71)

Z ZCTMeridian2V & L TW A DIk, B2 OHMRETH b, Mz L Tde b a2 TH
T BRI 72720 IK LB EFE X500 Lk, £ L CTMeridianid, 2?17 A
B, BEMBREESICEN LGS 5, Meridian2SHEBICE ML TW5A 2 &2 HOORIZHE
P E TIIERERAS2 20 D L GE L72REICIE T TR A > TB D O RBIERD L) b DO TH 5,

“As far as I'm concerned,” said Mrs. Hill, “you've wasted a year of your life, fooling
around with those people. The papers say they're crazy. God separated the sheeps
from the goats and the black folks from the white. And me from anybody that acts as
foolish as they do. It never bothered me to sit in the back of the bus, you get just as
good a view and you don't have all those nasty white asses passing you.” (83)

Meridian®#iE, BADPHA I D HERLENEN TS Z LI BEMZE T TV W,
Meridianld R L & 9 & 3525, FHIEWIFE & L T, “If somebody thinks he’ll have to pee
when he gets to town, let him use his own toilet before he leaves home! That's what we did
when I was coming up!” (83) £ EHIDTH b, HHOEXRZIHMTELVWETH LM 5,
Meridian7%Saxon CollegelZ A% &% 52 572D T, CollegellfT& 72k w9 k%
Rz 7:F, BATFETCEZTAHAILDOHDPEETH S & MeridianllF 9. 7225 MeridianH
i, FHRAEBRLA > TV B REIC, DA F%2R D, Saxon College TOAFEEBEERT LI &
2% %,

Meridian28 ¥t 2 B Lo WO HHIZHA SN, JEORICT L Z2 FHIF - H TR X OMHE
ZEL, MAICHSOFHZ R > TL T\, College TOEIGZEILT HDIE. HLAH -
TWVWALRHOBRUFEEL2 5 2 Twb & BEbh b, Ashis Senguptald. “Tradition imposes
motherhood on a woman and encourages her self-sacrifice for the sake of her family and
society. But Meridian finds this condition of womanhood simply suffocating.”* & #R-~<Tw: 3
2 CNFETORBEDO L), THOLDICHGZEIEICT 5 2 L1d. MeridianiZ 138
wWlwnwZeThsrLEibns,

Meridian® 1> T\W A FOFEFIZ H % [0} THA 72\ Meridian® £ O &1 0 £ 5113 005
T THEZAL DI B LI BHREORICHRY HIF SN, ZAZHCIRS 728258, F
WM HFoh, TaELI 2R, 3EHIHIT 2N RKIZP- EZAZFITIZEL
CEERHFENT 2L, BHATEP L) I —WEWELGZ T L2 0w E W) &
ThHolze 20720, BIIHRILITIZ) 2R, KIIIKRDEZAENX, JITOIrFE X -MELE
LTENRLY, B2 LT THABEOEM &) LT, FHAED100UI% 5 £ Tl

- 286 -



TIOA T —=H—=D [AJF4T7 V] IZoVnT

BT ZAPESED /228 BBIITEC S Eo THRARER S NZEEOHL 2 D720I258I12, T
7z B35 ) b 7ze Meridian® BEBLIZ, FROBEMIC R 2B BV 7205, HLVPEE
DDA 12BN OWFHERIH L WH D TH 5,

First, she had come up against her father, who said she did not need to go to school
because if she only learned to cook collard greens, shortbread and fried okra, some poor
soul of a man might have her, and second, she had to decide to accept the self-sacrifice
of her mother, whom she had worshiped. Her mother, by that time, was pregnant with
her twelfth child, and her hair had already turned white. But it was her mother who
made the bargain with her father that allowed her to go to school. The agreement was
wretched: School would cost twelve dollars a year, and her mother would have to earn
every cent of it. (129)

Meridian® FED B, IR TENITFHEDPPIRICD H o TNEEL I D, I
TR EI BV E RO LRI BO HCEEZ 2T 2005235 2FHOTHEZHTH 5
TWC BECEDHL o T BB, BAORPFEIATT 2 L) 12T 572012 51 &
L. FRICPPL2EHZETHS THRCEVIMYRDEZIFANLDTH S, €L T, B
BiE, BEEKBSOIC, HEOROWER MR LR R 725, RidbSHLTICIZOROUE
BAELICHP T A RELREERT 5, Meridian® BV FHOEMIC R > TrHE bR, £
DRFIITK % %0 Meridian® HOFHAFORH. Meridian® O RHIZ. W d bA T
DD, BOoZBEICLTWwWSEZ ek {H 5. Donna Haisty Winchell?S, “Her family
history is one of mothers who sacrificed even life itself for their children.”® & 3gH53 28 Y T
H%o

DX HIZL T, Meridian® FHI BN 2 5 D TH B A5 W UEROH L AEBEL T,
TP EEFNL L, TETCOLDIMFHEEZRD, THAZENKRELL LT, NI EFER2H
5% oz, b —BHEIEICV EnERI D, T LWREBRICZ» 21T 42 BY
IO Z L d v, Meridian®D D, FHO012, HOZEEIILTWADTH %,
“Meridian was conscious always of a feeling of guilt, even as a child. Yet she did not know
of what she might be guilty.” (40) & & 0. MeridianlZ 7tD & &2 5 —FOIREOEHE D -
TWhb, TOEMIIOWTIE, “It was for stealing her mother’s serenity, for shattering her
mother’s emerging self, that Meridian felt guilty from the very first, though she was unable
to understand how this could possibly be her fault.” (43) &\ 2% . MeridianA5E
DEBRED 72D, BOFEEW 572720 TH), BOFBEDHIFH->TI L) LT HHEKEIT
LW/ THo7zo F72. Meridianld, $§ TR ETELZEMETRH->TWERDLEZ
A, HArEEFIFN IR I o7z b, BB, 2L T, BIZ3ES b TEL
WeE 25,

It seemed to Meridian that her legacy from her mother’s endurance, her unerring
knowledge of rightness and her pursuit of it through all distractions, was one she
would never be able to match. It never occurred to her that her mother’s and her
grandmother’s extreme purity of life was compelled by necessity. They had not lived
in an age of choice. (130)

BOFRERE, LU THE) T DOLVIEROHRI, H ETEHRLERT L0, 282 H
BWENSEZITHRNTVWAHIZLTH, BIZE2E) B TELRWVWE, MeridianlZiZ B 2 50
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TH5bo

FelZlh 7z X 9 12, MeridianidSaxon College TG T 572012, FHZHMLIT5
TWARRIICHZOFHEZR o TLE I AN HRIE, BOEBEORLOELRIHERLZ L
DNz 7Z—ANThbERH,

Meridian knew that enslaved women had been made miserable by the sale of
their children, that they had laid down their lives gladly, for their children, that the
daughters of these enslaved women had thought their greatest blessing from “Freedom”
was that it meant they could keep their own children. And what had Meridian Hill
done with her precious child? She had given him away. She thought of her mother
as being worthy of this maternal history, and of herself as belonging to an unworthy
minority, for which there was no precedent and of which she was, as far as she knew,
the only member. (90)

Z DX HIZHE ) MeridianiZ i, College DN % H W T WA, —DOOREDEZ 24D 5 A3,
ZTNERDE ) b DTH 5,

A voice that cursed her existence—an existence that could not live up to the
standard of motherhood that had gone before. It said, over and over, until she would
literally reel in the streets, her head between her hands: Why don’'t you die? Why not
kill yourself? Jump into the traffic! Lie down under the wheels of that big truck! Jump
off the roof, as long as youre up therel Always, the voice. Mocking, making fun. It
frightened her because the voice urging her on—the voice that said terrible things
about her lack of value—was her own voice. It was talking to her, and it was full of
hate. (90-91)

BRI 2 51k, T B2V EFLONETHELRZONEVWEE, ThitdkoTLE -
T DEEZDOD L LA TH Y. HADOARE L TOMEDKANIONWTHENT L EFH
HOoBHSOBETHY, ZoOFFML AN D TW5b, Meridianld, Saxon College T3 IZi%
BHL, 72 SADKEBIA, KbNIRZEB) L35, BDIIMML, Jvkkizb o,
2EHIC A TS T b Y BN S, BH/z) ., FEHICANONZD 5 AN
LD, BRRZFHMERL ThabiTIZidunhrhwe Bo57206THb, Anne-Marion& K755
o THh B, ZATTERITE, HEHICASLERD 35, Meridianid, B L% R
BTV RVEHIE T > THOIEEZEZTVLDICRIL,

Meridian found, when she was not preoccupied with the Movement, that her
thoughts turned with regularity and intensity to her mother, on whose account she
endured wave after wave of an primeval guilt. She imagined her mother in church, in
which she had invested all that was still energetic in her life, praying for her daughter’s
soul, and yet, having no concern, no understanding of her daughter’s /ife whatsoever;
but Meridian did not condemn her for this. Away from her mother, Meridian thought
of her as Black Motherhood personified, and of that great institution she was in terrible
awe, comprehending as she did the horror, the narrowing of perspective, for mother
and for child, it had invariably meant. (96)

BTDOEIIWTKALILFETLRIFLALREI LD VR LE#EEL. MeridianlZ FED 72 & (2Tt
A Meridianid, #2 ABILSINZZRBAOREZOb DL B, BAOREE W) &z R
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MDEEboTELZDEDTHD, TORNLSHEZ 5L, Donna Haisty Winchell®), “The
move to Atlanta thrusts Meridian into the heart of the civil rights movement, but it does
not provide a means of escape from the guilt that she feels for having failed as a daughter
and as a mother.”® & W) 541, METELLDTHHLEE R 5o

Meridian® Ffkiz, HA DA MLV ATHZLIZEF 555 HHLILHS O F K05 stood in the
way of a reconciliation between her mother and that part of her own soul her mother could,
perhaps, love.” (96-97) TH 5 LB, WARZEBHL THEELEL LI %5, HRiE. BE
AR TR O N TERE RS 72D . FROFIIRITR S v,

Only once was she beaten into unconsciousness, and it was not the damage done
to her body that she remembered when she woke up, but her feeling of yearning, of
heartsick longing for forgiveness, as she saw the bright lights explode behind the red
blood that curtained her face, and her feeling of hope as the harsh light of consciousness
began to fade. (97)

BRRATR © 7RISR DICFELADIE, INTHENLIOTIE WAL W) ERLFLETH
%o WIRZEBLT HMeridianiZZ O EMHL 2D, HINUIRITFTHFITL v,

Meridiant3 Truman(ZZ8 L CTHAR L. FOEREZ F# L. AIEFH 225205 ZOHOT
ETLELT, 2EDL) RGN D 5,

She returned to the apartment sicker than when she left. Happily, two days later,
neither the fainting nor the blue-black spells had returned. Then she found—on trying
to get out of bed—that her legs no longer worked. Since she had experienced paralysis
before, this worried her less than the losing of her eye sight. As the days passed—and
she attempted to nibble at the dishes Anne-Marion brought—she discovered herself
becoming more and more full, with no appetite whatsoever. And, to her complete
surprise and astonished joy, she began to experience ecstasy. (123-124)

ﬁﬁkf)v:cu\@m EAEAWRIZRD, ZLTHRRBREZRBLIEDLDTH S, 2 L THIZ
REBIXKRO L) IHirh b,

Sometimes, lying on her bed, not hungry, not cold, not worried (because she realized
the worry part of her brain had been the landslide behind her brows and that it had
slid down and therefore no longer functioned), she felt as if a warm, strong light bore
her up and that she was a beloved part of the universe; that she was innocent even as
the rocks are innocent, and unpolluted as the first waters. And when Anne-Marion sat
beside the bed and scolded her for not eating, she was amazed that Anne-Marion could
not see how happy and content she was. (124)

Meridianid, ZESE LB L %<, LEFED L. BHOVPFEHOUMSINI—HE o T,

R THNDPEWEE LD TH L, ARZE LR WVIRETR Yy FTETWVWLAEENL »

3 {2 7% - 72, Meridian & W4T, Meridian® &K & & 12411 £ T, Saxon College D &3

HTH HMiss Winter’s. Anne-MarionZ* SR E R &, RIEEWIZR TN S, ZDIKFOMiss

Winter®—F 12 & T, Meridianid, 2 LIt/ EZWMY R T &Ik b, ZOHMEIE, RO L
IBRLDTH 5D,

When she slept she dreamed she was on a ship with her mother, and her mother was
holding her over the railing about to drop her into the sea. Danger was all around and
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her mother refused to let her go.
“Mama, I love you. Let me go,” she whispered, licking the salt from her mother’s black
arms.
Instinctively, as if Meridian were her own child, Miss Winter answered, close to her
ear on the pillow, “I forgive you.”" (130-131)
B2roHLThoninE vw) EFLRFHE LV TWzMeridianll & > T, [FFLTHIT 5
bl =Sk, ZEZENPEPSOFTETIEA L, Miss Winter»5DSETH->TH, K
ERBRED L, BEE —HICWVW D EE A TWizMeridianlZid, BZ 5 Fhid, B TEFL
THITbb] EE-72LHICHI 2720d L%, “The next morning Meridian ate all her
breakfast, though it would not all stay down. For the first time she asked for a mirror and
tried to sit up in bed.” (131) &£H 5 L H 2. HFLOSEZ MV -HHA 5. Meridianid, 4
CTRHDLH, TRICEVIEDDEDTHD, T TR o &, Meridianid, FHD Z A 05 #
R LTE LTV ROERP OB ENELEZATHA I,

TR X7 & 9 12, MeridianiZ. Saxon College®-3 % 12 Anne-Marion& —# 12 LI 5 <
New York THESH L7z, MR- T, WL OO TAIET %5, Meridian2sh > TR L7z
Trumanid. ¥ Y RO ANDO L Lynne& #8535 %5, Lynneld #EUR3 % & — A TNew York
~H T, W oCamara%x HE L. Truman?dMeridian® b & ~NRE 5 Z & % % %5, Truman
iEMeridian®FI~f7- 720, JIOHADIREES L7z L) EFEERIT A L% 5,
Meridian®i2id, Truman7ZiF T4 { Lynne’ R > THhKHZ (DD, LW EEVET
%5 & 912% %, Truman& Lynne® RO CamaradsiE A 72HE12, Truman?S F - BB %2 Ko
%D, MeridianT® %, Meridiani, Truman# Bhi} % & FEIC, Lynned Bhir X 5 &%)
L. 17 AOM, EWRTH A Truman® A ¥ VF ELynne® 75— s O # A HE LT, W E
I ANZBIT A Z 8127 A%, Martha J. McGowanlid, “Meridian’s continued extension of
sympathy represents—more than her “performances” do—a deeply human achievement.””
LIBRT %, Meridian#s, H53 0370 TAL7ZHHOEL ST 28 NA2THHEEZEZ L L,
COHEMIIMERTVRDLEEDE D2 H% .

[BEO7-012RT] EF9H) 2N TE RV Meridian2H5 % ) Oz VW T 0k, B
IZBWTTH 5. 19685 DFLIE, Meridianid, B2 ABHNC TlEdH 225, RIATEMHD S,
BT, BROTHROEDOHEZD L) TIE R, AL LEMAT, EolLDELTWASE, i
TITFOAR, HBEIC, WAWLALRELSZRY, REICHSTHLHEI 2L VWET, K&
LHWNT T A MEOPICAL, ZZTIEIHY BHDBABONED . HLOFHOEDOH S
LR B oTwWh, ik, Martin Luther KingZ 5> W OFEETEH L, Bz bl
. FELERO T, MPARLEIEZHICANDE LHICFEI TS, £L T, BE LTl
ABERT L, fCN G 2 &3 v, [T—2A Y] OFOBXIF, [3)IAENZ] w9
HFEHITVD, AT Y FZIAOMS ¥ A PTIERL, AT =714 A b2fEo 7B
ABHEDPNT VS, HEOBT, ARMEEH THT 2R INTLFVCEOED, FHHELFICL
T TiHTo COHIIMEOBTOROHLEHTH D, HEITE, BTOBEELENHMiGNT
Wb, FUHOBIZ, BFORORLGHZTHE T, 2R TN, HRIIR-oTRT, A4
OIS, A RIEREABRBTTEIICLVE ) &, Z0FFOWEZITANLDOTH 5,
Meridianid, #HE2WT25. BEHOFFEOHZ B VRLENRLEZ L9 bIZ, HETHE
L72EUICIE—2 0 HEH ). ZB0iE- LY, A2IGRCWEHORIZKRD L5
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LI LEREFEDDITTVWDREEEKL S,

“Look,” they were saying, “we are slow to awaken to the notion that we are only
as other women and men, and even slower to move in anger, but we are gathering
ourselves to fight for and protect what your son fought for on behalf of us. If you will
let us weave your story and your son's life and death into what we already know—into
the songs, the sermons, the ‘brother and sister'—we will soon be so angry we cannot
help but move. Understand this,” they were saying, “the church” (and Meridian knew
they did not mean simply “church,” as in Baptist, Methodist or whatnot, but rather
communal spirit, togetherness, righteous convergence), “the music, the form of worship
that has always sustained us, the kind of ritual you share with us, these are the ways to
transformation that we know. We want to take this with us as far as we can.” (219)

MeridianA¥ Z @ & 9 (ZHE L 7215, oo T2 258 5720 X 512, oAk
BB EBZTRAAOALDLDTEHBLE L 5,

For she understood, finally, that the respect she owed her life was to continue, against
whatever obstacles, to live it, and not to give up any particle of it without a fight to
the death, preferably not her own. And that this existence extended beyond herself
to those around her because, in fact, the years in America had created them One Life.
(219-220)

CDEITERLGHL, BEPS/Ro TV HETV S IXWIZ RS ZEDRHIZH 5 RELARD
T, MeridianiZ, HORWENOZEVWEZHGHHIZ/2TS, TN [Wnb, b LTH
T EPCHBTZORTEHUOREELHNC] V) BEWTH S, MeridianA HIM 27Tz
BWETLAFEDB IO LARE L VI DIFTIEARL, BIZREL Z0AEEI R b L K
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nor—except for the false urgings that come to me in periods of grief and rage—will I ever
be. I am a failure then, as the kind of revolutionary Anne-Marion and her acquaintances
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But then, she thought, perhaps it will be my part to walk behind the real
revolutionaries—those who know they must spill blood in order to help the poor and
the black and therefore go right ahead—and when they stop to wash off the blood
and find their throats too choked with the smell of murdered flesh to sing, I will come
forward and sing from memory songs they will need once more to hear. For it is the
song of the people, transformed by the experiences of each generation, that holds them
together, and if any part of it is lost the people suffer and are without soul. If I can only
do that, my role will not have been a useless one after all. (221)
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She was strong enough to go and owned nothing to pack. She had discarded her
cap, and the soft wool of her newly grown hair framed her thin, resolute face. His
first thought was of Lazarus, but then he tried to recall someone less passive, who had
raised himself without help. Meridian would return to the world cleansed of sickness.
That was what he knew. (241)
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e LWL > TV DTH 5B, Geri BateshS. “Walker's character Meridian
attaches herself permanently to the South and southern African Americans because of the
affinity she develops for its people.”® & BT % X 9 12, Meridianid, FEZBD A4 DHT,
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