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ABSTRACT

The study investigates a case of a Japanese boy growing up as a minority in the United States. I continued
following him for two years since he was three years old. In the second year of the study, the boy was
attending a preschool for the Japanese in his community in addition to the local preschool. I observed him
and interviewed periodically his mother and his teachers at the two preschools. At the American preschool,
his development of social behavior was considered to be slow, although it was considered normal in the
Japanese context. The boy had been adjusting well to his new environment at the beginning. However, after
he seemed to become aware of his Japanese culture, he began to talk to a girl at the American school in
Japanese constructing a peer culture in contrast to the school culture. It is suggested that the peer culture
space within the school culture would be crucial for success in school for minority students. Keywords:
cultural diversity, early childhood education, school culture, peer culture, social development
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