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Who is Helen Huntingdon?:
The Description and Presentation of the Heroine in The Tenant of Wildfell Hall
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.. when we have to do with vice and vicious characters, I maintain it is better
to depict them as they really are than as they would wish to appear.... Is it better
to reveal the snares and pitfalls of life to the young and thoughtless traveler, or to
cover them with branches and flowers? O Reader! If there were less of this delicate
concealment of facts —— this whispering “Peace, peace,” when there is no peace, there
would be less of sin and misery to the young of both sexes who are left to wring their
bitter knowledge from experience. (p. 4)
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Wiy, — L EOFE, NHOFEANRTHLANL Y - Ny T 4~ K (Helen Huntingdon)
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‘But when Mr. Huntingdon is married, he won't have many opportunities of
consorting with his bachelor friends; —— and the worse they are, the more I long to
deliver him from them.

‘To be sure, my dear; and the worse #e is, I suppose, the more you long to deliver
him from himself’

‘Yes, provided he is not incorrigible —— that is, the more I long to deliver him from
his faults —— to give him an opportunity of shaking off the adventitious evil got from
contact with others worse than himself, and shining out in the unclouded light of his own
genuine goodness.  (p. 165)

AL VOBERIEEHERZDLDTH LD LNZWA, KLOSEICIZH S OB 2 B LB
FLZOMY ITEREBVAATWSLEMSIDEZ 5. ANHOWEABHICERLDDIIER
LIENTEDLERBLTCVEDE, EET V8 [HEZHADRE L] THil_Twiz k912,
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How shall I get through the months or years of my future life, in company with
that man —— my greatest enemy —— for none could injure me as he has done? [...]
how cruelly he has trampled on my love, betrayed my trust, scorned my prayers and
tears, and efforts for his preservation —— crushed my hopes, destroyed my youth’s best
feelings, and doomed me to a life of hopeless misery —— as far as man can do it —
it is not enough to say that I no longer love my husband —— I HATE him! The word
stares me in the face like a guilty confession, but it is true: I hate him —— I hate himl!

(p. 297)
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I was not really angry: I felt for him all the time, and longed to be reconciled; but I
determined he should make the first advances, or at least shew some signs of an humble
and contrite spirit, first; for, if I began, it would only minister to his self-conceit, increase
his arrogance, and quite destroy the lesson I wanted to give him. (p. 200)
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He cast a searching glance at me, as the servant withdrew, expecting to see some
token of deep astonishment and alarm; but, being previously prepared, I preserved an
aspect of stoical indifference. His countenance fell as he met my steady gaze, and he
turned away in very obvious disappointment, and walked up to the fire-place, where he
stood in an attitude of undisguised dejection, leaning against the chimney-piece with his
forehead sunk upon his arm. (p. 203)
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‘Well, resumed she [Annabella], ‘have you not observed this salutary change in
Mr. Huntingdon? Don't you see what a sober, temperate man he is become? You saw
with regret the sad habits he was contracting, I know; and I know you did your utmost
to deliver him from them, —— but without success, until I came to your assistance. I
told him, in few words, that I could not bear to see him degrade himself so, and that I
should cease to —— no matter what I told him, —— but you see the reformation I have
wrought; [...]

But I desire no thanks, she continued, ‘all the return I ask is, that you will take
care of him when I am gone, and not, by harshness and neglect, drive him back to his
old courses.”  (p. 306)
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RTDFPWANL XD T7 = —%BR L T2 2R LTBY, ANV YORIIxT 5B
AP, BOBEAEFTIOEBDIEKIZ 2 > TR B T EPRREINT VD,
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M zb S [T ] (tigress' p. 199, ‘she tiger’ p. 246) *° [FI12H 2 e WHEHIE ]

(exorbitant tyrant p.223) EMFIENAMELIE. RETFRFLEOFINESLRENS L H
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ERVWHEELHED ORIETHML L ZDOFZIRED #.- 72] (took her hand and violently dashed it
from me, with an expression of abhorrence and indignation that could not be suppressed, p.
303) LHFICEZHDOTWD, 71 LTY [h7 ULk, #FC, A2 - -
oz bx Y LY A LTOHLTCLED 259 | T was cold-hearted, hard, insensate... I
should kill him by inches. p. 308) & #BEXTW5b, w4 7 MY TEOMAY v (4 > THho
T HIE, AL Y ERBORRE L6, ROARBERALLEFLAZRDLILICL-T
MR o720 L EbEND E Vo BHICG 272 THAHe LAV YOBEIR, 2
OFREEED [H OMWE % HEIZHH 725 D12 2 T < | (I feel that they [my afflictions] are
turning my nature into gall, p. 302) ® % JE L T\ 5,
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W7z Jihs X v ] (it is better to depict them [vice and vicious characters] as they really are)
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Th»9o

04 Y ORTREE

PDERTEAZLIIE, [TAVF Tz - F=VOEA] ovof r AL i, BiilcK
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o Floo REFHLADVHEEAEL L VoW LWEWLZ LZZ0OERKIZIE, [MibrzL
EBHELLEEW, FLTDOALLOBEEPWEZTXTEDH | ] (God pardon me for it ——
and all my sinful thoughts! p. 302) &HfIZFHFLZZ ) 720, FHEOFEEHN, EENLSEL N
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- Tz ] (all the servants were but too well acquainted with their master’s conduct, p.
371) LT AL YDBT—H—DfF2R VR W20 FroTE 2 Vb, 29 LT, B=
FEORBINLERDHASINDL Z LT, AL VIZZOTEIDIES s Tn 5,

KT =V —OWE. T2bbARMEEOELELZKIERCESSIT, TTFRNIRETOR
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Oy PRICHHIET NS > 7oL &2 HEIWIZED I HIZEW L nw Rz L9 B2, FEEs
THROT = —HFORIZH LW, FIFT 57201202 TR AL Y OITEIE, 5w
HOBE L GE IS, LAb, 2HILTRSEALVIEHLTEI 7T =D [HdH., ~
LY, B3 LEOE) ZEEMVTWSL, CAGLZEIZE RO 57272597 | 35 LRI
BOSH) LBV TWEs0—dHh, L, TVRAESTWAZAH12 1] (Oh Helen,
if I had listened to you, it never would have come to this! And if I had heard you long ago —
— oh, God! How different it would have been|, p. 427) &\ S IX, FHEALEETT > &
HoTHET—V—DOBRILESTH), ANLVDIELEZBOLLDOTHDL, 29 LT, ik
O [TwKDOH] (greatest enemy, p. 297) THo7/zT7 —H—S 210 RHEIZHAL Y OEM
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VETZ ) F=VOFEA] Y3 - N=% > (John Bunyan, 1628-88) @ [KEEERE]
(Pilgrim’s Progress, 1678, 84) LHAB L7710y F 2o Tnb, EE50WFETL, EAL
B ESELHHL WML, REICIZDPWMONL EVIHLTTHDL, J)ATAT >
(Christian) #° [HEONT] 205 [ROW | NERWEO ) il Tir- 72 £ 912, £ LR
BROENANL VET = — - N T4 VR EORIEERICBW TS T EETRWLARE RS
BRERL . BT RO EETENLNN— | - v—A A (Gilbert Markham) & B, SE4E 705
BEETEIZE D,
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CEEHHTLOICEETH L, HIEIELERLDOTH LI Lid, ROOBHATEOES S
WAL Y TERANYTA VYR VICHETEHDTHLZ LR IRONTIEDRDH L0056 TH
o THALTIVAT 4T UH [REER] TZFH)THoeFMULLHII, AL LWFED L
DCEMBRAERETMZ DI LI oT ML > TIELEHLBOOLNL O LAFOBERDI A
Ube V- A4% A (Jill Matus) (. [TANVET7 )b - A= VOfFEAN] TIlZEE)HEE
IHIH SN, ZNAVNGUSEHRMN A RAZEL TV A LIEHL T2 | FHo®a D
GIHR TREEER] CHEBL27ay NI fERISEEN 2 FHREED B3 L FBIC. AL
VERETABLEPCADE L TIRRTLDIZOHL > T b,
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o TWD, [TANFT o - A= VOFEAN] 1F, ERGIZFVAN— b - v—H 212 &
LFMEVIETESNTEY ., WiEEOHTEZLTAL Y OHRLD T 727D TAROHA A IZHL
DAENDRTIRRENS, 29 L7ZFED OANFEEICIE, (EET7 v olfi, =3 - 71 v
7 (Emily Bronté, 1818-48) @ [ 2] (Wuthering Heights, 1847) DREEN e &5 73,
HEFROZ2IZIE, BIZIZBDOXAL F ADL )T, ZONHO_EHDOFEYELZZI b
AT HEbL VD, ¥

L2LAYES, A r2REVHEMZ b o fEkate LTRRTE)2TiE, 20
PEUFICADVHATRA LY OMEY IRRM LR 2 EZL TS, T4bb, ¥
N=FOFHMO—HE R LI LT, ALV YOHRIZHDOFEY O—HE L LDTH L, Tk
TV Ly AL Y ORBREWRES OO LEHETIZ R, FUN-MILoTHELNL LW
HITETHLH, TN~ 7 - H- 7ua—1 — (Maria H. Frawley) d7/R3 X912, @& IEF
WN—=F - R=HLDFEVZEBLTALYZ [BRTL] ZE2ERLTVE, Y T4b
H. WL ZONFIZB T, AV YERIRT L) Z THRENLR AN THLE VW) 2Lk D,
FNN— MIZOWEETHE S TVLBIE, AL DOERTHY ., P L20EIZEDEH 21
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REBLTEONLZLIZEY, BRIZAE VTS v & LTOMMNEZER 0L L THEGE
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FTHIENTEL, FNEFESITL LI, AL YOHIRERFEAKZ2FENN— ML, ZOH:
OHG 2 RD L HIZES TV 5D,

I must confess, I felt a kind of selfish gratification in watching her husband’s
gradual decline in her good graces, and seeing how completely he extinguished all her
affection at last. The effect of the whole, however, in spite of all my sympathy for her
and my fury against him, was to relieve my mind of an intolerable burden and fill my
heart with joy, as if some friend had roused me from a dreadful night-mare. (p. 381)

FTRTOFEPHL NI 5722 L TS F S RELURE RSN /-8 % il R B 0 &30
E [ (AL Y) ~oRIEEH Ny T4 2 FY) 2T 28 LR | (my sympathy
for her and my fury against him) &\ ) BHENIRDLT LB . ADORBEEFETAL V2R
E—TEOBSEARIZH 572U LH I, FAN= b b FLT—HF—2HTOHE L, NL ¥
OBNZ > THRZFHATW I EDEZ S, 70— —=3BRLTWE LI, AL VI
[Kffe LToOHA] &2, FNN—F - x—=F AP LOHRZTHRATZZEICE > T EL
VSTV THL I, YV EYVFTHARDZ ) LaERLEBIR, 20T TH0HE%E
HMED ) LIS, R CEREHG L) ENTLE ) AL UPERRLMEL V)
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Zho ARG, NLYOWFELFHEE O CDIXIEDN RSB EN S TH D, T2, HhodE
DOLRDPTIE, ALV YOHRROLPTUEIL, N TF a4 v RIS ZTRT 52 L2
NEVDH, —BALDOEREWHTIZR AL VIZET A ZED EIFTWa,

RTAECSITDHEER

DERTEZ2EL912, 7ay bRFE)OEELR ED S AL VIIHELH L O L SR HEIC
WHE T REE S, FRELTARCERZLOS Y ELTRRENDL Z EIZR> TV
o LDL. AHOZPTHEINTW S ZNLOFRTEICIE, A TORBESSHEMES
Ho TITRIZ, NV Y EER LML L THORT 2AHA DR & LT, M omEfn -
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AL UASEEN., FEN GBS Rwe T f v E LTH2NT WD 2805, h v 17+
) 7O N A OIFEER GBI, KEVEE LTOA A=V % BEL ) 2 CRELZEE R
CEIEMEN RV, LA L, TR OERB - FEBICIIEM 2K L S5 00H 5,

Fhu., REDBBAREGEFNELRE L T DIV, AL VIEEER T E L DR,
R ESET 2 AL LTHL T2 £ IBDPND M Th S, [BoolkbiLTlEA
Vo D72 LSRN AHHZ &—2 3 2] (it is not 1 that am guilty: 7 have no cause to fear,
p. 296) LB ERTHAL VI, HEPILT V-0 L) REEBE LTIV whd Lk
Vo L L, BEERIERTHBRE LAY VIIBICIEETH ). COBEOE ST FNE
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FLTEFIVoLOEMHT, #E2rEbE T LT o72A7 | ] (you're wondrous gentle and
obligingl —— But you've driven me mad with it alll, p. 412) & WHNNE, HHFOEL X%
HEIZ &ofﬁ%ﬁw bfti0t%«®ﬁ*ﬂ@h K200 b LN,

TN DT LN EEERE 2FEE LTl T EAL Vid, ROWEMIEO— AN, N—2
LA (Hargrave) WKWEWHFONBICL o) LR TAZ L TEOHEREBOS THIR
DIF TV 725, TTIHEBL TVnE L) VHIEEDLLLWwIZE bbb d ., F/N—
b= AEDORRIIBVTEREHE AL T RO THA ) 00 ZADOKGEBLIZT
DIHRE L720 KHETOMBLRELZE VG ) ZETREB/N TV &) 12PN TR D5,
KDDH DG THOREIZEIN TN LDIZHETH 5,

AN OBAFIIHEME T, BEEBEICL > TIRTE VY- TEZOLNDL L) R DDOTIEIRAVWT
LR AL VEFVN= P EDBBRO LN TEEBRLZZIZTTH L. Lo LIERIEZ OREERD
A EFZAIZDTHDS ) o HDHVIE N—T LA TEFNN= FOHETHGH—FHIZDA
B> TLE SR EIZRDOVTERZWVTZDTH A I Do TDHR, NV VITER
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Gilbert is not without fault; indulged by his doting mother, dominating his siblings,
he is hot-headed and foolish and poised to make an unsatisfactory marriage with the

stereotypically feminine Eliza."?
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Helen...internalizes her pain and struggles even more than before, to the point of
not writing it all out in her diary. There are points where she is obviously leaving out
details, or perhaps entire (important) exchanges between Arthur and herself. Helen,
like Anne's contemporaries, is either lying to herself, or does not want there to be any
chance that her darkest secrets be discovered.
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