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On Alice Walker's The Temple of My Familiar

Kazuyo ISHIKAWA

I

The Temple of My Familiar (1989) &, 7 X ) 71 O BALHAER Alice Walker® 4 4 1
HOEMNETH 50 EmDIZEA LR, EWAOFELWHEN L B> TEY . TNl
SVLTWREE o T b, ZOWERIE. RHIIZIE R D VaE ) . HERIZIEAE T 2
VA, FT7Y - TA)HA, 77V, 3=y XIIhRLENR) 2o TWwbh, ZOEMICHE
THYIFRLOERIL, b4 TH %, Geri Batesld. “Major themes in The Temple of
My Familiar are racism, sexism, and oppression; violence; nature; time; and saga of
the self.”' £, Bonnie BraendlinlZX® & 9 IZkXTwv 5,

Reviewers generally applauded Alice Walker's 1989 novel, The Temple of My
Familiar, for its development of ideas and themes introduced in her earlier fiction
and essays —its castigation of white and male oppression, its valorization of
African American and female identity, and its emphasis on the importance of
community and female friendship. ’

2 NDORFROERANPS b DH 5 X )12, fEmo LR TR, AR, AAOBEIZ L0
FETH DA, SHICHK, Kl EIblzoTwb, EEOBOIET A ) HICBITAEANER
PO EHEN S, BEOT 70 HITBITF AN L 2 AFEY, HEEIEICSIES), &
52, M ERBUB D BRIERIEIZ HIA D> TV b0 Adam Solid, T OFEMICHEHIN A B R EZ 8D &
5 b, “The Temple of My Familiar clearly is an attempt to redefine what a
prodigious text is meant to do: how it is to confront history, to make a political
stand, and to tell a story. ' &, HEHEDOFiZ LTV b,

TEMOERREEIL, T AV AREEMETETT7)ART A1) I ANOREHSuwelo & FED
Fanny (The Color Purple ® £ ANACelieDFHIRTH V. OliviaD#) . Suwelo D KX Rafe
DRNT&HAHMiss Lissiek Mr.Hal, @ v 7 fiF-DArveydak 77 > « 7 X ) I57DZFECarlotta
D 3MDBLDYFHEE ) A o T B A, AARIRIPEO FEIL, TERICEST 54
AWz LTI T W5 AR ORI H 2 TEEHI SO WTEE A B AL Miss Lissie
THO, WRIZINFEFTMEDAINEDS TRIRLAZZEZREL WA HEE L THirh
TH Y .Tkenna Diekeld €D IZBI LT, “Lissie goes through life knitting up relations
which she believes to have originated in former existences. Her life seems like a tale
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that has no beginning and no end.”' &35 L.Donna Haisty WinchelliX. “Miss Lissie
serves as Walker's most direct link to romance and all of life's other complexities as
they have existed over the last half million years” *& BT\ 5, ZD/NFTIE, Miss
LissieZ 3 Lo & LT B4 BB A X > TEEO LS AFZER MEO EE 2 U EZE L
TmnEESH,

I

KK Rafeh T K %o TRV FET DR &l 7zSuwelold EICH A DY) 2 5K —
¥ —& LT, 50FEME 72 KBS OWTRD L HITER S,

He was helpful, modest, quick, and definitely knew his place—they could read
this easily in his demeanor—because he, like so many colored men, had perfected
the art of doing the most intimate things to and for white people without once
appearing to look at them. It was an invaluable skill. °

HADDDR—% —% L TizRafeld, fAEE Bk ST ICOADLDICHEE T 58 %
FIZOFTnWT, ETCHHEEDRONIZEVWHIDTHS, BAIL, TL2EXAZ R, HICTH
ANDLDIZBHNELZDOTH Y, TORFTIE, 72 HIZBT 5 BADY; % KBIZHNT
WL EHICEbNS,

KL DKNTH>72Miss Lissield. “Lissie means ‘the one who remembers everything, "

(52) & SuwelolZi#f D 4% “but I am old now and my brain cells—brain cells are like
batteries, you know—are dying, millions of them at a time. Of my earlier lives in
Egypt and Atlantis I recall nothing.” (52) £38X, “But on the other hand, I do not
remember with my brain itself anyway, but with my memory, which is separte,
somehow, yet contained within it. Charged, I feel my brain is, with memory. Yes,
as I said, like a battery.” (52) &l HAIRIHICREBRL -2 L 2B L TWD LES
M2l “Tt is not, then, the very ancient past that I was conversant with as a child,
even as a baby, but with the recent past of up to a few thousand years ago. I have
always been a black woman.” (53) & &% Miss Lissield 401 & v 9 IERITH Va2
DT ERFLELTVEDTHS.Miss Lissield. 22 TIEABIZVOSRADOLTH o7z Lo
TW5H, HEOHED Z L &> Tn L) BIZiE, BOGPHADLTH-7:2LbH0. [
ANDOBTH-7:2LdHY. EHIE. FAF TV THo722,edbhHbEFH,

Miss Lissie?s\ AIZ K o TGk LTRONIZEDO Z L 2 5E2 5T, k4 2 L 25
MBS 225, BAOFHIIRDL ) HHDOTH 5,

We were forced to jog for almost fifteen days without stopping, or so it felt,
until we came to the big stone fort on the coast. It was then we saw the white
men. They were posted all up and down the front of the fort, and we were only
one small group of many converging on the fort at that time. Two white men
came eventually to inspect us. They looked at our ears, our genitals—you would
not believe the thoroughness, or the pitiful protestations of the women—our teeth
and our eyes. They made us hop up and down to test the strength in our legs.
Our feet were bleeding. (63)
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WHARC T SN D T T BALDREBROEEDH T, AALZBICL>TH, B, HOA
GOSTHERE THRENISARONZZOTH ), TIUIFFITKEICE > TR, RN LT
Hol2Z bbb, KEFRONTH, BALHIEEOH T OREOBIZANS NIZH,
DR THFII L > THA TV E S LD o 72, Miss Lissields FFHOHEFICOVTRD L 5
IZiEo> T,

After a week in the stockade, my mother fell sick. There was no room for any
of us to lie down comfortably, but one of the Motherwoshipers forced a little
extra space by the wall, toward which my mother could turn her head for air,
and when the pains wracked her, she could kneel. She was sick with vomiting
and dysentery, those sicknesses it is least possible to hide. Her deeper sickness
was over her shame at being filthy and exposed to strangers, in the embarrassed
and helpless presence of her children. (64-65)

Miss Lissie® BB, AN ST 1 AMBITIHEUI R 7205, 72 ZIWADTZDTH o 72
ICLTh, 72002 IAHT, WHEETHEVHIERT I LEOTERWIERE RMLHBA
OPTHRAELRITNEL L WIRRT AL ENL 20T EHICOEL L o72DThH b LI,
ENVIHET, HARVATH Y, 2D L) RIKWICHSHE “She bathed at least once a

day, and her clothes were spotless.” (65) TH 72D T, THIFEDHE LFEDIEM 2
HZEMNTET, THHIRIZHLEATIHA T 572,

Miss Lissie?™A few days before we left the coast they made us kneel in the sand
outside the fort and proceeded to cut great clumps of our hair out, and then to shave
our heads. ” (66) ZiEXTW5AH X HIZ, AL, ELDLIMFET A H 2RI, Z2Y)
G, HZRIONT2DTHEH, TORTHRVEKTIHENZHINI L W) 2L THDH, i,
BANESTHRENE LATHo 72BN S,

After the chopping down of our hair—we had worn it, some of us, in a style
that made one think of trees—we were branded with pieces of hot iron shaped
into configurations dreamed up by those who had, in America, purchased us
sight unseen. I was branded with a C, for Croesus, which in this instance was
not the name of a person but the name of an estate, a rather poor one, too, as
it turned out. (67)

Z LT MSINBENT L o TRAZHIIXH S, EIRICEG S, LA LA KD
AF v 7 EN, “marked off the record book” (67) ENZDATH -7z WlkE LTS
NHENE, AHELTTIERL, a2 WE L THRbhDTH S,

BN S NZZBANEHE S RIZSN T, BGEIRE LN LD TH LD, TORDZ L%,
Miss LissielZ XD & 9 (2o T b,

The morning of our sailing they led us to the shore of the ocean and there, in
small coffles of three, they dragged us through the salt water to cleanse our
skins. Then they dragged us to the ship. At the plank that led up onto the deck,
our last remaining garment, the strip of cotton around our hips, was snatched
away, and we were forced onto the ship bald, branded, and naked as we came
into the world. (68-69)

SAEBHOLEIIENF F, WARDOTFEZG SR Y HE N, RAYHZOMIZEFTNINED X
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HZHFE BT, TEHRISREONLDTH Y, BALHIZE ST, ZREW R SN VIET
HolztEZbN5,

F720 BAZLPDGERIGEDA TN LT, KEZE»T7-00RM b %<, Ho XI5
DIAEN, MROBEZ O AN L o TREZD LN, 4 AT O—fIZD% 05> TWzdDT,
HODANR—RAZMERT H72DICBHNIIT]>EEH->TH Y. “an almost daily ritual was
the cutting of the nails on hands and feet” (69) Tho7zk ), KIZbB7z L 9 I,
HAIZE ST, BEkE LTRABAIER, AE T AMEWVI I DIE, He2bDThHo7
EEZEZOLNLDOT, RIFONLWIRET, TELWRYL L DRALZIGARICHEOATL DI,
DX HFEREST2DTHAH)A, AHAE W) AP, HUABMTHZ2EAZIDLH I
HH) L FIFZLDTERWTATH S, BAIIOL) REEwilEhTiz L7201,
TR O TIZ A b 2] b EE S KB OB AR L TWan T, BALLIZZAERL
THATVS72A% “many of us died from anger” (69)TH Y. “Those who lived were
thankful to those who died,” (69) T 72 & Miss LissieldE 9o BALBIIZNI I %
FRERIREIC B o 72 25U MO NI DFEH & E T 2 & W) REIIREBIC R 5 720 TH S I,
WHORETED VRN LETHLLEEDNS,

T2, BEECEE OGN T 7 HPE. MAD DEADNRITTROAALZRED Z L1220 T,
Miss Lissield XD X 5 1B TW 5,

After a month and a half of really quite unrelatable horror—the rats, the smell
of a dead head covered with sores in your lap, the screams of women and men
violated for the sport of the devils that passed as crew, the painful menstrual
periods of the women and the blood running over one, the miscarriages, the pleas
for mercy from everyone, not simply those suffering from dysentery and
claustrophobia—after an eternity, we were taken up on deck for longer than our
usual half-hour-a-day run, while they swabbed out the hold, during which several
women and men fairly danced over the side of the ship and into the sea. (69-
70)

AR O T O 2 HEVIREED SHFH L 20T, A ST REEO LW & 2810 %
Mo, HEIVIELZALIEEEZEZ LML R, BALLIINS &9 2 RI) THEA~ROAA
Two 2t Bbhb,

Miss Lissield 72 EHROH THWIRZZ B §F LIRS 5722 LIZOWTRD L)
IZFE->T\Wwh,

Within days we were in sight of land, the young women among us pregnant
by force and too young to know it, or to know that because we were delivered
to our new owners already pregnant we earned a bonus for the master of the
ship, many of whose sons and daughters—for he was a violater, with the rest
of his crew—entered into American slavery with us, long before they actually
issued from our bodies. (70)

DR O ERFMBIC L o TH VIR BIZEA I N, HIRSEONTDOTH LA, HikL7:
KB Z NI, RIEIND2HIGEE LTHEEINTL 27D~/ LITR D,

TORRNHT B 2 ENTE DI TH HoMiss LissieHH bWk LTONEIZB T,
COX)REFE L, MEKD THO 8 7 HRIIHROTW RIKEDOHOLDOTFZEATZE W
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IIETHLH, RAYD 2RI o RIS BEAM» ST LD L LTI D Hla WIS
DI2OIWZHGIIIEATE LTS T,

CHNETRTEALLIIC, 7 AV AIZBT 5 N ORI D B WGHEHIEIZDO W TId, Miss
LissieZSitflllZ 5> TV 5 A% Vil 21281 2 AR O W T OB AW 7- 5 Lo T
SN Do Miss Lissie® K Td 5 Mr. Halld, 55— KAt FERE S IZ D0V T, Suwelo 24>
TRD L) IZEED

So the white folks wanted all us boys, your Uncle Rafe, too, for the army, to
fight in the Great War, or so they said. The truth was, they wanted us to be
servants for the white men who fought. I wasn't painting worth nothing then—
did I tell you I used mostly house paint? —Lissie wasn't pushing me, for some
reason, and I couldn't hardly see the road in front of me. But I was black and
able-bodied, and the white folks wanted me for fodder in their war. The furthest
I had been from the Island was about a mile from shore. (97)

Mr. HaliZ XU, BAZBIZERICBADPASL Z L 2 LA, ZIUTRAKRE T 720
TidZL, B TH) DRAAT, BARHEITEZOAANUER LTV, T F
TwoTh, BAIAAIHRZZ 2L Z2ERINLEDTH S,

Fanny D #80liviad® g — 1 v XADE R TTIZOWTRD X ) GBI D D % o

Many of them went so far as to view the Africans themselves as having no right
to be in Africa, since it was the plan of the white people to take over the
continent; the Africans represented merely the burdensome responsibility of
genocide. (151)

CSZICE. TV AKBERRKEL, FIIEATHW T 7Y ANORERME L) L35, I
Ty S ND NFEZERIN 725 255, 1Zo & ) ERNT W5, FIOREPTCTId, Oliviald 7 2 V) 4 EWN
TONEEFNIE L TRO X9 IZdk~R 5,

Black soldiers were coming home and refusing to be segregated at restaurants
and on buses, and the white men were steadily accusing them of raping white
women, looking at white women—they called this ‘reckless eyeballing,” and many
a black man found himself in jail on this charge!—or even speaking to a white
woman who was speaking to them. (168)

7 A A EHNTARMEAEAI > EHOZ L THLH EEbNL2, BAGEH AL LG
BL7Z7Z20TH, VAT L2 EI2ENT, HBICANOGN 204 <, BRI
HEENTW/2DOTH S, £72. Oliviald. HARXDSimonlZBHHE L T, KD X 5 1ZiE> T b,

I connected instead with my mother's real father, my grandfather Simon, who
was lynched when she was a baby. He was industrious, an entrepreneur. And
very successful; which is why the whites killed him. They killed a lot of striving
black men, for a black man's success was much more galling to them than his
failure. The failures they could turn back into slaves, entermainment for
themselves, and pets. (174)

FEERTH o 72Simonld. B L TV 72DIZANIKEINZOTH ). AHATEAHLMK
FTH50ED, BT L20ERLONPRETE L 572D TH S, HADITHOEITIE, FHITH
AZHGTZEDOTIZBWTBI) ETLHANDBTLRHE S L LFEZ 5,
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Fannyld, H732%8 > T 5t 7 E A FDRobin& OEFEOH T, ARMEF) MG > T Vg —
TTRFERY bvay 7 OERIZHBARAE L, TN L THASENLN S T2 T L E
THRZZEFHD, TRICHEL T, RO L) IZER 2,

I saw a lot of black people and their white allies humiliated, brutally beaten,
or murdered. It seemed that the people with the most integrity were assassinated.
I grew up believing that white people, collectively speaking, cannot bear to
witness wholeness and health in others, just as they can't bear to have people
different from themselves live among them. It seemed to me that nothing, no
other people certainly, could live and be healthy in their midst. They seemed to
need to have other people look bad——poor, ragged, dirty, illiterate. It was only
then that they seemed to think they could look good. (300)

FannylZ. HAIZ, APEHGLERL > TVEDIZHKETE 2w L, MADIRCTREED 72 D
EHZDIBMAZONHEVDRE, LELTH-2E W) BARNOGIHAE &R R ST
WHOT, AARBAMSHLTRIET LI EHFTERVE, BRIZEZDOTHS I,

Fanny S FHOEHO A AND K AT anyall FFex L 72K, Tanyald FHOEHDTE T & 2w
L C.Tanya®KIEZRADFanny P HADTanyall ¥ A $5 2 & 2iF S %722 &£ . Fanny
MTanyaPHHIZF AT 2 D% W7zTanyaD LD, B D> TFannyZ B HEILTLE o722
LaHET. TLTC, ARMESHOFEDTFLEEZR TV TRLZIEZRD L) ICHES,

It just hit me one night, watching television coverage of one of the Civil Rights
marches, that the order of the world as I'd always known it, and imagined it
would be forevermore, was wrong. I felt it was wrong down to its tiniest, white
man-made construction. Anybody who couldn't honor those black people I saw
on television and those pitifully few white people with them had to be fucked
up. (329)

HA®DTanyald. £ E THGH > TR OBE S HE-> Tnwb 2 &, AADHEND
Co7=MEIRME S TWVDH L) T LKV W) DTH DL, LD ARMEEE) D7 EIC
ZMLAANDH o7 L. NN GZEZ 2R RCANZENLz 2 idvwoTh, D
T AN AR AHEENDFAEL B DI TR RV, Z2THDLE, BHERZSTWDEHD
2T A A OKEIE. AAORANITH§2 AHZERNZZIFICEONTwE b Tldn <, 3
AR BT 2 M2 NS BRI DD EEZOND, oMK EoOMRE, A& AR
PEMNLDI) L DBWIFICT 57201213, SHOIMMNLRENHPLETH D LEbNS,

FannyD BT, 77V 7 DO0linka & 9 EOALKETH %0lald. BOFannylllad >
TRDEHIZFES,

This frustration with the whites . . . is a natural reaction to what they have,
collectively, done to you, not simply as an individual, but as a people, a culture,
a race. The instinct for self-defense and self-preservation is innate, although there
was a time, and very recently, too, when white scholars actually did studies that
“proved” in their eyes, these instincts were innate in all people except us. They'd
put us so far down, you see, they thought we'd never get up again, so they

advanced theories that showed our innate love of being down. (319)
Olaldf. HAREBAZ EAKE TIEZ DT TCABL LN BV E I L TBE 25, BATE
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DIV DBDOPHEZE V) ETNDOEDOWEZF-o T b Lo TR ERBRXT, AAD
HOWT7%%E 2 24 L Twb.$72.0lald. “You must harmonize your own heart....
Only you will know how you can do that; for each of us it is different. Then
harmonize, as much as this is ever possible, your surroundings.” (319) & Fanny!Z
FD. HOHSO.LOMESL D, BHAD/Y L oM%ML LENEZEBHT 5. OlaDFZEI,
EERYDOEZEZRLTVL00H Lk,

OlaZSLBFAETLEL o 7282 T, M OFH LOFETH ADMary Jane Bridentd. Olad™%
TRICEEDNZHEANICEE L Tz 2IZoWn T, KD LTS,

They'd had such dreams, he said, when he and his friends went off to join the
Mbeles. They thought that removing the whites from power would be the last of
their work to insure a prosperous future for their country. Instead, it had proved
only a beginning. Not, however, a small one; for that he was grateful. But still,
only a start.

“Now, he saw, it was not racism alone that must be combatted, but also
stupidity and greed, qualities which, unfortunately, had a much longer human
history.” Miss B. paused. (352)

Olald. HAZHENIDENL T L E AT, DTS LWAKRDSH? NS L5 U Tnckd
HotzA FNBEVITHEXT, bRTE R s 2vold, AEENZTTIE R &h
SEERTHALI LN D7D TH b,

HWIRBIBL O BRI EZ 1RO & T 2 BRS04 ZEDS. AMOE» S LEFRDPER E %
Z HN50% Suwelo & DEFHEDOH TMiss LissieNBIAAZOREIZ SN D EFT D %0 Miss
Lissield. &, KD X I IZii~<%,

You take the way things are going in the world today. You have your poisoned
rivers and your poisoned air and your children turning into critters before your
eyes. You have your leaders that look like empty cartons and the politicians who
look drugged. You have a world that scares everybody to death. You can't go
nowhere. You can't eat anything. You can't even hardly make love. And that's
just today. There are days when the best thought you can have is that one day
you'll die and leave it all behind. (192)

D X912, Miss Lissield4 H O 25EH L T 28k 4 72 B8 % 159 L 72, HEkDSIEIZ 2
NPoTnbLilbd,

Suwelo, let me tell you, you can't leave it behind. The life in this place is your
life forever. You will always be here; and the ground underneath you. And you
won't die until it does. It is dying, and the people are, too—but, Suwelo, my fear
is not that we people and the earth we're on will die. Everything eventually dies,
maybe. But it looks like it will take a long time and death will be painful and
slow. (192)

Miss LissieldHIERDIEIZ D H > TW T, ZNIETHELATY 5 K NIHBATHL DREEFH A 8
EOMERDER L CWABBHIEOZ L 2F 25 L, L PIPRISH L TAREZK L 20134
IRThBEEDND, Miss Lissied ‘I am tired of it. Not tired of life. But afraid of
what living is going to look like and be like next time I come.” (193) &FED . fiff

—147 -



MR RERE H54% (N3 - 4b &)

DEFNED - ThEA fkBRE L7 Z S LORZ L RFFERTOTH 5,

fEZIZ, SHETRTERLIIC, BHEADORS 2L T, BGEHIEA 2 AME % A
L72bDTHolzhmm L, 77U NBIOT A HEERITHBIT L AEER 2%, A
Bk b R TE e bhvold, ANEENZTFTIERL, B2ASEAKTH S v Kimz il
EMLTw2, BIREEPHZ 284 RHEOFEKRIZ, FXICAMOBIr S LERTH L, &
OVEMD AL D72 D M E T L p25 JHCR SN LYEDH 55, BB
GEEEZRHOTVDLED, D bDICE s TIIRELRBENTHEERDNLIDTH S,
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