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Eliza's position was at this time equivocal. She ostensibly saw herself as an
advocate for women's emancipation. In the radical English Republic, she
published in 1854 a stirring article praising Mary Wollstonecraft, whose 1792
A Vindication of the Rights of Woman was still considered revolutionary. In
this article, Eliza declared that there was no woman® stronger, more
independent, or more noble, than Mary Wollstonecraft. . .practically asserting
by her own life the truth of her equality with man....”d Anderson 700
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All women are not always lovely, and the wild women never are. As
political firebrands and moral insurgents they are specially distasteful,
warring as they do against the best traditions, the holiest functions, and the
sweetest qualities of their sex. O Linton 790F°
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Be it pleasant or unpleasant, it is none the less an absolute truth —— the
raison d'etre of a woman is maternity. For this and this alone nature has
differentiated her from man,and built her up cell by cell and organ by organ.
The continuance of the race in healthy reproduction, together with the fit
nourishment and care of the young after birth, is the ultimate end of woman
as such; and whatever tells against these functions, and reduces either her
power or her perfectness, is an offence against nature and a wrong done to
society.O Linton 800
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Imagine the home to which a weary man of business, and an ardent
politician to boot, will return when his wife has promised her vote to the
other side, and the house is divided against itself in very truth. Not all
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husbands and wives wear the same badge, and we all know miserable cases
where the wife has gone directly and publicly counter to the husband.
ULinton 810
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W illiam was disappointed that Eliza did not... share his deep republican
faith.... Eliza, who had been in her youth such a passionate defender of
European national and liberal revolutions, now refused to join her husband's
various revolutionary committees. She later explained that“ true liberty
comes by the slower process of growth and gradual fitness,” rather than
by that crude academic ideal of Liberty with sword and banner, wild hair
and floating plumes, cryingll® Death to the TyrantsUl’ on the ramparts.”
O Anderson 910
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This tyrannous temper is part of the maternal instinct which women have
inherited for such countless generations. Not authority in the world is so
absolute, so irresponsible, as that of a mother over her young children.
U Linton 8500
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This question of woman's political power is from beginning to end a question

of sex, and all that depends on sex— — its moral and intellectual limitations,
its emotional excesses, its personal disabilities, its social conditionsl] Linton
860
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Our men are not yet at such a low ebb in brains or morals as to need
dispossession; not, pace our platform orators, are the wild women, though
undeniably smart, of such commanding intelligence as to create a new epoch
and justify a new social ordering.[ Linton 880
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Cicely Hamilton, Mona Caird, Sarah Grand and Olive Schreiner were just
four of the prominent supporters of the women's movement who attacked
Victorian feminine ideals, insisted on recognition of the servitude women
endured in marriage, and demanded a new approach to women's lives, work,
and relationships. Caine 2540
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Wi ith this virulent attack on the mainstay of bourgeois respectability, Caird
had hit one of the most sensitive areas of Victorian middle-class morals,
sparking off a public debate of surprising dimensions. By the end of
September, the Daily Telegraph, which had initiated an open correspondent
on the subject, had received some 27,000 letters.... O Heilmann 700
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Men are living lives and committing actions day by day which imperil and
destroy the well-being of the race; on what principle are women only to be
restrainedl] Why this one-sided sacrifice, this artificial selection of victims
for the good of societyl ....

Society has no right to exact these sacrificesl] every member of it must
stand equal in its sight, if it would claim the name of a free statel] Caird 8150
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The quarrel, in fact, between Mrs. Lynn Linton and her opponents is simply
the time-honoured quarrel between yesterday and to-day, between reaction
and progress, between decaying institutions and the stirrings of a new social
faith.O Caird 8280
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To the time-honoured argument that nature intended man to be anything
and everything that his strength of muscle and of mind permitted, while she
meant woman to be a mother, and nothing else, the rebels reply, that if a
woman has been made by nature to be a mother, so has a cow or a sheepd
and if this maternal capacity be really an infallible indication of function,
there is nothing to prevent this reasoning from running down-hill to its
conclusion, namely that the nearer a woman can become to a cow or a sheep
the better.d Caird 817-80
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We know that although men have been fathers from the beginning of human
history, they have not made fatherhood the keynote of their existence....
Women have been forced, partly by their physical constitution, but more by
the tyranny of society, to expend their whole energies in maternal care, and
this has been the origin of a thousand evils....0 Caird 8190
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---how false are all the inferences of phrases such as’ Nature intends,’
* Nature desires; she intends and desires nothing— — she is an abject slave.
Man intends, Man desires, and’ Nature,” in the course of centuries, learns
to obey.0 Caird 8200
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