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Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate how the study-abroad programs for non-English major
students have been planned and carried out in the Department of Human Life and Environmental
Sciencé] HLESOand the Department of Life Studies and Environmental Scienced LSESU,Faculty of
Human Life and Environmental Sciences. The program started in 1998. | have been in charge of
“ Intercultural Communication” U study-abroad programU for these two departments since 2001.

It has been thought to be difficult to plan a study-abroad program which can satisfy as many
students who want to learn their specialties as possible; for these departments have several different
majors. The study-abroad tour started, therefore, with more general contents so that any student
could easily join it regardless of their majors. The main purpose of the program is to let the
students experience life in a foreign country. It includes homestays, English classes at university,
and activities which cannot be experienced in Japan-

Pre-departure training is very important for non-English major students because there are few
classes on intercultural issues in their regular curriculum. In my special pre-departure training
classes, a lot of time is spent on preparing for homestay so that the students can avoid trouble and
have a good time with their hostfamilies.

Besides the regular program, the two departments launched a new type of study tour at Rhode
Island School of Design, USA, in 2004. The participants study architecture, interior design and
apparel design as well as English. Though there are some problems to be solved, this unique
program could become a special feature for HLES, which was reorganized in 2005.
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