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Cross Cultural Study on Ways to Carry Babies; Occasions for Using
Baby-baggy and Stroller

Hiroko IWATA

Abstract

In order to clarify the cross-cultural characteristics of the baby-carrying style and the usage of
baby-baggy or stroller, a total of 315 couples and their children were photographed at a zoo or a park
in Nagoya, San Diego, Berlin, Budapest, Helsinki and Stockholm. Most of the parents in Helsinki and
Stockholm had one or two strollers and used them to carry their children. However, about a half of the
parents who brought their baby-baggy to the zoo in Nagoya carried their children without using their
baby-baggy. Parents in Nagoya seemed to prefer carrying their children on their chest or piggyback than
carrying them by a baby-baggy. Many parents in Helsinki and Stockholm carried their children by their
strollers and they rarely carry their children on their chest or on their shoulders. None of the parents in
Helsinki and Stockholm carried their children on their back. However, parents in Nagoya, San Diego
and Budapest sometimes carried their children on their chest, on their shoulders or on their back. In the
case when parents carried their children without using their baby-baggy or stroller, the fathers in Europe
usually carried their children on their shoulders. However, the parents in Nagoya showed the inclination
to prefer carrying their children on their chest than carrying them on their shoulders.
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