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An Essay on the Conceptual Transition of Youth in the Course of Japanese Modernization.

—— Discovery of the conception of “Youth”, in the late Meiji Japanese ——

Jun KATO

ABSTRACT

The conception of youth or adolescence can not be defined by only biological or even psycho-
logical process (Dornbusch, 1989). But it is rather social or cultural phenomenon (Mead, 1928,
Aries, 1960). Especially the period of YOUTH can not be explained without putting it in the
context of social change or industrialization process during the ninteenth cnetury in the West-
ern world. Such a sociological research has not been done for the Japanese modernization
period. Only the work of KINMONTH (1981) is an outstanding exception. This paper argues
that social conception of YOUTH was formed in Meiji Japanese (1868-1912). We specify the
time in late Meiji era when intellectuals (Journalists or scholors) found that educated young peo-
ple were going away from the former value or nation. Educated young people were separated
from work place and no longer in the period of childhood. Instead they were in school and
oriented to literature, philosophy and themselves. The older generation looked their behaviors
as ununderstandable and alarmed that the crisis of national integration was stemming from
those young people. But some intellecturals found them from quite different aspect. They
discovered the conception of YOUTH in the corupted youth culture and their diffused
psychological state and insisted on the importance of schooling as socialization institution.
Since then, two incompatible thought on YOUTH has been on the argument among intellecturals
until Japan went into militarism. One is to place educated youth in the authorized social
moratorium period. The other thought sees young people negative even dangerous and want

schools to be total institution in order to keep social integration as it was in early Meiji era.
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