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Reading “The Autobiography of Roald Dahl”
(Dahl and His Mother)
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Unfashionable as it is to indulge in nostalgic dreaming, there is something in all of us that as
we grow older seems to encourage us to reflect on our past, to dwell on early memories, to look
back on days gone by if not always with that in extreme old age memories of recent events be-
come affections, at least with a kind of wistfulness. One has heard that in extreme old age
memories of recent events become blurred but recollections of childhood stand out clear and
vivid. Whatever state may lie in store for us, the pull of the past, the urge to go ‘home’ in the
widest sense of the word, is-whether we are conscious of it or not and whether we like it or not-
very strong.
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(1) The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin (1706—90)
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B LI M7 d DI Franklin's plan for self-improvement (HTIE¥E®K) T, OB L1213
DEHIZROBY TH 5.

(1) Temperance (2) Silence (3) Order (4) Resolution (5) Frugality (6) Industry

(7) Sincerity (8) Justice (9) Moderation (0 Cleanliness (1 Tranquility (2 Chastity

(13 Humility
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¥ 7-1% DFAT L 72 & Poor Richard’'s Almanac (1732—57) bELDEIZZ B DEH ) TH
5.

1. A house without a woman and firelight, is like a body without soul or sprite.

LEFEKRDEVRER, HOKIT:, BROZVAERTZVR L DT

2. Kings and bears often worry their keepers.

FREEEL I, JCEAZELEDL LD

3. He's a fool that makes his doctor his heir.
EEXHBEAITHEAZBI DL,

4 . Men and melons are hard to know.

N&E AT P iZFRP LD 5 .
5. There is no little enemy.
RV TH Lnid v,

6. Where there’s marriage without love, there will be love without marriage.
BEOLRVEBFEH L LI AHIZE, BBOLZVWAELHLLEL).

7 . As charms are nonsense, nonsense is a charm.

BHEV) DPEERZIDTHDL LI, EERZDIOPBENICL L.

8. He that is rich need not live sparingly, and he that can live sparingly need not be rich.
SRHLDPODE LLELTUENLZVEHIL, 22T L ELELLDRERFLIIL L4
Eid e,

9. He does not possess wealth, it possesses him.

HITEE2FHA L TVBEDTIERL, EXEEMBELTNEDTH 5.
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10. Three may keep a secret, if two of them are dead.
SADEDHIEIL, TDHIH2ANFHATIZILDTFNS.
11. The absent are never without fault, nor the present without excuse.
RIFEBWZRLTREAPHHEDTHY), HEEIZILTAHOEETH 5.
12. Keep your eyes wide open before marriage, half shut afterward.
FEIBANICIRB 2 RECHIT L. BBEL-OEFHAL L.
13. The sting of a reproach is the truth of it.
FHDOLIFIIEETH 5.
14. Having been poor is no shame, but being ashamed of it is.
BZTHho7:Z LIFHTIE RV, L2LIAYELAZ LIINTHA.
15. The doors of wisdom are never shut.

MEDORERERLTHALLND Z &3,

() “My Early Life"
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These examinations were a great trial to me. The subjects which were dearest to the ex-
aminers were almost invariably those I fancied least. I would have liked to have been ex-
amined in history, poetry and writing essays. The examiners, on the other hand, were par-
tial to Latin and mathematics. And their will prevailed. I should have liked to be asked to
say what I knew. They always tried to ask what I did not know. When I would have wil-

lingly displayed my knowledge, they sought to expose my ignorance.
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() “Summing Up”
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Looking back now, after all these years, and knowing as I do the terrible diffculties of
making a living by writing, the small chance there is of being successful, I realize that I was
taking a fearful risk. It never even occurred to me. I abandoned the medical profession with
relief, but I do not regret the five years I spent at the hospital—far from it.

They taught me pretty well all I know about human nature, for in a hospital you see it in
the raw. People in pain, people in fear of death, do not try to hide anything from their doc-

tor, and if they do he can generally guess what they are hiding.
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I was never stage-struck. I have known dramatists who wandered in every night to the
theatre in which their play was being acted. They said they did it in order to see that the
cast was not getting slack : I suspect it was because they could never hear their own words

spoken often enough.
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Dahl & Z DB

XCAREB~ASD . Roald Dahl (roual dail) (1916~ ) &4 FV) AD/IFHRTDH V) ‘Some-
one Like You' (1953), ‘Kiss Kiss’' (1960) 7 &2 a5 27 Ty a » ¥ ¥ VMmN EZH L,
Edgar Allan Poe EZ BEZIICTW5. ZOHEDEME Boy' (1984) VR EE A H KFE
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TKRE (REOTHIT) 2222 THMEEMTHLE, BERD TBLA, IZHLETHREDL
EOTELDTHL. TOBORERNVE, ZLTY-VOBNOBELI) LIFTR LS.

My mother had now lost a daughter and a husband all in the space of a few weeks.
Heaven knows what it must have felt like to be hit with a double catastrophe like this. Here
she was, a young Norwegian in a foreign land, suddenly having to face all alone the very
gravest problems and responsibilities.

She had five children to look after, three of her own and two by her husband’s first wife,
and to make matters worse, she herself was expecting ancther baby in two months’ time. A
less courageous woman would almost certainly have sold the house and packed her bags
and headed straight back to Norway with the children. Over there in her own country she
had her mother and father willing and waiting to help her, as well as her two unmarried
sisters. But she refused to take the easy way out. Her husband had always stated most
emphatically that he wished all his children to be educated in English schools. They were

the best in the world, he used to say.

TBIIEDBRS WK EL, Frito THPEr T &0, FHEONTE ST/ VT 2 —
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EEDLNL., ROLHIIKBOFLBRBEOESHHNTWDS,

He maintained that there was some kind of magic about English schooling and that the
education it provided had caused the inhabitants of a small island to become a great nation
and a great Empire and to produce the world’s greatest literature. ‘No child of mine, he
kept saying, ‘is going to school anywhere else but in England.” My mother was determined

to carry out the wishes of her dead husband.

A FVADERBEEILEEIPRENL I ZIDONHY, ZITHERXZITAILILL S
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1925 7 — VA9 OB, M7 -V AD—FHEVEZAHIZH D, FIEFR St Peter's
School {2 A% L 72. ##id Bristol Channel % ~\ 72T 7 Weston-super Mare (Somerset /1) {2
Hotz. NFEFEIH—EDHLD, HEWTRXTEAEID 1 EEE LTERE L L, Bt
BEENVEOFERIZEMD 572D TH L., WEIWIFERATEE L -BOBEEY XD L D 125~
TW5h,

As we got out of the taxi, I saw the whole driveway abustle with small boys and their
parents and their trunks and their tuck-boxes, and a man I took to be the Headmaster was
swimming around among them shaking everybody by the hand. He advanced upon my

mother and shook her by the hand, then he shook me by the hand and as he did so he gave
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me the kind of flashing grin a shark might give to a small fish just before he gobbles it up.
‘Right,” he said to me. ‘Off you go and report to the Matron’ And to my mother he said
briskly, ‘Goodbye, Mrs Dahl, I shouldn't linger if I were you. We'll look after him.’

My mother got the message. She kissed me on the cheek and said goodbye and climbed
right back into the taxi. The Headmaster moved away to another group and I was left
standing there beside my brand new trunk and my brand new tuck-box. I began to cry. |
had absolutely no idea what was in store for me. I had never spent a single night away

from our large family before.
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My mother, for her part, kept every one of these letters, binding them carefully in neat
bundles with green tape, but this was her own secret. She never told me she was doing it. In
1957, when she knew she was dying, I was in hospital in Oxford having a serious operation
on my spine and I was unable to write to her. So she had a telephone specially installed be-
side her bed in order that she might have one last conversation with me. She didn't tell me
she was dying nor did anyone else for that matter because I was in a fairly serious condi-
tion myself at the time. She simply asked me how I was and hoped I would get better soon
and sent me her love. I had no idea that she would die the nest day, but she knew all right
and she wanted to reach out and speak to me for the last time.

When I recovered and went home, I was given this vast collection of my letters, all so
neatly bound with green tape, more than six hundred of them altogether, dating from 1925
to 1945, each one in its original envelope with the old stamps still on them. I am awfully
lucky to have something like this to refer to in my old age.

FBOFTIE, THOEDFREEIE > TBVT, BREOMITHATELALHATREL
Lido T, CHEBZETORETH 7. £H)VHITLELTVAERMIZ Tk &
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By »iinro7zd, BEESFTLEILHM->TWT, F2ELONAADLYIZEDTEFECT—
BIRUCRE DT 2 0 12D TH S, '

HIBEDPBBoTENRELE, COBULELVWEASOFEEOERS 2 5172725, BED
MTEHMELALERTH 5T, 1925FEH 51945 F TEET600MEL L& - 72785, FhFh
bEDHGIZHEWIF2IE 72T ETho7:. FrloThLEFZRVWEES LEZITINY
R wbiyT, 29V D5 FH - TV ARIEARLICERTHS.)

BH~—HBE VR L2EF2HOBRE, FPEOEBGTOBEFLL, BED-OIZEL
LTEMAERLZIEAEHETLINDTHS. BORBIIEZ L -1-EEOLRY, # L CEHR
BCE S FRPEH SN TE052RT, BOEHFLHAH LRI, KX 2RI —A
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ST # —J)Lid St. Peter's School (IZ A L C—28MIIBEDFR— L2 v 7 I1Zhh o7, Tt
ENBEFRNZVWEFEFSE LT, FERHASSIUEREY L 23 EMER Uik, Eidkis
LERVDMPERBRTE LURT 2 —HERRZIL2H 70T, ZBHEBRTELLLD
Lz, T eRL, BOHAZ C—HREBEHFIN. L2LERESH I THRKFT
BB D Dunbar EAEICRHEONTLE ). ZLTEEISTFRALOEBFTO-DITTRY L
ATEBOTVERIZINUEEFEFE 2T TRVITRVWI EF@MEINE. FREFSICHSOR
WORENSERETHDTHAS. LUF Dr. Dunbar £ DR THORFETH 5.

He (Dr. Dunbar) himself sat down behind his desk and fixed me with a penetrating but
not unkindly eye. ‘You're faking, aren’t you ? * he said.

‘How do you know ? "I blurted out.

‘Because your stomach is soft and perfectly normal,’ he answered. ‘If you had had an in-
flammation down there, the stomach would have been hard and rigid. It's quite easy to tell,
‘1 expect you're homesick. Everyone is at first. You have to stick it out. And don't blame
your mother for sending you away to boarding school. She insisted you were too young to
go, but it was I who persuaded her it was the right thing to do. Life is tough, and the sooner
you learn how to cope with it the better for you. Your mother has enough on her hands
without having to rush over to fetch you out of school.’

‘I promise, 'I said,' I'll never do it again.’

(BEEZOINOMIHIELEBA LT, ROLERMBC LI %, LALEHETRVEN
EELTRELS ERZ. MREE 2o Tvbiay BEIRE 7.

"EYLTHOIBATT D) HREEDLTS-oTLE S

o TEDOBLRPRFELP L TCREXEFEZLLE. L LEFIICAERRILTVALE
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F4i & 7 5. B Dr. Dunbar ERE T—.

[ woke up in my own bed with my anxious mother sitting beside me, holding my hand. ‘I
didn’t think you were ever going to come round, she said. 'You've been asleep for more
than eight hours.’

‘Did Dr. Dunbar sew my nose on again ? ' I asked her.

‘Yes,” she said.

‘Will it stay on ?’

‘He says it will. How do you feel, my darling ?’

‘Sick," I said.

After I had vomited into a small basin, I felt a little better.

‘Look under your pillow,” my mother said, smiling.

I turned and lifted a corner of my pillow, and underneath it, on the snow-white sheet,
there lay a beautiful golden sovereign with the head of King George V on its uppermost
side.

‘That’s for being brave,’ my mother said. ‘You did very well. I'm proud of you.’

(Ny FTCH*YSFT&, ZIRICESLEZIIZE S THROFEE - T/ Th ) E#H
EohwhrstB 728 BdEo7, "T8HHLU LR TWBHALZH D,
7 N—Se I DR T -HDIT?, FiEER7T.
"2z, BEE -7
T 9Bz v ? )
Mg RLRZ T, Kok EH 2,
tEZEH, REE ST
N ERRICEWCH L, REP LA LIS m o7
TMOTERTIHA, BIZIZS I NEVLEDNLE 7.
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D - VHMOBELOFER ) I o mELVEDOY T VEREPENTSH 5 7.
TEANDH 72130 L ) BlEE 7. TE#EES7. BRIAREN BV LY
Dahl 3B B IR LB TH 72 THAH D, REO»» - T AREME, HMTFTITALD
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