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A study on ‘““The History of Jack and the Giants”

Michiko YORIOKA
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The Pleasant and Delightful TuE SECOND PART OF

HISTORY JACK and the GIANTS

or
GIVING

JACK AND THE GIANTS | A full Account of his Victorious Conquests over

S — the North Country Giants; destroying the in-
chanted Castle kept by Galligantus; dispers'd the
fiery Griffins; put the Conjuror to Flight; and
released not only many Kaights and Ladies, but
likewise a Duke's Daughter, to whom he was
honourably married.
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Child Rowland to the dark tower came ;
His words were still “Fee, fow and fum !
I smell the blood of a British man.”  (Act[ll, ScenelV)

COBEET =T PR TT7 1474774, AF)ZAANOMOIZBVATLE, L4SHEELS
VEIHBTHoT. "Dy 7 EEANLDOWEE, OdTid,

Fee, fau, fum,

I smell the blood of an English man,

Be he alive, or be he dead,

I'll grind his bones to make my bread."’

BORRI G v v 713 LT, BRELODERYELAEAD, KETUATHS.
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— 249 —



LB FRERE $H375 (AL - HEH)
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Sir Francis Palgrave’s pronouncement (generally attributed to Sir Welter Scott) that,
‘Jack, commonly called the Giant Killer,” landed in England,from the very same keels and
warships which conveyed Hengist and Horsa, and Ebba the Saxon,” has often been echoed
by the nursery historians. Certainly the tenor of Jack’s tale and details of more than one of

the tricks with which he outwits the giants, have prototypes in Northern mythology.”’
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DEICKIBE BT D LA ANA LLECHEDPDH Y, FHEOIIIESGDO TN, LDOED
HEH., FNSLDOMBIHOEENRONPNEILEIAIL, EAKOHLIINDSEEINLDTH 5.
IINDEEN, FORKLLEMARSNE., I NOMEREE, FLTHETT THE
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In this old Scandinavian folk - tale entitled “Thor's Journey to the Land of Giants, " Thor
becomes enraged because he can not open the giant’s bag, which contains their provisions,
and hurls his hammer at the head of the sleeping giant. This awakens Skrymir, who asks if
a leaf has not fallen upon him. A second time Thor uses his hammer, driving it into the
giant’s brain, upon which the giant again awakens and asks if an acorn has not fallen on
his head. A third time, Thor buries his hammer in the giant's cheek, with the result that
Skrymir again is aroused from his sleep and asks if some moss has not fallen on him. Later
in the tale it appears that in every case the sly Skrymir had substituted a rock for his per-

son and so escaped the blows from Thor's hammer."”
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FLy &y OEARZ Y I = VERK, FREEAIHETEDTHS. (How have you
rested ? did you not feel something in the Night ? No, nothing, quoth Jack, but a Rat, which

gave me three or four Slaps with her Tail.)'"
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A similar incident occurs in the Swedish tale of “The Herd - boy and the Giant”. When the
herd - boy rests for the night in the giant’s home he takes the precaution of placing a milk
churn in his bed, and himself hids behind the door. The next day the giant is astonished to see
him alive and well. "I thought I struck thee dead with my club” is his morning greeting; and
the pert lad replies © “I rather believe I felt in the night as if a flea had bitten me".”?
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