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HIZEODBLHEFEDA T4 4 L EGE

A Study on English Idioms and Proverbs Related to Colors

Saburo IT0
i L & I
My Heart Leaps Up baLNIBES
My heart leaps up when I behold REDW % A DL E
A rainbow in the sky: baNisEs
So was it when my life began. MELELNLC DN &
So is it now I am a man. RKANDEDLNL FH 5D
So be it when I shall grow old, BV ABZBDON EFdDh
Or let me die! ST A
The Child is father of the Man: ZEDBIIRADR
And I could wish my days to be b EBON—H—HBD
Bound each to each by natural piety. #WED.LH ToOhPNTHh
—W. Wordsworth —W. 7—=X7—2Z

LR DOFFIE, FEF A Wordsworth (1770~1850) #% rainbow ¥ > 2H &L D TH 5.
PRDRFTDOEZIONET, BAREELEDZ723 TV, KOLIZLEMEOMAELIE Y Bk,
L, RELGAFTAZEER - TRAELLVWI LY, BIXBELADDEVZ LS. Zoirid
EWEDWHD—D L VB2, HRAZE s THOBIEEERTE - TWD, YD 5 04E
MEEDH O A 0T L I TIL B0, 2BVWHBTOTH A,

M—7)Ab—tE—FK-F - F B LI bDOLIREDLIZFATES.
L2 L TRl E7E% ) — (H-A-Greeson —1955) (2% 5 &, #3ETIid purple, blue, green. yel-
low, orange, red D72 E VI FELE A H L. HAIZ, HEOFHEOHT, EEHDBITS OED

(The Oxford English Dictionary) T, ‘rainbow’ %,

A bow or arc exhibiting the prismatic colours in their order, formed in the sky opposite to
the sun by the reflection, double refraction, and dispersion of the sun’s rays in falling drops of
rain.

EEFLTVD. 2 NIMOGOKRLBEIE, 7)) Xa20Mmd LT, BEMISRIATVSIZ
TE R,

—HT AN A THREN2THEOHR T, BUMEBDOH DY LT XY — (Webster’s Third

New International Dictionary, 1969) ZXD X H IR LT 5.
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HHBLTRFRLE $£39%5 (AL - HE2E)

A circle or from the usual viewpoint an arc of a circle exhibiting in concentric bands the
several colors of the spectrum and formed opposite the sun by the refracthion and reflection
of the sun’s rays in drops of rain.

L OHENPSUOBHOFHMBA LT HIREB L THALERDL G D,
Arc or bow of different colours (Collins English Learner’s Dictionary. 1967)
An arc of colors (Oxford American Dictionary, 1980)
A bow or arc, showing the colours of the spectrum
(The Universal English Dictionary, 1937)
Arc showing prismatic colours (The Concise Oxford English Dictionary, 4 ed, 1951)

©E ©0o

Arch showing sequence of colours formed in sky
(The Pocket Oxford Dictionary, 1978)
% 72 P. L. Travers ® 'Mary Poppins Comes Back’ & \» 9 AL mITOFEO I TR B HL
BEROE IR E R >TW A,
The king looked at the rainbow and its shimmering stripes of violet, blue and green, and

yellow and orange and red. Then he looked at the Fool.

LA, COHKBRPEBIEEIN TS, FRIIEHARNE LIz, »EE
LTwa,

FES T, e, 2LTC, %, &, &, & #, 7ZVwZw, KO, 55563580 LF
Rahosl, BEILDIEIE, UobRFT LA BIZRZVENMR LTS D3 HEK
V.

7 4 1) # T H B 3 1172 Rainbows (Thom Klika, The Rainbow, Man, Rainbows, St. Martin’s
Press, 1979.) OhiZid, KO L HIIREVEITTH 5.
Red and orange,
green and blue,
shiny yellow
purple, too.
All the colors
that you know
are found
up in
the rainbow
FANT ¥ FOWHAEF Edna O’Brien ) /N3i 9 — D “Girl with Green Eyes” T#&DH % L 7-
ey O, RO LD L BOMDEEDDH 5.
“I'm glad you told me,” he said, “I'll make a note of that,” the merest hint of sarcasm in his
rich voice. A rainbow was arched in the bottom of the sky and looped across the sunny hills. I
counted its seven colours, behind it the sky was changing from blue to water-green and I
could feel my attitude to him changing, like the colours of the changing sky.
VAL ESEDOVIB IS A D L, WAk T, =, K2 RENCL I L, BRAKL
BELELLRRVWEIATHA.
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RED

#9 % red 12 martyrdom (F#), charity (3%3%), divine love (B % %) L L DEZ &% The
Red Cross Society 13 1F L < charity # BAEIZ L72bDTH -7, A A XD ERK Jean Henry
Dunant (1823—1910) D2MGIC L YR +FHMMENT. T2V ITRFLUBOFERE
Florence Nigthtingale (1820—1910) O EBIIRY I HLTH H. LA L4 HTd@EH (B
B F&o,, T@#7%, (revolutionary) OFIZLITFLITAHWS LS,

ared flag (a) i (FEHE) O)FRE (GRES)

see red # %9 5
He saw red and stabled her. (-, oTERILT)
be red and anger (BoHRil o TRD)

Snobs of a particular type make her see red. (H5 54 TORWELX RNWEH v T 5)
with red hands #&A%JLL T
He was caught red-handed. (BATIRTHS 2 51 7z)
ared publican BWE M FERE
publish a large number of red books. (#AEA%* )
like ared rag to abull HEAIZ & 5> THROWAFEI LD X H I
Idleness is a red rag to him. (ADBUTLD%RL EHIIARNARS.)
be in the red {82t 7% % <+— come out of the red FliZ% HiT5
The newspaper strike put many businesses in the red and bankrupted others.
FHHDZA A FD72OIE L OBWHIRRFICRY, FICEIRETIIOLH - 72)
as red as a turkey cock GEBHEEDHD X 9k — KD X I ITHEW
as red as blood Tobk
—Proverbs—
1. Greet a red man and a bearded woman three miles off,
(%%@%kUW%EPLtkM,Bv%»%ﬂ#& AW LHBEE L)
Lk, —
2. Do not wear red before a bull nor white before an elephant.
(ORI THRVIREEZE VYD, BORICTHVIREE TV S%.)
—FER, RBIIATEES L —

3. To a red man read the rede, with a brown man break thy bread, at a pale man draw thy knife,

from a black man keep thy wife.
REDBIZIEOFE %Y, FROEY LABLEAELLLICE L, FHVEICIR

BN %k, BORVBOZEINILEXTHITR.)

HE, 3T HTFOFRVDIZE A

BHBOEHB LI-DIMESETE LA

FHHVOIIBEIRE

HTMFORWDIIIFE—

4. The red wise, the brown trusty, the pale envious and the black lusty, ([&_L)

5. One bush cannot harbour two robin redbreasts.

(—ODEARIZHDOZIFTEY L ET L HWV.)
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6 . An evening red and morning grey is the sign of a fair day.
(& BT L HIE D 1T R D)
— ARG EIT—— BT ERAE D IZEADO b E—

YELLOW

golden IZHRTRT 512D RD L2 WVWHETH S.
Yellow and black; and pale, and hectic red
(# - B, £B<L{, FREBROR)
bOBEVWHEOK L THAD. £ L Cyellow 12, ERDEENE, BEROKMEDE, JLL L 3
W ZOWRIPBIZE LD,
And yellow death lay on his face. Peter Bell—
(EEDOESHANOEICH b TW)
SEAk % A8 X4 5 cadaverous 72, WRLRHBTHAE. F/o—HREADETHH L.
Oh, Hymen, clothed in yellow jealousy.
(HEO Lo LIl Zbh BT OLH.)
X yellow (23 LT, golden d3ERDt, WML EUTDBTHS.
throw away a golden opportunity T#— B * DAF.
entertain golden opinion of a man A% JEH IZEIRT %
Yellow Book & 77 F » ZABHAF A, TH Y yellow races & "#HEAM, TH5H. Yel
low Jack i3 "##45% ;, the sear and yellow leaf i3 &3, THAH. BLWEKRTIE

You could see him go yellow.

Ode to the West Wind——

He was too yellow to speak in the public. (%)
Objective reporting isn't always a match for yellow journalism.
(BB LHED, TAEIMRY v —F U XLICEITTLE) ZENHS.)

LLE® X 91 vellow i3 jealousy’, ‘inconstancy’ 7 & D E % & A, #ih T3 ‘cowardly’ DEIR
CHWA. FHARNGER LSS, BICETT TRR S, ), EKAE yellow I
7% k9. yellow colour in the face—— (OED). RFETIFICLVWEIRTHVWONL Z L
kS THD. ayelow dog— B BK, T4 AR, the yellow press— R EHIFTH, W
FTIUCS L TH R E Tid 2w,

GREEN

green |3 HH D symbol, HWVAEMIZH LB THA.

How green is this gray world ! ——Shelley Z DJKEDOHFDOVRITH AL =N
I will not cease from mental fight, LOEERLGRLR

Nor shall my sword sleep in my mind, FIZORLEERERL T LR,

Till we have built Jerusalem HMOBLEAFY) RIZ

In England’s green and pleasant land, INHLLEEETLE T

——W. Blake, Jerusalem.
green AL FEFDOLODORME L THV 5N A, ‘green in judgement’ (Shakespeare, Antony
and Cleopatra.) 3H D L) DTH L. J¥ ThHH Shakespeare (3 jealousy %* ‘green-
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eyed monster’ & & 1}7.

“0, beware, my lord, of jealousy ! It is the green-eyed monster which doth mock the meat
it feeds on.” (BBHET, KEZ 2T obe0iTEHA L. REEIADLELTHEZAT
HEICTLHBOLETORYWTT.)

Bl %, green (Z % jealousy, ill-humour, sickness # /R T A HF 2 EEDH 5. FIZDODW T
‘Green in love deen(—done)’ T#kiZ#z A8, Yellow’s forsaken’ (ELIIETHNB) &Ex
bhrz. RACEPLELFL). BT HIZ

O ERDHBH, TRDH A (full of life)

in the green tree (lEREyIZ) TR ZERIC

Keep your bones green. EWInsi

I let my imagination ramble green and free HZ OGN A SEX L HBHIIH I E .
The event is still green in my memory. # D HEFIZVEZICHRORBICH ER N TH 5.
beinagreenoldage 7" L <& LTw5

@ K7 green cheese (K#DF —X)  green hom (F &)

(as) green as green HEmS$ T
All is gay that is green. B S TIXBR R D D.
He is still green at his job. EQAL RIS 3 YA
—Proverbs—

1. All green things are gay. (—New things are fair.)
FLODBDIFELW.
2 . If they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry ?——Luke 23 ; 31
D LEBIIOLC 22T, MHiTv2rice oA,
3. Do you see any green in my eye ? (R N—% L%H5)
BEIFZRTLRVE.
4 . Gray and green make the worst medley.
ENEEFECEDPERG - BATHBLDITRAE L.
5. The laurel is ever green.
AEBIZWO I TH S,
6 . They that marry in green, their sorrow is soon seen.
MEOKEL L TEEBETAL, RO TELVEHIZE).
(22 b7 ¥ FCRERER - KBELRRBEOH 20555 5.)
7 . There will be wigs on the green.
BTN ATHA). (EHOLEIIHY IIHHIESTWETHAD.)
8 . Take no counsel of green heads.

BALMHRT 5%,
BLUE

Z DL, hope (FH), sincerity (FKFE), eternity (kik) ZEDEKRAEDLY. 37 T8
B, TBRR oFKRICOHAVLRD.

true blue royalist MEZFRE

The Blue Bird - A2 X
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HLWE ) DOF Tyltyl & Mytyl @ %k A% Christmas Eve (2R 22 ¥ BHIAMA 2D
DTABOERIEZINHEPEZERLELDOTH S,

Blue blood SEOME, ik

Blue book HE, A ¥ REGOHEE

Blue ribbon Garter BiEE, TRAKBRE) OBRRICHVWLNRS.
Blue-apron statesman LA EBUER.

blue collar worker WALk 8% (white collar |23 L C)

the blue and the gray Civil War 03t HE L B &

out of the blue = suddenly
a bolt out of the blue iR D s R
The inheritance came out of the blue as a stroke of good fortune.
EAEDPZRBVDSITRVEEL LTIANY) ZATE.
look blue HABNTWV5
Things looked blue. LD RAD 2 h - 72,
She was blue about not being invited to the dance.
¥ A, N THEE VTN,
blue in the face (MBERLERD D) FEh¥l - T XA,
I told him to eat his spinach till I was blue in the face.
HENZR-L Vv EERANDALZLEOPT I AL THE-, TR o7,
once in a blue noon=rarely
Such an incident happens only once in a blue noon.
till all is blue = continuously
Fight till all is blue. & Z & A T THR.
be in the blues =have a fit of the blues. =be in low spirits 235 & <
beat one black and blue (A %) HFRVWHEDTELIIERALR TS,
There may be blue and better blue.
MNIBWIZ Yy hox)EThs. (E0FLONETLEOFLHS.)
Hills are blue far away. L DUEF V.
Blue are the faraway hills. WHEBLZDON.
He is true blue. HIHEEZLZVATHS.
True blue will never stain. ALDOFIZIE Y IR,
true blue & TERRE LA, IRAONA.

PURPLE or VIOLET

purple i3 justice (IE3%), royalty (ER) ZEML, ©— < consul REFHORPETDH -
7-Z LT 5. violet (3 penitence (XAIF) DEEFATVS.

be bom in the purple FEoOFIEINS
be raised to the purple BRI ED
marry into the purple FEOBEIZEDS

A woman of no birth may marry into the purple. KA LTENH

as fine as an ape in purple
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BOKEEFRO L HILIRZ
The purple dye will never stain.
AKEDHDIZE, LAEADLZ &RV,
Win purple and wear purple.
BOKRETERLT, ThEETELD.
Who goes a-mothering finds violets in the lane.

BE-TRTRERBYTLEE, PMEIZTAHLIOIEL R,

GRAY

Gray |4 tribution (¥#) %713 dismal (bU'L\) OEBRICHVS NS, gray future (R L

VWEE), gray life (BUTLWALE) &L,
@ HB%ZF U Yo (having gray hair)
He is growing gray.
bring one’s father’s gray hairs to the grave. BIZHEF 0TS
@ M# L7 (mature)
gray experience E
® Eo5b2o»FD (indeterminate and intermediate)

The tax audit concentrated on deductions in the gray area between purely personal and

purely business expenese.

BER M CEAZH Y, EHLIEPELH L 0135 ) LaWESOEREIZES

L7

Proverbs

1. The fox may grow gray but never good.
MIEZIC R ELERICEROHR. —=Z2ROBEFZT—
2. A dappled gray sooner dead than tired.
FEOELOHHFIEIRL THENL V.
3. Gray and green make the worst medley. (green DIHZHR)
4 . He is gray before he is good.
ERICEOLLVWHRIZHEICR S.
5. The gray mare is the better horse.
HOFETIIEDFIZ H .

WHITE

white (& purity (##%) innocence (HH) truth (E%E) ZLOEKRLEA TV .

(JED 72\ %), a white magic (FED R\ EM), a white day (FH) % &.
® HBfAFE the white race  the white man’s burden (FI A DEH)
@ FEH/ pale
be in white terror i TEH.  be white to the lips. & H
cf R THEH L look pale, L2 L THEV id look blue 2 & & v 5.
® FEDHAH snowy a white Christmas
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@ BUEWIZEIN 7% a white party # A5 < ared party

® honest He is absolutely white with me. FAIZIZAERF 2N IE.
stand in a white sheet &1 d %
make one's name white again. 5% % %% <.

® ZEDwn a white witch ERBZFIINEDIPTEL

Proverbs

1. Black best sets forth white.
EN—FL{AYMA.
2. God made the white man, God made the black man, the devil made the mulatto.
IBEANZED, MIZEBEANLZED, £ L0 CEREI RMEE1E- 72,
3. A head that’s white to maids brings no delight.
HWIHIIR > FICE % 5 2 72\, a head that’s white = an old man
4 . There’s wool so white but a dyer can make it black.
PYEPELT LI ENTELRVIEIEHVER T2V,
5. Every white has its black, and every sweet its sour.
HUWIZIZREWL DB DE D72, HePIZR T 5 WP 236 DTH 5.
6 . The white devil is worse than the black.
HEBROHVPERERIVERETHS.
Z DA lZ make black white (2% F129 %), no more like than black is to white ((2AE (24
TWEWE B TWwARW—F L&), awhitecrow (BLWHD) E2H 5.

BLACK

blacke i3 grief (FE3), despair (%), # L T death (38) 7% L OEKAH H. black day iX
IXIH, black-hearted JEDH >y, a black deed KEFHEEVWEIRICHWOND Z LHE .
The Black Cat E. A. Poe (1809—49) OfEfT, LU/ T 5 RBLOMA, Bli%x
B CEBLbDOTHS.
Black death 1442023 — 17 » 2ZHAT L7256, A b,
Black Friday (1) WKI&EH, ¥ A M +HFZICREITONERT, b 20H.
(2) Good Friday Easter DRI OB AZITIZTHIESRDTH 5.
Black Monday(1) Eester D% — A H. 13604 4 A 14 H @ Easter Monday (- Edward [l A*
RABNT) -2 KO L) & LD, EROLOERLREPRAL DL wbILA.
(2) HKBHROFFWOE AR, FAHRET, KRHITOE—HIVWRTH
LT, kb,
(3) #FFTIE, 19294E O the great depression D4 T - 72 Wall Street DR D
KEEVPABA TH -7,
Black ox  misfortune ? & K.
The black ox has trod on his feet. = Misfortune has come to him.
marriage {22V TR O ERKA S 5. He is not married. DEE % 5.
L —%, black 2O TRIEEEVbANA. EAFEIIEVWTYH KO ThH5.
Above God there is no lord. above black there is no colour, and above salt there is no savour.
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MICEFEHFRLRCBICTFEBHIT LR, BICEEHKIT W,
Black will take no other color.
BlZidho EAZBE O,

Proverbs

1. Every bean has its black.
ABRARREEH-TWD, (BIREAZBEAND D)
2. Black best sets forth white.
EX—FEHENILA.
3. Though I am black I am not the devil.
BV HPERE TRV,
4 . Two blacks do not make a white.
BELBLTIIARIZZ LW,
5. The devil is not so black as he is painted.
EREIIEICLIPNTHWBERE 2.
6 . The smith and his penny both are black.
BT EHOPRBETE & R,
7 . He who does not kill hogs will not get black pudding.
BRI Wb DRBEWTF 4 V2 FICANRLI LR TE R,
8. A black shoe makes a blithe, heart.
BFEREILERLCT S, (HATEL 22 BARICHEZ B4 LA LOASE I
2ENn5.)
9. A black hen lays a white egg.
BVWOAL)FHVWIIYED.
10. A black man is a pearl in a fair woman’s eye.

BVWBREZOBICHEKRIZRZS., BEATZVEAOBHEER)
$ b ¥ i

I have often thought it would be blessing if each human being were stricken blind and
deaf for a few day at some time during his early adult life. Darkness would make him
more appreciative of sight; silence would teach him the joys of sound. Now and then I
have tested my seeing friends to discover what they see. Recently I was visited by a
very good friend who had just returned from a long walk in the woods, and I asked her
what she had observed. “Nothing in particular,” she replied. I might have been incredu-
lous had I not been accustomed to such responses. For long ago I became convinced that
the seeng see little. (Helen Keller)

EREOIIZ, =ZFEF I IZHE L 72 Helen Keller A5% 0 autobiography T3 ~C Vs 5 %
BrbODTHDL. BROLHIIIHIE STV THOR LD, Krid, HROXES, ¥ %
WIHZCRRELTLIS>TREDTEERS ) H. AW ADOEIZIE, RAUTESIZE, BA
EIRSHOHL, HE4RELMDLT T, KT ob2BHEA - BB/ LWEICEZPETLLD
CZIZHA.
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A9V TDHLWANFIZ THhBLALEVAEL LA LWV FRIMNEDIEEREIES> TS,
FWEKEBEROBKTHMIILE ST, BOIDITHEACBLELDEEZ—DODFEDLRL
THRTWA., B TEMRBLIZ, EWLEF->TITLDTHE, AHdDDEMIIST T,

Space Shuttle ® “Endeavor” 512, HAANEL LTHE2HFEBIZEY AR, BEOEERL RFIZ
RS TOF-EF HKIE, FHMOBZBEL TR - us0ELE, FlFoTIES L
X LALAELEFE-TV A,

Robin Hood @ — 4 33 C = & - 7- Sherwood Forest % & 842 & ¥ % H D #x#f ® # Green
Wood TEAY. | &, A TEiLb black frost 12X 1), Kibd#HAEL, FOEARLET AT,

Then the weeds which were forms of living death A1} A3 DE & B 7oMER I

Fled from the frost to the earth beneath. FOWFED» L Kb~DH 7.

Their decay and sudden flight from frost PRSDEEERND ORFIX

Was but like vanishing of a ghost. ——Shelley—— F o 72K UEAH A KEDL LI 572,

Z LT b 72 < blue norther (HFWALJE) K D TH 5. norther 1& 7 x ') 4 O Kansas,
Texas, Florida 7z & DM THR C & 2B L WEVILE % V). blue &) DI, B FE
ERFVEELTVELNDL LWV,

During the continuance of a norther, the cold is intense. JLEAIKV TV B R, TS i3k L.

2 E X M

. T =34t : Dictionary of English Quotation, fff 75+t (1952)

. FHEFTER AR, HkEE (1963)

I EERE FOKBEBE (1972)

. BCHRRE AR, BFfEiE (1978)

L KBEE L GEE S WAEERL, =4 (1980)

. HT =24 : Dictionary of Current English Idioms, ff7Ett (1981)
3B % : English Poerty and Prose, Ff7tfl (1982)

O EER S L AAFA, LEEHEE (1983)

L EHRE o -V Ry, BiFEH (1988)

SRS L BAH L AERE, AWEEE (1990)
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