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A Sense of Alienation in Frankenstein
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Whence, I often asked myself, did the principle of life proceed? It was a bold question, and
one which has ever been considered as a mystery; yet with how many things are we upon the

brink of becoming acquainted, if cowardice or carelessness did not restrain our inquiries. J
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I had worked hard for nearly two years, for the sole purpose of infusing life into an inanimate
body. For this I had deprived myself of rest and health. I had desired it with an ardour that far ex-
ceeded moderation; but now that I had finished, the beauty of the dream vanished, and breathless
horror and disgust filled my heart. ”
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“I expected this reception,” said the demon. “All men hate the wretched; how, then, must I

If you will comply with my conditions, I will leave them and you at peace; but if you refuse, I will
glut the maw of death, until it be satiated with the blood of your remaining friends.” *
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Alienation, in theology, refers to the idea that the relation of the worshippers to God may be
analogous to the alienation or estrangement between human beings. The word implies that a close
relationship of affection, family, friendship, or another close tie has been broken, often with de-
trimental effects of the psyche. The disorganization of the self, worries about guilt, and loss of
identity which the bréaking of a long and very close bond between people may bring are all famil-
iar. The idea that man, by his sin and indifference, may similarly alienate himself from a loving
Father is distinguishing feature of the Judaic and Christian religious traditions. ©
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They point centrally to the way “Frankenstein” as a modern metaphor implies a conception of
the divided self, the creator and his work at odds. The civilized man or woman contains within the
self a monstrous, destrucive, and self-destructive energy. The angel in the house entails a demon
outside it, the Monster leering through the window at the horrified Victor and the murdered Eli-

zabeth. Here, in particular, we can watch the specially secularized versions of traditional mytholo-
8)

gy.
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In a fit of enthusiastic madness I created a rational creature, and was bound towards him, to
assure, as far as was in my power, his happiness and well-being. This was my duty; but there was
another still paramount to that. My duties towards the beings of my own species had greater
claims to my attention, because they included a greater propotion of happiness or misery. Y
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Farewell, Walton! Seek happiness in tranquillity and avoid ambition, even if it be only the
apparently innocent one of distinguishing yourself in science and discoveries. Yet why do I say
this? I have myself been blasted in these hopes, yet another may succeed.””
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The creation of the Monster is a “perversion of the natural order” but is inevitable, given the
evolution of human desire for knowledge, and is necessarily followed by “man’s confrontation with
himself.” . . .. ... ............. and the corruption of technology-—the Monster’s turning
to evil as his good—is a result of the inability of humanity to deal morally and ethically with its

technological success.
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