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Now the pears were ripe and ready, and I was ready.
But it was not to eat. It was not to steal. It was to know: the pear. Of
life—the sum of it—which could decay. (p. 165)
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A misfortune of youth is that it is speechless when it has most to say, and a fault
of maturity is that it is garrulous when it has forgotten where to begin or what lan-
guage to use. ‘ (p. 165)
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Then I knew what the hell was going on: he wasn't laughing. It sounded like
laughing, but he was crying. His heart was breaking about everything, and he was crying. He
was doing it by laughing. (p.27)
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He seemed to be haunted by an instinctive tribal remembrance in his blood: Get away,
get out of it, go to another place, hide, run, do not stay amoung them, they will kill you.
(p. 25)
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