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A Crisis of Patriarchy :
A Picture of the New Family in The Mayor of Casterbridge
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[Henchard] is driven by a passionate desire for full possession of some other person.

This means that his hfe is a sequence of relationships.... !
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...it is largely through Henchard’s manipulation of the truth of Elizabeth Jane's

parentage. . .that the tragic outcome of Newson’s reappearance is determined. 3
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His bitter disappointment at finding Elizabeth-Jane to be none of his, and himself a
childless man, had left an emotional void in Henchard that he unconsciously craved to
fill. (113)
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When Lucetta had pricked her finger they were as deeply concerned as if she were
dying; when [Elizabeth-Jane] herself had been seriously sick or in danger they uttered a

conventional word of sympathy at the news, and forgot all about 1t immediately. (137)
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To consider the daughter and father in relationship means juxtaposing the two figures
most asymmetrically proportioned in terms of gender, age, authority, and cultural

4
privilege.
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Shorn one by one of all other interests, his life seemed centring on the personality of the

stepdaughter whose presence but recently he could not endure. (221)
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In truth, a great change had come over him with regard to her, and he was developing
the dream of a future lit by her filial presence, as though that way alone could happi-
ness he. (222)
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...the solicitus fumor [“anxious fear”] of his love — the dependence upon Elizabeth’s
regard into which he had declined (or, in another sense, to which he had advanced) —

denaturalized him. (233)
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.- .the tendency of the women’s vote will be to break up the present pernicious conven-
tions in respect of manners, customs, religion, illegitimacy, the stereotyped household
(that it must be the unit of society ) , the father of a woman’s child ( that it is anybody’s
business but the woman's own except in cases of disease or insanity ) .0 (Ttalices

mine )
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It was an odd sequence that out of all this tampering with social law came that flower of

Nature, Elizabeth. Part of his wish to wash his hands of life arose from his perception

of 1ts contrarious inconsistencies of Nature’s jaunty readiness to support unorthodox

social principles. (243)
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