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Abstract

This study examines the differences in the perspectives of professionalism in early
childhood care and education between Japan and foreign countries by analysis of previous
studies in the literatures. First, the Japanese studies are divided into three perspectives;
humanity, professional skills and knowledge and professionalism in practice. On the other
hand, the previous studies in foreign countries focus on top-down professionalism and
bottom-up professionalism which means professionalism from within. The differences
between Japan and foreign countries are described from the viewpoint of “educator/
pedagogue”, professional framework from top-down and perspective from “ethics of care”.
Then, attention to personal qualities and thoughts such as passion or love and perspective
of reflective practitioner or emotional worker are shown as the similarities.
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