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A Study of Mary Wollstonecraft :
English Women's Education in the 18th Century
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But, to render her really virtuous and useful, she must not, if she discharge

her civil duties, and want, individually, the protection of civil laws; she must

not be dependent on her husband’s bounty for her subsistence during his life, or

support after his death . . ... ...... ...
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Contending for the rights of woman, my main argument is built on this simple

principle, that if she be not prepared by education to become the companion of

man, she will stop the progress of knowledge and virtue; for truth must be com-

mon to all, or it will be inefficacious with respect to its influence on general

practice.
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I may excite laughter, by dropping a hint, which I mean to pursue, some fu-
ture time, for I really think that women ought to have representatives, instead of
being arbitrarily governed without having any direct share allowed them in the

deliberations of government.
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As the conduct of a woman is subservient to the public opinion, her faith in
matter of religion should, for that very reason, be subject to authority. Every
daughter ought to be of the same religion as her mother, and every wife to be of
the same religion as her hUSDANd: «««eerrrrerrrmememriie et
they ought to abide by the decision of their fathers and husbands as confidently
as by that of the church.
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He shall speak for himself, for thus he makes Nature address man, ‘Behold

these smiling innocents, whom [ have graced with my fairest gifts, and commit-
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ted to your protection; behold them with love and respect; treat them with

tenderness and honour. They are timid and want to be defended. They are frail;
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I must own it is my opinion, that the manners are too much attended to in ail
schools: and in the nature of things it cannot be otherwise, as the reputation of
the house depends upon it, and most people can judge of them. The temper is
neglected, the same lessons are taught to all, and some get a smattering of things
they have not capacity ever to understand; few things are learnt thoroughly, but

many follies contracted, and an immoderate fondness for dress among the rest.
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Card-playing is now the constant amusement, ]| may say employment, of young

and old, in general life. After all the fatigue of the toilet, blooming girls are set
down to card-tables, and the most unpleasing passions called forth. Avarice
does not wait for grey hairs and wrinkles, but marks a countenace where the
loves and graces ought to revel. The hours that should be spend in improving

the mind, or in innocent mirth, are thus thrown away.
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