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Irish Folklore and Emily Bronté
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The farmer's sons of the whole neighbourhood used to gather round Bronté at night

to hear his narratives, and he continued to manufacture stories as long as he lived.
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Mr. Bronte loved to relate fearful stories of superstitious Ireland, or barbarous leg-

ends of the rough dwellers in the moors. . . . Emily, familiar with all the wild stories

of Haworth for a century back, and nursed on grisly Irish horrors, tales of opression

and misery, — Emily with all this eerie lore at finger-ends, would have the less dif-

ficulty in combing and working the separate motives into a cosistent whole. (2)
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Lady, watch Apollo's journey:

Thus thy firstborn's course shall be —

If his beams through summer vapours

Warm the earth all placidly,

Her days shall pass like a pleasant dream in sweet tranquility.

If it darken, if a shadow

Quench his rays and summon rain,

Her days shall pass like a mournful story in care and tears and pain.

If the wind be fresh and free,

Her days shall pass in Glory's light the world's drear desert through. (3)
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You know too well — and so do I—

Your haughty beauty's sovereignty;

Yet have I read those falcon eyes —

Have dived into their mysteries

Having studied long their glance and feel

It 1s not love those eyes reveal. (5)
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The ancient men, in secret, say

‘Tis the first chief of Aspin grey

That haunts his feudal home;

But why, around that alien grave

Three thousand miles beyond the wave, (6)
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Sir,

I write this to acquaint you of a circumstance which has happened to me and which

is of great importance to the world at large. On May 22, 1829 the Chief Genius

Tally (Emily) came to me with a small yellow book in her hand. She gave it to me

saying that it was the Poems of that Ossian of whom so much has been said, . .. (8)
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Lord of Elbe, how pleasant to me

The sound of thy blithesome step would be

Rustling the heath that, only now

Waves as the night-gusts over it blow (9)
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The woods-even now their small leaves hide

The blackbird and the stockdove well;

And high in heaven, so blue and wide,

And thousand strains of music swell. (12)
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