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On Toni Morrison's Sula

Kazuyo ISHIKAWA

I

&wwm)u7x0ﬁ@%Aﬁﬁﬁﬁ1manmmﬁ2%EK%§LtW%f%éﬁ\
ﬁﬁucmmauw&®4yyel~@¢ﬁ\:@ﬁ%ﬁowf%@i5uﬁofm%o

When I wrote Sula, I knew I was going to write a book about good and evil and friend-
ship. I 'had to figure out what kind of people would manifest this theme, would have this
kind of relationship. Nel would be one kind of person; Sula would be different.

Friendship between women is special, different, and has never been depicted as the
major focus of a novel before Sula. Nobody ever talked about friendship between women
unless it was homosexual, and there is no homosexuality in Sula. !
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FCARON, F2ETIE, 104EIC Sula R TE T LWREORMBE E THOHA 150 Nel
DEF Helene 13 =2 —F =) Y XD¥ > 5y v - NI ATEH T2 7 ) 4= AOIEE O
fr LTHETND, 2N T, Helene DAL, ©F 1. Nel DA Helene % N KD | "the
dolesome eyes of a multicolored Virgin Mary"* OF T, BAEIZH T, FO#%E. Helene 135
LEFHRBEAREO-BERY, FEEEE B, ROPREETL2EMERLDOTH
%, %A% Helene DFTL T, Nel ZFEBETILEL LW FIZHE > T LD TH A7, "Any enthu-
siasms that little Nel showed were calmed by the mother until she drove her daughter's imagination un-
derground.” (18) X & % X 512, Helene 7° Nel DFAFZ G E L\ MENEBTICBVAATL
%9, Nel DEHBAIHRI LY. FOBREVOEIZ Nel i3 Helene (2NN T= 2 — 74 —
)y 2 E THIETHRITR T 575, ZFORITIE Nel D ABTEBUIIKRE 2 BEREFOLD L% %,

AT ST 2 H, 2 NIFIEORERBICHIZE 8. BAROER X T CHEA7Z
(LB ATANIOEMIIRYAATHOBAHOEME CTHEITAZ L1275, 2 Al
FAHOBEMZ @RI CEANBOEMIIENZEE, BAOEENPORKL CHONDIEDIZ
b, FOEE, Nel DI Helene IZHEZEIZH Y, B2k 2 L) ICEEDKEBEOIR%: R
OBLDEN, BEFFIIE-U-7FF, ULALAHELERDHIT S, 2 2T Helene 13
B[4 o T, "a street pup that wags its tail at the very doorjamb of the butcher shop he has been
kicked away from only moments before” (21) D2, "dazzlingly and coquettishly” (21) IZWEL
DCThb, FHERE E Nel EEBASEEZFUT, HORFDH 2R LM, FEOHT U
KO EH T D,

Nel looked away from the flash of pretty teeth to the other passengers. The two black
soldiers, who had been watching the scene with what appeared to be indifference, now
looked stricken. Behind Nel was the bright and blazing light of her mother's smile; before
her the midnight eyes of the soldiers. She saw the muscles of their faces tighten, a move-
ment under the skin from blood to marble. No change in the expression of the eyes, but
a hard wetness that veiled them as they looked at the stretch of her mother's foolish smile.
(21-22)

DL LEEORGERT, Nl 3ZOBEEVBIIHTAMLATER NP 2TRAED
B L & V. "both pleased and ashamed” (22) 12 L 5, THA Eop L&Y Nel AL
LETCHLHESEALCLEY ERLTHA, I, It was on that train, shuffling toward
Cincinnati, that she resolved to be on guard — always. She wanted to make certain that no man ever
looked at her that way. That no midnight eyes or marbled flesh would ever accost her and turn her into
jelly." (22) &\ B A S50 5, BKE, BHAREGEREALIENH-TH, Helene DB E
PORORAEIREOEITRONEZERAVEIIILE) EECRLTZDLITTH S,

caed =) Y RZECE TR, FUICBEASHO M LA e CRAORL L THERE
FrWIEBRL T, FHBORICE VL ECEBICERBRT o TwAA, £2°T
Nel BE@BVIREE 2 U 4 — VAOREBIZED Ta, B, BML O R asLooh
2. AT A A TR o7 Nel i3, R F TRy FIZBicb - TRITOZ & ER D
Nel 25y K b3k L Ic o - B SO Z B O T b b 2K, BIRPEEED AT,
WERDOBEIZE SR o

"I'm me," she whispered. "Me."
Nel didn't know quite what she meant, but on the other hand she knew exactly what she
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meant.

"I'm me. I'm not their daughter. I'm not Nel. I'm me. Me."

Each time she said the word me there was a gathering in her like power, like joy, like
fear. Back in bed with her discovery, she stared out the window at the dark leaves of the
horse chestnut.

"Me," she murmured. And then, sinking deeper into the quilts, "I want . . . I want to
be . . . wonderful. Oh, Jesus, make me wonderful." (28-29)

AT H I BB Helene DTEEEIZIE NS & ) ICHMEADP T2 L ICHTH L S K U725, Nel
. BEOBTIR, Nl THhhWw (B 2D ER B Ll hotrbE2 b, T, &
NETHSEMPFERTRPL T LEHoTE, KEBII ko722 b hh o7 Sula EH L
CBBDIZZDHEDZ L TdHAAS, "The trip, perhaps, or her new found me-ness, gave her the
strength to cultivate a friend in spite of her mother.” (29) & &5 X 512, WMITE /I3 L (KB L
P2 TR 2, BBOBRIEIL o TRELEESTALII LV NE Nl 25 27:DTH B,
Sula [ZDWT b, ZOWHEEHAT 27312, EE1E Sula DI Eva, 3 Hannah D4 X
7% HfEVTV 5, Evald BoyBoy L ##§ L, Hannah 213U & LT3 ADTFHta A teds, 54
RO L KA 1 OB EFZEDH, BoyBoy BEAHTLE ). #D% Eva lZEHSD 3 A
DIHEFETEDOLTEL, 3ANDBEDOF %5 &M > TH TS, Eva it Sula 25400\ 72 &
SICFBLIZEZID . —FRRIZR o T2, Eva b ¥ EE 4 L EE - 5
BRTHRV, BEELD LI LOITEEOTICREPE>RAL ED, 15 FVTHERHE
ez BT EANALDBNDEDORTH D, WFHIZLThH, Eva i3 F %2 ERO ACTEIT
THEZHTHL 18LRKRI, —KBICLR>TREN, RERTEDOTHEHh0, RidbiFTw
Z1I8PROMICEEOBEXFIIANLI L BEBRNEVWEE LS,
Eva 23 L0 LT BE—ARDEUDENDFIZOWT, fEFIERD LD 12TV,
With the exception of BoyBoy, those Peace women loved all men. It was manlove
that Eva bequeathed to her daughters. Probably, people said, because there were no men
in the house, no men to run it. But actually that was not true. The Peace women simply
loved maleness, for its own sake. Eva, old as she was, and with one leg, had a regular
flock of gentlemen callers, and although she did not participate in the act of love, there was
a good deal of teasing and pecking and laughter. (41)
SIH, EvanEERRoTH LB, BANOFIIH LS AN TVD I EH) HAL B, Evad
. bbb, Sula OFH Hannah (3, Rekus & &M 255, %12, Sula 753 FOEIZIEA T
L3\, Hannah BARELBHE BHOEE Y R2203 1) T, Bva DR IR ->TL B, KEle
DWTIR, XKD LS IZHHrhTw 5,
She would fuck practically anything, but sleeping with someone implied for her a
measure of trust and a definite commitment. So she ended up a daylight lover, and it was
only once actually that Sula came home from school and found her mother in the bed,
curled spoon in the arms of a man. (43-44)
SIDBH £ HIT RITHEIL/ N7 Hannah 35 & TOMATB 1T 7245, BEAE Lo
TVR20% Sula "RIZDF—ERFTTH B, LrL, IO LA Sula DA X H 12884 71T
FTIlichs,

Seeing her step so easily into the pantry and emerge looking precisely as she did when

— 293 —



PR RFHE 55 46 5 (AN - #L 2 HR)

she entered, only happier, taught Sula that sex was pleasant and frequent, but otherwise
unremarkable. . . . So she watched her mother's face and the face of the men when they
opened the pantry door and made up her own mind. (44)
BBOLE BT, Sula 3MTEICNTL2EDOBELZROIDTHLHH, EBE, Nel DFHE &
R 2 i TA S 10 FERICE - TE/z Sulaid, MOKEOKFEL FNEN—FEFT, VWA
WAHR LR, HoSNETTLIHNAEFEETHLH12% 5, #L T, Sulaid Nel DK Jude
ELELILIILDDTH S,
Nel & Sula i, #NEFNEFo-BREOEL Y, W ONEBHTH 5205, LR D 2 A0
WHICZEN LB ZDEVD RGPS, Nel IZDWTIEAD L) IZHE»PN T 5,
When Nel, an only child, sat on the steps of her back porch surrounded by the high si-
lence of her mother's incredibly orderly house, feeling the neatness pointing at her back,
she studied the poplars and fell easily into a picture of herself lying on a flowered bed, tan-
gled in her own hair, waiting for some fiery prince. He approached but never quite ar-
rived. But always, watching the dream along with her, were some smiling sympathetic
eyes. (51)
Nel iZBEL LWEDFDA A= THAR, Sula iZDOWVTIERD L) I T 5,

Similarly, Sula, also an only child, but wedged into a household of throbbing disorder
constantly awry with things, people, voices and the slamming of doors, spent hours in the
attic behind a roll of linoleum galloping through her own mind on a gray-and-white horse
tasting sugar and smelling roses in a full view of a someone who shared both the taste and
the speed. (51-52)

Sula (XIFBN R ILDOF DA A=V TH Y, Nel & Sula DENIZDOWTOIEEDH & HIETTHT
HHEEDLEALREL V., ZOL) TN 2 ADHE) bIFTH %D, "So when they met,
first in those chocolate halls and next through the ropes of the swing, they felt the ease and comfort of
old friends." (52) 2553 H 5 L HIZ, O THE -2 L &N 6, 2 AT L TIHED & ) 12k
ULADTHAH, 72, "Their meeting was fortunate, for it let them use each other to grow on.
Daughters of distant mothers . . . they found in each other's eyes the intimacy they were looking for."
(52) LHBH LI, 2 A BEVOBOHIZ, HEPERLEKD TOBEOHZ RV
DTHbB, 2ANORIBZOVWTIE, KOL ) LEETHINTVLEHLH L,

Their friendship was as intense as it was sudden. They found relief in each other's
personality.  Although both were unshaped, formless things, Nel seemed stronger and
more consistent than Sula, who could hardly be counted on to sustain any emotion for more
than three minutes  Yet there was one time when that was not true, when she held on to
a mood for weeks, but even that was in defense of Nel. (53)

IO LD AT, S 4 A & Missy Dehn Kubitschek @ "Sula not only has no strong sense of her-
self, she may have no consistent self at all "* &\ ) BRI, METELIDTHLEF RS,

FEOBFH T, Sulaht Nel £5F% 720 1AM S —2o0R T EHEBLAOER, TAVT 2 F
ANOBOFEN Nel kWL OB L) o/ EDIETHA, Sula & Nel (ZEGBERIZHz-
THRPORIEABELERY LT, BOTELBTIZ LTI, 5L EAVEEZEL,
ZLCSulait, O EFA 7 THROREXIZAOHLYNEEL L, BoOTELWD> T,

"If T can do that to myself, what you suppose I'll do to you?" (53-54) LE\>, 5 ZBENILH D
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THhb, 2 ANDMDOE EE. "In the safe harbor of each other's company they could afford to aban-
don the ways of other people and concentrate on their own perceptions of things." (55) & \» ) f&ifT
WKHERN TS,

Z D%, Sula & Nel %° Chicken Little &\ ) /NS LB OF LA TS & 12, Chicken 75/l
CHEDL, FEATLE) L) BB S, Sua BMEDOHFEOHATCECHIRYELT
V59 Bz, EOMKD Sula DIFE2ST DT, bbo LHIZEPATKOLILESL, T¢
WHHATLEIDTHAN, COTEITLIF, L IZHEATY A Shadrack IZIBRRE SN 5,
Nel & Sula i3 Chicken DFEADH T, BEVOEHLY RS L uE, Fhsz b il
"There was a space, a separateness, between them." (64) &\ HBHDEY TH5SH, L2 L.,
Chicken DMEZEHHED HEIZIZ 2 AOM OB/ D IZHEZ. KD L) BHFICR 5,

At first, as they stood there, their hands were clenched together. They relaxed slowly
until during the walk back home their fingers were laced in as gentle a clasp as that of any
two young girlfriends trotting up the road on a summer day wondering what happened to
butterflies in the winter. (66)

IITE ZADMORSBEHORMER LKREIIR->TVwbLeEX LMD, T, %15
DERFEDEIIBVT, Nel & Sula iZ2WTRD LI AN T WS,

Whether he was accurate in general, Ajax was right about Nel. Except for an occasional
leadership role with Sula, she had no aggression. Her parents had succeeded in rubbing
down to a dull glow any sparkle or splutter she had. Only with Sula did that quality have
free reign, but their friendship was so close, they themselves had difficulty distinguishing
one's thoughts from the other's. During all of her girlhood the only respite Nel had had
from her stern and undemonstrative parents was Sula. (83)

ZDEFD 5% R % & Missy Dehn Kubitschek @ "Nel's personality survives Helene's pruning only
because she receives crucial support from Sula."* & DL, WEBLIDTHBEEER B, 2
ADBFRIE, "They never quarreled, those two, the way some girlfriends did over boys, or competed
against each other for them. In those days a compliment to one was a compliment to the other, and
cruelty to one was a challenge to the other." (84) L WIHEFIIZH AN TWAE, T D XS 2fb
DEV2 N TH 555, "Nel's response to Jude's shame and anger selected her away from Sula. And
greater than her friendship was this new feeling of being needed by someone who saw her singly." (84)
EHB L DI, Nel & Jude D3 FEIFT HEEIZIZ, Nel IC& 5T, Sula & DEIEL Y b Jude 125t
TAHRBOH VRN % DL >T WA, 2L T, Nel & Jude DFREBROE%. Sula (IHT %
HTWDTH 5,

F 28T, 10 F1£I2 Sula 2HTIH > TE T, LIELIENel & Jude DR % RS &) 12k
%o Sula 2YFo TE/L ED, Nel D Sula iZ8 T 2B VIERD L) IfirhTwb,

Her old friend had come home. Sula. Who made her laugh, who made her see old
things with new eyes, in whose presence she felt clever, gentle and a little raunchy. Sula,
whose past she had lived through and with whom the present was a constant sharing of per-
ceptions. Talking to Sula had always been a conversation with herself. Was there anyone
else before whom she could never be foolish? In whose view inadequacy was mere idio-
syncrasy, a character trait rather than a deficiency? Anyone who left behind that aura of
fun and complicity? Sula never competed; She simply helped others define themselves.
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Other people seemed to turn their volume on and up when Sula was in the room. More
than any other thing, humor returned. (95)
T Zi7iE, Nel 2% Sula (23 L TEEL TV A AN TE Y . Nel i Sula p9F->Ta7/2Z &
RIFEFLVWI L LEZTWAE I LD TN D, ZOHD. SulahR->TL AL, Nl DRDOHFD
WhH DL LESTRAZADTH 5,

When she scratched the screen door, as in the old days, and stepped inside, the dishes piled
in the sink looked as though they belonged there; the dust on the lamps sparkled; the hair brush
lying on the "good" sofa in the living room did not have to be apologetically retrieved, and Nel's
grimy intractable children looked like three wild things happily insouciant in the May shine.
(95-96)

Sula %Wz 22 L2, EEHRD) BIZL Nl DLAVOb VB R, TOMREL
T, ROFOWHPREHEICOBCRZ209E Lk Bbits, £72, Sula & Nel EDR
EAVPIZI—ETICENZDDOTH Y, EEF) BDTHAHH L. "Nel lowered her head
onto crossed arms while tears of laughter dripped into the warm diapers. Laughter that weakened her
knees and pressed her bladder into action.” (97) &V HENHR {7 H %,

COEIICSuladEoTELILEZELE Nl THEH, 5L E, KD Jude & Sula V°HE
BMTETWVLEIARRTLEY), ZOHKRE. Jude 3FREHTL TV, £HLUR, Nel DD
HIZid Sula T AL ADERBENETLOTH HH. FORFEL, (FEE. KEDOK-V
LWIHTET, FEBIZHN TV 2

She stood up frightened. There was something just to the night of her, in the air, just
out of view. She could not see it, but she knew exactly what it looked like. A gray ball
hovering just there. Just there. To the right. Quuet, gray, dirty. A ball of muddy
strings, but without weight, fluffy but terrible in its malevolence. She knew she could not
look, so she closed her eyes and crept past it out of the bathroom, shutting the door behind
her. (108-109)

Nel 30 EE# ZOREOFR— )L —#HIZ® I L, £ "the little ball of fur and string and hair "
(109) VO LD FIZDHOFEESTH Y . &I, " That was the scary part — seeing it.
It was not coming at her; it never did that, or tried to pounce on her It just floated there for the seeing,
if she wanted to, and O my god for the touching if she wanted to " (110) £ &% L 912, ZDF -
WA RLZEAEAL LWL L AN THAD, T/, Neltd Sula 1A LD H S Sula D L%
D IZLTWAZ e, ROEHPLRCTH %,

She would have to ask somebody about that, somebody she could confide in and who
knew a lot of things, like Sula, for Sula would know or if she didn't she would say some-
thing funny that would make it all right ~ Ooo no, not Sula. Here she was in the midst
of it, hating it, scared of it, and again she thought of Sula as though they were still friends
and talked things over. That was too much  To lose Jude and not have Sula to talk to
about it because it was Sula that he had left her for. (110)

STk, Nel OLOHOELADE- 20 AN TV A, B|YIZL TV RAERRETIC
WHRVIRIIE, I o THHZBNELATHAL LEDN L,

S0 3AERIT, Sula AIRAISHE Y, Nel RBRE|EVICHPIT 225, ZOLIFILEMLAD
EFHEIE 2 TV, Nel O Sula (283 218 L ADGFEHTE 2 5 DI, Sula DR TILA TS
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525 MRIZ, Sula DELNTWAERANHE#EZHNI, FIERTEHENTNELEDNT LT,
TORT L. WFEOBRBRDOFE THHAIZH AN TV 5,
Suddenly Nel stopped. Her eye twitched and burned a little.
"Sula?" she whispered, gazing at the tops of trees. "Sula?"
Leaves stirred; mud shifted; there was the smell of overripe green things. A soft ball of
fur broke and scattered like dandelion spores in the breeze.
"All that time, all that time, I thought I was missing Jude." And the loss pressed down
on her chest and came up into her throat. "We was girls together,” she said as though ex-
plaining something. "O Lord, Sula,” she cried, "girl, girl, girlgirlgirl.”
It was a fine cry — loud and long — but it had no bottom and it had no top, just circles
and circles of sorrow. (174)
Z Z T, Nel D Sula ~DE L AZRBET 5 "A soft ball of fur" 2MENTRUED . Nel i, =
NETEOTHLWERL TW/AHTFA Jude T, Sula ThHo7mZ L IZIRO TR DI ..
WOT Sula KoK LAPRA LT TS 505 WEX DI EHFTELVDTH %,

%2 Bva OF BT 5 FIC, LB RIANF TA7\, Bvald, T75RAHTHLE-F
O Plum %, BGOBIE BT > TEHELATV S L &, B THVEIMEFT OF T "the last bit of
food she had in the world" (34) T& 5 7 — F% Plum OLPICIH LAK, AR R DLLIT, H
SOFTEEANT Plum DFEFEZG|I XYL, HLAEZMIBRNTR S, JRIEFHEET
LEBELTHRDITHTHLEE XD, KA 572 Plum X, KEHFIZRY, bR
TRETESFDPOIFE ST S, BvaldZ0BO L R THEZONT, 58, Pum % Lo
POREMOLE. RoTWBHEITITMHME 2T, BERLTLEY, #ilhoT, BO
Hannah 2> 5A[ D 7212 Plum 2 L 7-Oh L Brh b &, BRERO LS ICEZ 5,

"He give me such a time. . . . It was such a carryin' on to get him born and to keep

him alive. Just to keep his little heart beating and his little old lungs cleared and look like

when he came back from that war he wanted to git back in.  After all that carryin' on, just

gettin' him out and keepin' him alive, he wanted to crawl back in my womb and well . .

I ain't got the room no more even if he could do it. There wasn't space for him in my

womb. And he was crawlin' back. Being helpless and thinking baby thoughts and dream-

ing baby dreams and messing up his pants again and smiling all the time. I had room

enough in my heart, but not in my womb, not no more. I birthed him once. 1 couldn't

do it again. He was growed, a big old thing. . . . I done everything I could to make him

leave me and go on and live and be a man but he wouldn't and I had to keep him out so 1

Just thought of a way he could die like a man not all scrunched up inside my womb, but

like a man." (71-72)

DX HIZEvap5Eo T B I E%#%2 %L, Missy Dehn Kubitschek ? "Eva considers that adult
children have no right to enjoy the unquestioning self-sacrifice that mothers perform for infants."> &
WO BRRIMETEL0DTHBEE RS, F7-. Gurleen Grewal ® "Because Eva's survival has
come at the price of bodily and psychic violence, because she suppresses her own great vulnerability
by the sheer force of will to survive, she cannot bear to see vulnerability in her son."® & \» 5 54
3, BMOTHERZIDTHELEDELHER, Evald, BEELTOESLL, HRAHT
Ho/Plum DELAERTYBENTR57bIFTHBD, LA KAZ% 57 Plum 25 L7
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DLFLEDPSTHLEEZLNLDTH D, EvaDFRIIHTEENPIIRELLDOTH
%A, W0 Hannah OHRIZHE S KOM@HEZ Y . Hannah K725 EIlh > T b &A%
BER L7k A0 Eva OITENC D BN TVE25, ZOREIE, KD L) i T b,
Eva knew there was time for nothing in this world other than the time it took to get there
and cover her daughter's body with her own. She lifted her heavy frame up on her good
leg, and with fists and arms smashed the windowpane. Using her stump as a support on
the window sill, her good leg as a lever, she threw herself out of the window  Cut and
bleeding she clawed the air trying to aim her body toward the flaming, dancing figure. She
missed and came crashing down some twelve feet from Hannah's smoke. Stunned but still
conscious Eva dragged herself toward her firstborn, . . . (75-76)
# . Hannah 28175 2 L3 TERVOTH LA, I}, WEETHHHUC, M7 T
FOEEB I LT 5 Eva DLEPEPNTNDEDTH A,
p=3
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