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Study on Clothing Life in Sumba Island, Indonesia (II)

— Tribe's Clothes and their Management ——
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SUMMARY

By observing the clothing life in the tribes and people of Sumba Island (eastern district ——
WAINGPU, LANBANPU and MELOLO; western district —— ANAKALANG villages), the pos-

sessions, classifications, store and managements of their clothes were analyzed

The results are as follows

(1) :

The male clothes that owned in the high rate are T shirt, long trouser, loincloth and pants,
and the female clothes are in high-ratedly doned are panties, brassiere, loincloth, T shirt
and skirt. The brassiere 1s weared only by the ladies of the high classes The wear of
underwear 1s not observed on the old people of common families who dressed 1n traditional
style, only but on the young people in foreign dress These are mainly depended on the eco-
nomic factors and financial conditions However, 1n future, underwear will be accepted gra-

dually 1n the weaving system of Sumbanese striped fabrics

 The forms and numbers 1n possessing clothes are depended on the economic factors and

financial conditions of each family There is a great difference between the owned numbers
of upper class family and common family On the latter case, n both side of male and
female, they possess only a minimum of clothes that are spared for washing And they have
the simple-formed patterns of clothing life which are efficient and happy 1n enjoying lhfe.
Those phases are supposed to be influenced potentially by the Sumbanese traditional and

socio-structural factors

* The clothes are stored mainly 1n the bureau in the case of upper class family, but n the

case of the common and ordinary class, as clothes are few, they are stored in wooden boxes

or hanged on the string that extended between the posts within the house

* On the base of the custom of Sumbanese society, the clothes had been gotten by the barter-

exchange system hitherto, but recently they are bought both at the specialty store for the

upper class family and at the common market for the ordinary class family

* The clothes in Sumbanese Island are changing nowadays But even in present time, they are

washed on the cold bath in almost cases And the cold bath 1s taken 1n the morning at the

water-place, river and the place where water 1s gushing.



