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Study on Clothing Life in Sumba Island, Indonesia (1)

— Daily Wear of Clothes and its Transition
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SUMMARY

By observing the real and fact-findings of the daily life of clothings in four villages at Sumba
Island, Indonesia, the transitional processes of the wearing of clothes and of clothing life wear
were analyzed, The results are as follows
(1) : The daily clothes are classified roughly into two forms, namely traditional style and west-

ern style On both of the two styles, the separation of sex and the division of the forms are
established by the under-wears.

(2) : On the combination of the wearing of clothes, 1n both male and female, the western style
holds a majority. This shows the transition of the clothing style in the traditional culture of
clothings in the villages

(3) : By observing the regional differences 1n wearing of clothes, the Western style 1s major at
the capital city (WAINGAPU) and the traditional style 1s major in the inland area (MELO-
LO, ANAKALANG and etc.). And it 13 supposed that both of these two styles are influenced
by contacting frequently with the foreign cultures, 1n which the occupation and geographic-
al conditions etc. had ever generated.

(4) © Form the view of the traditional transitions in clothing-life culture, the hand-made dyeing
goods necessary for the self-keeping of Sumbanese striped clothes have been changing lately
to the sightseeing recources
And also recently the young people who purchase the foreigh ready-made clothes 1s dis-
tinctly on the increase
So, the traditional barter-exchanging system has been shifting rapidly to the monetary ex-

change system



