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Natural Environment Forming the Basis of ‘Laurel Forest Culture’ (1)
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Fig.1 The distribution of the major vegetation patterns ranging from

the eastern part of Eurasia to Australia
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Fig.4 Ecological climatic divistion of the earth
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SUMMARY

1 Recently, there have been notable tendensies to trace culture peculiar to Japan to its ori-
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gin and reveal its roots. Among them, a new field of study, ’laurel forest culture’, which
synthesizes ecological botany, cultivated plants and ethnology, has become the object of
attention.

In our institute too, we took up ’laurel forest culture’ for a subject of study around 1980,
and have been making its preliminary researches since then : we have been making re-
searches for the laurel forest zone in Japan, Chinese provinces, such as Yunnan, Guizhow
and Guangdong, Cheju in the Republic of Korea, and Taiwan.

As the basic research for these, we stated the climatic condition in the areas where
‘laurel forest culture’ evolves, and the general ecological condition of vegetation covers,
which and the basis of life and ‘laurel forest culture’.

We are planning, from next research on, to study phytocoenosis, which is the living basis
of ‘laurel forest culture’, in each area and to research the condition of crops and their im-
provement, of gathering from wild plants and of livestock and its improvement in the
areas.

The laurel forest zone is the area where forests which consist of evergreen broad-leaved
lignosa are formed, forests ranging from Eastern Asia to Himalayan piedmont districts.
The area is included in the warm temperate zone, where it is rainy and humid in summer.

Laurel forests are formed within the limits of 85 to 180m. d. in warmth index.
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Vegetation scenes of the laurel forest zone 1n the Piople's

Republic of China and the Republic of Korea

R TE AU A AR O AL Sl
UNFFEGE - 1985 - 8 - 21 B

Fig.7 A vegetation acene near Haniza Village,

Xishvangbonna, Yunnan, the People's
Republic of China
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Fi1g.8 A vegetation acene near Quanzhou City,

Fujian, the People’s Republic of China
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Fig.9 A vegetation acene near Bonyeiza Village,
Guizhou, the People’s Republic of China

M0 SEEFMNBEREMTIZS HHRERKR LY
BN R

(Pness - 1989 - 7 - 27

Fig.10 A vegetation scene of a residence wood

consisting of laurels near the folk customs,
Chejudo, the Republic of Korea
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