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Summary

By the observation of the funeral of the village headman of Toraja tribe, lives in Mamasa area of
southern Sulawesi island, the funeral clothes were researched and the ralation between them and
the traditional organization of the society was studied. The results are as follows.

(1) As the corpse clothes, white cloth of several hundred meters is winded to the body. The length
of the white cloth is different by the rank of the corpse, and thereafter it is finished as like a
trunk of the red beautiful cloth.

(2) The funeral clothes of the sponsor and the attendance are the same irrespective of rank. The
clothes of the male all shift to western (style of) pants and open-necked shirts, but the female
all wears the traditional Dodo (loin cloth) and blouse. Further, only the wife of the dead puts
on a black Topimamasa (funeral head-dress) based on Mabolong custom in Toraja society.
The color of the clothes of the attendance is free both male and female.

(3) In the traditional organization of the society of Toraja tribe, based on its view of wold, the so-
cial custom is established as the sexual role of male and female. That is, the upper world is re-
lated to male and the lower world to female and the position of male and female is fixed and
recognized clearly. The roles of male are gathering of the fruits of high trees, carttle breeding,

cultivation and meeting and of famele are cultivation and gathering of taro, childcare, washing
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and cooking etc. By the study of the realation between such traditional ofganization of society
and abovementioned clothing system, it is considered as follows. It is considered thet the west-
ern pants of male are more active than the old Sambuk (loin cloth) and are fit for cattle breed-
ing, riding and the fitness of function is discovered such as for the prevention of injury in case
of gathering fruits of high trees, physiological convenience in case of going to the closet and
the climate, and as a tesult the pants are fixed. On the other hand, the female’s skirt is impossi-
ble to cover the legs in cace of the position of bending legs such as cultivating and gathering of
taro and washing, since the length and bottom width of the skirt is samaller than the racial
clothes, Dodo (loin cloth) . Dodo matches all postures and in case of childcare it changes to
clothes for a new-born baby, nurse livery and branket etc. and has the physiological function
and the fitness for the climate. Dodo is the multi-functional clothes. So it is considered that the
skirt is not acceoted easily to the society of Toraja tribe.

As mentioned above, the relation is observed between the present clothing system of male and
female in Toraja tribe and its social organization. And it is considered that to the inflow of
foreign cultures Toraja tribe makes its wise selection in relation to its traditional organization
of society and male’s pants and female’s Dodo are completed as the bottom clothes system.
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